
Counterfeit Christs
A study of false saviors and false salvation

"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you 
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.ó - John 8:24



Counterfeit Christs
The Counterfeit Christ of Mythology

òThe reality is, Jesus was the Solar Deity of the Gnostic Christian 
sect and like all other Pagan gods, he was a mythical figure.ó

ðInternet Movie Zeitgeist



òWhy should we consider the 
stories of Osiris, Dionysus, 

Adonis, Attis, Mithras, and the 
other pagan mystery saviors as 

fables, yet come across 
essentially the same story told in 
a Jewish context and believe it to 
be the biography of a carpenter 

from Bethlehem?ó 
ðTimothy Freke/ Peter Gandy

òThe Jesus Mysteriesó was a 
very important book for me in 
leaving Christianityéó
ðSkeptic Forum Post



òThe reality is, Jesus was the 
Solar Deity of the Gnostic 

Christian sect and like all other 
Pagan gods, he was a mythical 

figure. It was the political 
establishment that sought to 

historizethe Jesus figure for social 
control. By 325 a.d. in Rome, 

emperor Constantine convened the 
Council of Nicea. It was during this 

meeting that the politically 
motivated Christian Doctrines 

were established and thus began a 
long history of Christian bloodshed 

and spiritual fraud. ò                              
- Zeitgeist Transcript



Questions That Need Answers:

1. Did Jesus of Nazareth actually live? 
2. Where do these claims of a mythological Jesus come 

from and what are they?
3. Was the Person of Jesus distorted into something 

much more by His disciples or others?



"Error, indeed, is never 
set forth in its naked 

deformity, lest being thus 
exposed, it should at once 

be detected. But it is 
craftily decked out in an 
attractive dress, so as by 

its outward form, to make it 
appear to the 

inexperienced... more true 
than truth itself."  

- Irenaeus

A Warning about Discernment



Did Jesus of Nazareth actually live? 



òHistorically it is quite 
doubtful whether Christ 
ever existed at all, and if 
he did we know nothing 

about him. ó  
ðBertrand Russell

Why I am not a Christian, 16



1. Bibliographical Test ðhow reliable are the 
manuscripts we have and how early is the dating?

2. Internal Evidence Test ðis the document  free of 
contradictions and do the accounts match?

3. External Evidence Test ðis their external evidence 
that corroborates the documentõs testimony? 

How History is Understood/Believed

Eyewitness accounts that were 
accurately and faithfully recorded by 

those who can be trusted.



òWe can already say emphatically that there is no longer any solid 
basis for dating any book of the New Testament after about A.D. 

80. In my opinion, every book of the New Testament was written by a 
baptized Jew between the 40õs and the 80õs of the first century (very 

probably sometime between about A. D. 50 and 75)ó
- William F. Albright, Archaeologist

How Does the New Testament Rate?

Number of manuscripts
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New Testament ð24,000 Greek (5,300), Latin (10,000), Misc (9,000)
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Homerõs Iliad ð643 500

Caesar's Gallic Wars - 10 1,000

Plato - 61,200
The New Testament has 

no rival in the ancient 
world for both the number 

of manuscripts and the 
early dating of the 

authorship



òAt this time there was a wise man who 
was called Jesus. And his conduct was 

good and was known to be virtuous. 
Many people among the Jews and 
other nations became his disciples. 

Pilate condemned him to be crucified 
and to die. And those who had become 

his disciples did not abandon his 
discipleship. They reported that he 

had appeared to them three days after 
his crucifixion and that he was alive; 

accordingly, he was perhaps the 
messiah concerning whom the prophets 

have recounted wonders. ó  
ðAntiquities 18.3.3 

(undisputed rendering)

Extra -Biblical Writings of Jesus



òNero substituted as culprits and punished with the utmost refinements of 
cruelty, a class of men loathed for their vices whom the crowd styled Christians. 
Christus, from whom they got their name, had been executed by sentence of the 

procurator Pontius Pilate when Tiberius was emperor.ó 
ðTacitus (Roman historian), Annals, Book 15.

òThey were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, 
when they sang an anthem to Christ as God, and bound themselves by a solemn 

oath not to commit any wicked deedéó 
ðPliny the Younger, Letters, series 10.

òOn the eve of Passover Yeshuawas hanged é since nothing was brought 
forward in his favourhe was hanged on the eve of the Passover!ó

ðJewish Talmud, Sanhedrin 43a.

Jesus is referenced by more historians of antiquity than the Roman emperor at 
the time  (Jesusõ 43 vs. Tiberiusõ 10).

Extra -Biblical Writings of Jesus ðEnemy Attestation


