
Counterfeit Christs
A study of false saviors and false salvation

"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless 
you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.ó- John 8:24



Counterfeit Christs
The Counterfeit Christ of Humanism
òUsing technology wisely, we can control our environment, conquer 
poverty, markedly reduce disease, extend our life-span, significantly 
modify our behavior, alter the course of human evolution and cultural 
development, unlock vast new powers, and provide humankind with 
unparalleled opportunity for achieving an abundant and meaningful 

life.ó
- Humanist Manifesto II 



Ever since God made man in His 
image, man has been trying to return 

the favor.
- Voltaire



Humanism is a religion 
where man is the measure 

of all things.  In Humanism, 
there is: 

ÅNo Creator
ÅNo Creation
ÅNo God Given Absolutes

What is Humanism? 



òReligious humanists regard 
the universe as self-existing 
and not created. Humanism 

asserts that the nature of the 
universe depicted by modern 
science makes unacceptable 
any supernatural or cosmic 
guarantees of human values.ó 

- Humanist Manifesto I, pg. 8

What is Humanism? 



ÅA materialistic view of reality 
with chance as its only force 
yields only silence as a 
response to values or any basis 
for law.  There is no way to 
ascertain the òoughtó from the 
òisó. God and sin against God 
are gone. There is no need for 
Christ & a cross
ÅHuman law, and the courts, 

become the primary vehicle to 
force humanistic thinking upon 
the population

The Fall of Humanistic Moral Dominoes



Humanismõs Downward Spiral
Humanism pushes for òfreedomó but has no consensus 

or means to contain it.

Result is chaos and lawlessness because people 
exercise their freedom in an excessive manner.

Result is authoritarianism and slavery under state / 
political rule.

In the end, the individual does not matter; only the state and society.



How did we get here?



Protagoras (c. 481 ð411 B.C.) is 
credited with coining Humanismõs 
mantra: òMan is the measure of all 
things, of those that are, of those 
that are not that they are notó 

(Protagoras, Fragment I). Agnostic 
and skeptic Bertrand Russell says, 
òThis is interpreted as meaning that 

each man is the measure of all 
things, and that, when men differ, 
there is no objective truth in virtue 
of which one is right and the other 

wrong.ó

Protagoras



From Augustine to the Reformation, the intellectual aspects 
of Western civilization and the concept of truth were 

dominated by theologians. Beginning with the Renaissance (a 
French term meaning ôrebirthõ or ôrevivalõ) periods of the 14th ð

17th centuries, thinkers began to elevate humankind to the 
center of reality, with one other noted trait being the rejection 
of Aristotelian thought in favor of Platonism and mysticism, 

which is not unlike the postmodernist stance seen today.



Rene Descartes (1596-1650) 
believed in God but either knowingly 
or unknowingly moved the center of 

epistemology about God and things in 
general from divine revelation to man 
himself. Descartes, with his òI think, 
therefore I amó pioneered the concept 

of methodological doubt. The only 
thing he couldnõt doubt was that he 

was doubting, and since this was true, 
reality actually existed. Made error in 
thinking manõs mind was not effected 

by the Fall and sin.

Rene Descartes



But the Enlightenment ðalso sometimes referred to as the Age of Reason and 
pegged by historians as developing between 1600 and 1800 ðmore fully replaced 

the intellectualism of theology that started in the Renaissance with that of 
humanity on the stage of human history. Enlightenment thinkers attributed much 
greater intellectual prowess and moral abilities to humans than had prior historyõs 
theologians. The famous statement commonly attributed to Anselm ðòI believe in 
order that I may understandó was discarded and replaced with òI believe what I can 
understandó. The Enlightenmentõs goal was to elevate reason over what it 

considered to be superstition, with the end result being that pure reason replaced 
revelation as the arbiter of truth.



òõHave courage to use 
your own reasonõ ðthat is 

the motto of 
enlightenmentó 
-Immanuel Kant
òWhat is Enlightenmentó in 

Foundations of the Metaphysics of 
Morals and What is Enlightenment? 

Immanuel Kant



John Dewey (1859-1952) wrote the 
marching orders for the contemporary 
humanist movement in his book òA 
Common Faithó, published in 1934. 
Concerning humanism, Dewey said: 
òLetõs take it and make it the militant 
religion of the public schools.ó òHere 

are all the elements for a religious faith 
that shall not be confined to sect, 

class, or race. Such a faith has always 
been implicitly the common faith of 

mankind. It remains to make it explicit 
and militant.ó (A Common Faith, 87).  

John Dewey



Julian Huxley (1887-1975) was an 
agnostic, evolutionary humanist 

philosopher. In 1927 he produced 
his book òReligion without 

Revelationó in which he predicted 
that Evolutionary Humanism would 
become the dominant religion in the 
not-too-distant future. He believed 

that only man armed with the 
scientific method could find truth. 
There is no supernatural being or 
world that exists apart from this 

one.

Julian Huxley



òUsing technology wisely, we can 
control our environment, conquer 
poverty, markedly reduce disease, 
extend our life-span, significantly 

modify our behavior, alter the 
course of human evolution and 

cultural development, unlock vast 
new powers, and provide 

humankind with unparalleled 
opportunity for achieving an 
abundant and meaningful life.ó

- Humanist Manifesto II 



7.25.3.6.5 (02-23-1999) Religious Belief Defined:
The term "religious" as used in IRC 501(c)(3) is not subject to precise definition. The 

leading interpretation of the term was made by the Supreme Court in United States v. 
Seeger, 380 U.S. 163 (1965), in which the Court interpreted the phrase "religious 
training and belief" as used in the Universal Military Training and Service Act, 50 

U.S.C. section 456 (j), in determining an individual's eligibility for exemption from military 
service on religious grounds. The Court formulated the following definition: "A sincere 
and meaningful belief which occupies in the life of its possessor a place parallel to that 

filled by the God of those admittedly qualifying for the exemption comes within the 
statutory definition." 

The Court elaborated upon the Seeger definition in Welsh v. United States, 398 
U.S. 33 (1970), stating that "[ i]f an individual deeply and sincerely holds beliefs that are 
purely ethical or moral in source and content but that nevertheless impose upon him a duty 

of conscience to refrain from participating in any war at any time, those beliefs certainly 
occupy in the life of that individual a place parallel to that filled by... God in the lives of 

traditionally religious persons." Thus, religious beliefs include many beliefs (for example, 
Taoism, Buddhism, and Secular Humanism) that do not posit the existence of a 

Supreme Being in the conventional sense. 

IRS Defines Secular Humanism as a Religion



òIn essence, much (if not all) 
of the value of humanism is 
derived from the Christian 
character of its premises or 

presuppositions. In this moral 
sense, Western humanisms 

are often in effect non-
theistic Christian cults.ó

ðNorman Geisler
Introduction to Philosophy, 366-7



If man is the measure of all things and 
there is no God, then man becomes 

God and his own savior



In the East kings were regarded as sons 
of the gods and venerated as such from 
earliest times. From the deityõshand the 
king received the law by which he ruled. 

On the stone on which the famous 
Code of Hammurabi is inscribed there 
is an account of how this happened to 
that king. His office he received direct 
from the deity, so that it was inviolable. 
In the king the god revealed himself to 

people, and through him he entered into 
union with the people.

In Egypt the pharaoh was the son of 
the sun-god. As such he was elevated 
above his subjects and stood between 
them and the gods. His subjects were 

compelled to absolute obedience to him, 
nor could they in any circumstance rebel 
against a king who was acting unjustly.


