Counterfeit Christs

A study of false saviors and false salvation
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Counterfeit Christs

The Counterfeit Christ of Mythology
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OThe reality I s. Jesus was
Solar Deity of the Gnostic
Christian sect and like all other
Pagan gods, he was a mythical
figure. It was the political
establishment that sought to
historizethe Jesus figure for social
control. By 325 a.d. in Rome,
emperor Constantine convened the
Council of Nicea. It was during this }
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meeting that the politically
motivated Christian Doctrines
were established and thus began i

long history of Christian bloodshed —‘
and spiritua -
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Questions That Need Answers:

1. Did Jesus of Nazareth actually live?
2. Where do these claims of a mythological Jesus come

from and what are they?
3. Was the Person of Jesus distorted into something

much more by His disciples or others?



A Warning about Discernment

"Error, Indeed, Is never
set forth In its naked
deformity, lest being thus
exposed, it should at once

be detected. But it Is
craftily decked out in an
attractive dress, so as by
Its outward form, to make It
appear to the
Inexperienced... more true
than truth itself."
- [renaeus




Did Jesus of Nazareth actually live*




oHI stori1 cal
doubtful whether Christ
ever existed at all, and |
he did we know nothing
about h |

d Bertrand Russell
Why | am not a Christiarn 16




How History Is Understood/Believed

Eyewitness accounts that were
accurately and faithfully recorded by
those who can be trusted.

1. Bibliographical Test 0 how reliable are the
manuscripts we have and how early is the dating?

2. Internal Evidence Test 0 Is the document free of
contradictions and do the accounts match?

3. External Evidence Test 0 is their external evidence
t hat corroborates the do



How Does the New Testament Rate?
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oOWe can already say emphatica
basis for dating any book of the New Testament after about A.D.
80. In my opinion, every book of the New Testament was written by
bapti zed Jew between the 400s
probably someti me bet ween :
- William F. Albright, Archaeologist



Extra -Biblical Writings of Jesus

OAt this time t heigs
was called Jesus. And his conduct was
good and was known to be virtuous.
Many people among the Jews and
other nations became his disciples.
Pilate condemned him to be crucified
and to die. And those who had become
his disciples did not abandon his
discipleship. They reported that he
had appeared to them three days after
his crucifixion and that he was alive;
accordingly, he was perhaps the
messiah concerning whom the prophet

have recounted
d Antiquities 18.3.3
(undisputed rendering)




Extra -Biblical Writings of Jesus 0 Enemy Attestation

ONero substituted as culprits and
cruelty, a class of men loathed for their vices whom the crowd styled Christian:
Christus, from whom they got their name, had been executed by sentence of tt

procurator Pontius Pil ate when
d Tacitus (Roman historian), Annals, Book 15.

oOoThey were in the habit of meeting
when they sang an anthem to Christ as God, and bound themselves by a soler
oath not to commit any wic

d Pliny the Younger, Letters, series 10.

0On t he eveYeshawRas angred ¢é since
forward in hisavourh e was hanged on the ev
d Jewish Talmud, Sanhedrin 43a.

Jesus is referenced by more historians of antiquity than the Roman emperor a
the ti me (FURENSIIRSSOMNA™S v s . T



