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Counterfeit Christs
A study of false saviors and false salvation

"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you 
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.ó - John 8:24

Counterfeit Christs
The Counterfeit Christ of Mythology

òThe reality is, Jesus was the Solar Deity of the Gnostic Christian 
sect and like all other Pagan gods, he was a mythical figure.ó

ðInternet Movie Zeitgeist

òWhy should we consider the 
stories of Osiris, Dionysus, 

Adonis, Attis, Mithras, and the 
other pagan mystery saviors as 

fables, yet come across 
essentially the same story told in 
a Jewish context and believe it to 
be the biography of a carpenter 

from Bethlehem?ó 
ðTimothy Freke/ Peter Gandy

òThe Jesus Mysteriesó was a 
very important book for me in 
leaving Christianityéó
ðSkeptic Forum Post
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òThe reality is, Jesus was the 
Solar Deity of the Gnostic 

Christian sect and like all other 
Pagan gods, he was a mythical 

figure. It was the political 
establishment that sought to 

historizethe Jesus figure for social 
control. By 325 a.d. in Rome, 

emperor Constantine convened the 
Council of Nicea. It was during this 

meeting that the politically 
motivated Christian Doctrines 

were established and thus began a 
long history of Christian bloodshed 

and spiritual fraud. ò                              
- Zeitgeist Transcript

Questions That Need Answers:

1. Did Jesus of Nazareth actually live? 
2. Where do these claims of a mythological Jesus come 

from and what are they?
3. Was the Person of Jesus distorted into something 

much more by His disciples or others?

"Error, indeed, is never 
set forth in its naked 

deformity, lest being thus 
exposed, it should at once 

be detected. But it is 
craftily decked out in an 
attractive dress, so as by 

its outward form, to make it 
appear to the 

inexperienced... more true 
than truth itself."  

- Irenaeus

A Warning about Discernment
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Did Jesus of Nazareth actually live? 

òHistorically it is quite 
doubtful whether Christ 
ever existed at all, and if 
he did we know nothing 

about him. ó  
ðBertrand Russell

Why I am not a Christian, 16

1. Bibliographical Test ðhow reliable are the 
manuscripts we have and how early is the dating?

2. Internal Evidence Test ðis the document  free of 
contradictions and do the accounts match?

3. External Evidence Test ðis their external evidence 
that corroborates the documentõs testimony? 

How History is Understood/Believed

Eyewitness accounts that were 
accurately and faithfully recorded by 

those who can be trusted.
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òWe can already say emphatically that there is no longer any solid 
basis for dating any book of the New Testament after about A.D. 

80. In my opinion, every book of the New Testament was written by a 
baptized Jew between the 40õs and the 80õs of the first century (very 

probably sometime between about A. D. 50 and 75)ó
- William F. Albright, Archaeologist

How Does the New Testament Rate?

Number of manuscripts
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New Testament ð24,000 Greek (5,300), Latin (10,000), Misc (9,000)
20-
50

Homerõs Iliad ð643 500

Caesar's Gallic Wars - 10 1,000

Plato - 61,200
The New Testament has 

no rival in the ancient 
world for both the number 

of manuscripts and the 
early dating of the 

authorship

òAt this time there was a wise man who 
was called Jesus. And his conduct was 

good and was known to be virtuous. 
Many people among the Jews and 
other nations became his disciples. 

Pilate condemned him to be crucified 
and to die. And those who had become 

his disciples did not abandon his 
discipleship. They reported that he 

had appeared to them three days after 
his crucifixion and that he was alive; 

accordingly, he was perhaps the 
messiah concerning whom the prophets 

have recounted wonders. ó  
ðAntiquities 18.3.3 

(undisputed rendering)

Extra -Biblical Writings of Jesus

òNero substituted as culprits and punished with the utmost refinements of 
cruelty, a class of men loathed for their vices whom the crowd styled Christians. 
Christus, from whom they got their name, had been executed by sentence of the 

procurator Pontius Pilate when Tiberius was emperor.ó 
ðTacitus (Roman historian), Annals, Book 15.

