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Counterfeit Christs
A study of false saviors and false salvation

"Therefore I said to you that you will die in 
your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, 

you will die in your sins.£- John 8:24

"For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom 
we have not preached, or you receive a different 

spirit which you have not received, or a 
different gospel which you have not accepted, you 

bear this beautifully."(2 Corinthians 11:4) 

Introduction ðThe Danger of a Counterfeit

Counterfeit Christs

counÅterÅfeit
1. an imitation intended to be passed off 

fraudulently or deceptively as genuine. 
2. forgery. 
3. a copy. 
4. a close likeness; portrait. 
5. impostor; pretender.
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Christõs Warning to Us

òFor many will come in My name, saying, ôI am 
the Christ,õ and will mislead many é Then if 
anyone says to you, ôBehold, here is the 
Christ,õ or ôThere He is,õ do not believe him. 

For false Christs and false prophets will arise 
and will show great signs and wonders, so as to 

mislead, if possible, even the elect."
(Matthew 24:5,23-24) 

The Pattern of False Teaching

A False god
A False christ
A False gospel

A False prophet
A False authority

Proclaim

òWho do people 
say that the 

Son of Man is?ó 
- Matthew 

16:13
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Is Believing in the Right Christ Important?

Does it really matter whether you believeé

1. Jesus is God in the flesh and the 
savior of mankind.

2. Jesus is the Son of God, but only a 
created being.

3. Jesus is not the Son of God, but 
only an important prophet of God.

4. Jesus was a great, moral teacher, but 
nothing more.

5. Jesus manifested the Christ, but 
was only one of the Christõs 
incarnations.

6. Jesus was just a myth, but a good 
moral idea to cling to.

A Review of Logic & Critical Thinking
Logic is built upon four foundational laws

1. Law of non-contradiction ð
something cannot be òAó and 
ònon-Aó at the same time and in 
the same sense.

2. Law of identity ðòAó is really 
òAó.

3. Law of the excluded middle ð
something is either òAó or 
ònon-Aó.

4. Law of rational inference ðe.g. 
All men are mortal, John is a 
man, therefore John is mortal.

The Importance of the Law of Non-Contradiction

1. Makes rational thought 
possible: it basically 
mandates that the 
opposite of true is false

2. Anyone denying the 
law of non-contradiction 
actually makes use of it; 
therefore their 
argument becomes self-
defeating
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The Importance of the Law of Non-Contradiction

òWe believe that all religions are basically 
the same, 

at least the one that we read was. 
They all believe in love and goodness. 

They only differ on matters of 
creation sin heaven hell God and salvation.ó

- Steve Turner, excerpt from Creed

The Importance of the Law of Non-Contradiction

òAnyone who denies 
the law of non-

contradiction should be 
beaten and burned until 

they admit that to be 
beaten and burned is 

not the same thing as to 
NOT be beaten and 

burned.ó
- Avicenna, Muslim Philosopher

The Importance of the Law of Identity

1. Makes rational communication possible
2. Acts as a protective mechanism.  For example, 

does it matter which of these you drink?:
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The Power of the Law of Identity

1. Immune to sincerity
2. Immune to belief
3. Immune to desire

No matter how sincere a person is, no matter what they 
believe,  no matter how much they desire their belief to be 
true, the law of identity overrules them. 

Does a case of òMistaken 
Identityó have 

consequences for those 
who put their belief in the 

wrong Jesus?

Why Believing in the Real Jesus Matters

1. Enables a true salvation experience.
2. Enables a true reconciliation between God 

and man. 
3. Enables a true view of God and affects how 

we live. 
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The Real Jesus Enables True Salvation

òTherefore I said to you that you will die in your 
sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will 

die in your sins.ó 
(John 8:24).

The Real Jesus Enables True Reconciliation

òFor there is one God,and one mediator also 
between God and men,the man Christ 

Jesus,who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the 
testimonygiven at the proper time.ó 

(1 Timothy 2:5-6)

The Real Jesus Enables Our Lives

ÅJesus, being God, shows us what God is like.
ÅJesus, being God, shows Godõs love for us.   
ÅJesus, being God, has the authority to tell us 
how to live.
ÅJesus, if not God , becomes just another voice 
to be considered and dismissed.     
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òWhy do you call Me, 
ôLord, Lord,õ and do not 

do what I say?ó                                                                            
(Luke 6:46)

So Does it Matter What You Believe?

òWoe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, 
because you travel around on sea and land to 

make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, 
you make him twice as much a son of hell as 

yourselves.ó 
(Matthew 23:15)  

Seven Counterfeits of the Real Christ

1. The counterfeit christof false 
religions

2. The counterfeit christof the 
cults

3. The counterfeit christof the 
occult

4. The counterfeit christof 
mythology

5. The counterfeit christof 
humanism

6. The counterfeit christof 
pluralism

7. The ultimate counterfeit ðthe 
Antichrist


