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"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you 
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.ó - John 8:24

Counterfeit Christs
A study of false saviors and false salvation

The Counterfeit Christ of the Cults

Counterfeit Christs
òBeing the only begotten Son of God . . . the Word would be a prince 
among all other creatures. In this office he [Christ] bore another name 
in heaven, which name is ôMichaelõ. . . . Other names were given to the 

Son in course of time."ðJehovah Witness Doctrine

What is a Cult?
A cult is a group of 
individuals who claim to be 
Christians and use 
Christian language / 
symbols, however they 
deny many of the core 
doctrines of the historic 
Christian faith ðnormally 
the Trinity, divinity of 
Jesus Christ, the sole 
authority of the 
Scriptures, and salvation 
by faith and grace alone. 
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Mormonism

It has been stated that this word [mormon] was derived from the Greek word 
mormo. This is not the case. There was no Greek or Latin upon the plates 
from which I, through the grace of God, translated the Book of Mormon. 
Let the language of that book speak for itself. On the 523d page, of the 

fourth edition, it reads: And now behold we have written this record 
according to our knowledge in the characters which are called among us the 

Reformed Egyptian . . . [The] Bible in its widest sense, means good; for the 
Savior says according to the gospel of John, "I am the good shepherd;" and 
it will not be beyond the common use of terms, to say that good is among the 

most important in use, and though known by various names in different 
languages, still its meaning is the same, and is ever in opposition to bad. We 
say from the Saxon, good; the Dane, god; the Goth, goda; the German, 

gut; the Dutch, goed; the Latin, bonus; the Greek, kalos; the Hebrew, tob; 
and the Egyptian, mon. Hence, with the addition of more, or the 

contraction, mor, we have the word MOR-MON; which means, literally, 
more good.ó

- Joseph Smith, Times and Seasons,1843
* Disputed by some Mormon leaders as not being true

Brief Overview of Mormonism

ÅMormon: means òMore 
Goodó; also claimed to be the 
name of the prophet who 
compiled 1,000 years of 
writing that eventually became 
the book of Mormon
ÅWorldview: polytheism
ÅDeity: Supergod Adam
ÅAuthority: Book of Mormon
ÅFounded: 1830 
ÅFounder: Joseph Smith

http://www.chopra.com/files/video/Third_Jesus_WEB.wmv
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Brief Overview of Joseph Smith
ÅBorn in Sharon, Vermont in 1805
ÅBecame troubled by denominational 

differences at age 15
ÅIn 1820, while reading James 1:5, he 

determined he would ask God which 
church to join so he went into the woods to 
pray and ask for wisdom
ÅClaims to have seen vision in the woods of 

the Father and the Son. Was told all 
churches were an abomination 
ÅFor three years, Smith did nothing and 

entertained himself with treasure hunting 
with divining rods
ÅPrayed again to God in 1823 and received 

another vision from an angel Moroni about 
the gold plates that would become the 
book of Mormon

Who is the Mormon Jesus?

Born of a physical union:
òHis [Christõs] unique status in the flesh as the offspring of 
a mortal mother [Mary] and of an immortal, or resurrected 

and glorified, Father.ó
Keys to the Science of Theology, pg. 473
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One of many other gods:
òEach of these gods, including Jesus Christ and his 

Father, being in possession of not merely an organized 
spirit, but a glorious immortal body of flesh and bones...ó

Keys to the Science of Theology, pg. 44

Sacrifice Insufficient:
òThere is not a man or woman, who violates the covenants made with their God, that 

will not be required to pay the debt. The blood of Christ will never wipe that out, 
your own blood must atone for it; and the judgments of the Almighty will come, 

sooner or later, and every man and woman will have to atone for their covenants . . . I 
could refer you to plenty of instances where men have been righteously slain, in 

order to atone for their sinsó
Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, Vol. III, pg 247.; Vol. IV pp 219-220. 

Sacrifice Insufficient:
òOne of the most fallacious doctrines originated by Satan and 

propounded by man is that man is saved alone by the grace of God; 
that belief in Jesus Christ alone is all that is needed for salvation.ó

Spencer Kimball, Book of Mormon Student Manual, 36. 
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More evidence that the Mormon Jesus is a counterfeit

ÅWas previously a spirit-child of the Father and one of his 
unnamed wives. Because many others were born to the same 
ôfamilyõ, Jesus is referred to as ôour eldest brotherõ
ÅProgressed through obedience and became a god.
ÅPrior to incarnation, was the god of the Old Testament
ÅSpirit brother of Lucifer (Chap. 4, Book of Moses in The 

Pearl of Great Price)
ÅMarried Mary and Martha and had children (Journal of 

Discourses, Vol. 4 pp. 259-260).

Salvation in Mormonism
ÅAdamõs sin was a noble act 

that allowed humans to 
become mortal (meaning, 
capable of bearing children), 
which is the first step toward 
godhood
ÅJesus death on the cross 

means that all will be 
resurrected; the point of the 
cross was to provide 
resurrected bodies to all
ÅJesusõ death did not do away 

with the need for works

Salvation in Mormonism

ÅJesusõ death provides 
ôgeneralõ salvation 
(resurrection) but ôindividualõ 
salvation is up to the person
ÅEach person must work and 

prove themselves worthy of 
exaltation to godhood, a 
process known as eternal 
progression
ÅThree celestial kingdoms, with 

the top being reserved for 
those who become gods
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Jehovahõs Witnesses

Brief Overview of Jehovahõs Witnesses

ÅNamed for their belief in 
Godõs true name
ÅWorldview: Monotheism 

[stated], but says Jesus is a 
little god
ÅDeity: Jehovah
ÅAuthority: New World 

Translation of the Scriptures
ÅFounded: 1870
ÅFounder: Charles Taze

Russell

Brief Overview of Charles Russell
ÅBorn in 1852, Pittsburgh
ÅAbandoned the Presbyterian 

church and became a skeptic
ÅBecame enamored with the 

Adventists, who influenced a 
number of his doctrines
ÅWrote Studies in the Scriptures ; 

claimed no one can understand the 
Bible without it
ÅPredicted Jesus would return in 
1914; when that didnõt happen, he 
claimed Jesus came back invisibly 
and is reigning
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Who is the Jehovahõs Witnesses 
Jesus?

Not God:
ò. . . The true Scriptures speak of Godõs Son, the Word, 
as ôa god.õ He is a ômighty god,õ but not the Almighty God, 

who is Jehovah ðIsaiah 9:6.ó
The Truth Shall Make You Free , pg. 47.

Is/was the angel Michael
òBeing the only begotten Son of God, . . . The Word would be a 

prince among all other creatures. In this office he bore another name in 
heaven, which name is ôMichaelõ. . . . Other names were given to the 

Son in course of timeó
The Truth Shall Make You Free , pg. 49.
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Was not resurrected in a glorified body
òThis firstborn from the dead was raised from the grave, not 

a human creature, but a spiritó
Let God Be True , pg. 276.

Salvation in the Watchtower

ÅJehovahõs Witnesses practice 
a works-based salvation.
Åòto get oneõs name written in 

that Book of Life will depend 
upon oneõs works.ó ðThe 
Watchtower, April 1947, pg. 
204. 
ÅChristõs death only wiped 

away the sin of Adam; it just 
provides a person with a 
chance at salvation. 

More Counterfeit christsfrom the Cults