òThey were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, 
when they sang an anthem to Christ as God, and bound themselves by a solemn 

oath not to commit any wicked deedéó 
ðPliny the Younger, Letters, series 10.

òOn the eve of Passover Yeshuawas hanged é since nothing was brought 
forward in his favourhe was hanged on the eve of the Passover!ó

ðJewish Talmud, Sanhedrin 43a.

Jesus is referenced by more historians of antiquity than the Roman emperor at 
the time  (Jesusõ 43 vs. Tiberiusõ 10).

Extra -Biblical Writings of Jesus ðEnemy Attestation
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òToday no 
competent 

scholar denies 
the historicity of 
Jesus.ó
- Bruce 

Metzger, Ph.D.

For More Information on the Historicity of Christé

Where do these claims of a mythological 
Jesus come from and what are they? 
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Two Points to Keep in Mind

1.The seriousness of any truth claim dictate the 
amount of evidence necessary to support it.

2.The evidence should follow accepted scholarly 
standards (e.g. use of original sources, early dating 
of sources close to the event, consistency in reports, 
etc.)

Although some may argue for the participation of 
other, earlier historical figures, most historians peg 
the start of these claims with a man named Bruno 

Bauer (1809 ð1882). Bauer was a German 
theologian, philosopher and historian who looked 

at the sources of the New Testament and 
controversially concluded that early Christianity 
owed more to Greek philosophy (Stoicism) than 
to Judaism. Starting in 1840, he began a series 
of controversial works arguing that Jesus was a 
myth, a second century fusion of Jewish, Greek, 
and Roman theology. His work was picked up by 

Albert Kalthoff (1850-1906) who followed 
Bauerõs extreme skepticism about the historical 

Jesus. Kalthoff went so far as to claim that Jesus 
of Nazareth never existed and was not the 

founder of Christianity .

Sources for Mythological Jesus Claims

After Bauer and Katlhoff came others, with the most 
notable being James Frazer who wrote a work entitled 
The Golden Bough where he argued the theory of 
there being widespread worship of dying and rising 

fertility gods in various places -Tammuz in 
Mesopotamia, Adonis in Syria, Attis in Asia Minor, 
and Osiris in Egypt. Frazerõs view has been adopted 
by many who little realize its fragile foundations, with 

the explanation of the Christian Resurrection by such 
a comparative-religions approach even being reflected 

in official Soviet propaganda. In the 1930s three 
influential French scholars, M. Goguel , C. 

Guignebert , and A. Loisy, added to Frazerõs claims by 
interpreting Christianity as a syncretistic religion 
formed under the influence of Hellenistic mystery 
religions.  And today, modern propagators of this 

thinking include the producers of the internet movie 
Zeitgeist, Dan Brown, and Freke and Gandy.  

Sources for Mythological Jesus Claims
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Produced by òPeter Josephó; real name is James Coyman. Use 
biblical pseudonym to help credibility and protect himself. Watched 

millions of times and purports to have 40,000 new people view it each 
day. From where does his information come? 

Modern Day Voices of the Myth Claim

Sources for Mythological Jesus Claims

ÅReal name: D. Murdock; òAcharyaó means guru or teacher
ÅBA, liberal arts Classics, Greek Civilization, from Franklin and Marshall 

College.
ÅQuoted verbatim in Zeitgeist
ÅBooks published by Adventures Unlimited Press (also publishes books on 

time travel, the existence of werewolves, and the lost city of Atlantis). 
ÅWork not touched by one reputable publishing house
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Sources for Mythological Jesus Claims
ÅBelieves Jesus never existed (a view shared by no New Testament scholar)
ÅAll the gospels not penned until after AD 150 (a view shared by no New Testament 

scholar)
ÅAsserts all of Paulõs letters are forgeries
ÅSays no reliable external sources exist to testify about Jesus 
ÅBelieves astrology and the zodiac was a key factor in both the Old and New Testament.  

However, Scripture forbids astrology (Deut. 4:19) plus Genesis was written around 
1,000 B.C. with the actual events having occurred even earlier. History shows that the 
division of the stars/constellations into the 12 zodiacal signs did not occur until the 
Babylonians made the divisions around the fifth century B.C. so the timing is off 

ÅQuotes Adolf Hitler as saying that it was his Christian 
convictions which led him to attempt to exterminate the Jews. 
Source is The Womanõs Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets!
ÅMakes many claims such as the story of Lazarusõ rising from the 

dead being an Egyptian myth without sources (or uses secondary 
sources)

òI read Acharyaõsbooks and enjoyed them.  If you read the feedback in the òEmails I have 
lovedó section on her website, youõll encounter a number of people who have benefited 
from her books: they stopped believing in Christ.ó ðSkeptic forum post

Sources for Mythological Jesus Claims
ÅGerald Massey: Born in England; 1828-1907
ÅNot a trained/learned archaeologist or Egyptologist, but a poet  
ÅAsserted that Christianity borrowed its religion from Egypt myth
ÅUses as key source of evidence Toledeth Jeshu, "Book of the 
Lineage of Jesusò, a widely discredited historical source (dated 
around 6th century) that is sometimes used to ôproveõ that Jesus 
never actually existed
ÅAsserts many things in writings without sources or references
ÅDr. W. Gasque, Ph.D., (Manchester, Harvard), investigated 
Massey (among others like him) with learned Egyptologists: òI sent 
an email to twenty leading Egyptologists ñin Canada, USA, 
UK, Australia, Germany, and AustriaéThat the god Horus is "an 
Egyptian Christos, or Christ.... He and his mother, Isis, were the 
forerunners of the Christian Madonna and Child, and together 
they constituted a leading image in Egyptian religion for millennia 
prior to the Gospels é The responding scholars were unanimous in 
dismissing the suggested etymologies for Jesus and Christ.ó

Sources for Mythological Jesus Claims
ÅDeveloped strong interest in psychic phenomena 

between the years 1862 and 1877 and wrote a 
book on spiritualism in 1871
ÅBegan lecturing on mesmerism (medical quackery 

developed in the 18th century that deals with 
hypnosis induced through animal magnetism), the 
mystical interpretation of the Bible, and spiritualism
ÅBegan contributing articles to òLucifer magazineó, 

which was started by a woman named H. P. 
Blavatsky, who was one of the forerunners of the 
theosophical society, an occultic organization that 
believed (among other things), Lucifer was the light 
bearer for all and equated him with Jesus
ÅAfter this immersion, Massey began to do his study 
of Egyptology and òfoundó all the supposed 
parallels between Jesus and other pagan gods



12/31/2009

9

Horus According to Zeitgeist/Others

Horus According to Zeitgeist/Others

Horus According to History/Truth
ÅHorus was born to Isis; no mention in history of her being called òMaryó
ÅMary is our anglicized form of real name ôMiryamõ or Miriam

ÅIsis not a virgin; widow of Osiris who conceived Horus with Osiris
ÅHorus born during month of Khoiak (Oct/Nov), not Dec 25 th

ÅDec 25 thcelebration of Christõs birth did not occur until 4th century and 
linked to Winter solstice celebration.  Bible never assigns birth date to 
Christ

ÅNo record of three kings visiting Horus at birth
ÅòKingsó didnõt visit Christ at His birth ðmagi (king makers) did. Bible never 

states the number of magi that came
ÅHorus not a òsavioró in any shape or form
ÅNo account records Horus being a child teacher at age 12
ÅHorus not òbaptizedó.  Only account of Horus and water incident described in 

one story of Horus being torn to pieces, with Iris requesting the crocodile god 
to fish him out of the water he was placed into
ÅHorus did not have a òministryó
ÅHorus did not have 12 disciples. According to the Horus accounts, Horus had 

four semi-gods that were followers and some indications of 16 human followers 
and an unknown number of blacksmiths that went into battle with him


