
Counterfeit Christs
A study of false saviors and false salvation

"Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless 
you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.ó- John 8:24



òI pick and choose what I like about Jesus and ignore the rest.ó
- Adherent to Pluralist Philosophy

The Counterfeit Christ of Pluralism
Counterfeit Christs



What is Pluralism?

In general, pluralism is òthe 
process by which the number 

of options in the private 
sphere of modern society 

rapidly multiplies at all levels, 
especially at the level of 

worldview, faiths, and 
ideologiesó 

ðD. A. Carson



Three Kinds of Pluralism

Three Kinds of Pluralism:

1. Empirical pluralism
2. Cherished pluralism
3. Philosophical pluralism



Empirical Pluralism

Empirical pluralism simply refers to 
the fact that we all live in a diverse 
society. For example, America is a 

country of many languages, 
ethnicities, religions, and worldviews, 

and in modern times it is far more 
accurate to speak of American 
cultures than American culture. 
Empirical pluralism encourages 

alternatives and makes it easy for an 
individual to make person choices 

that are agreeable to them.



Cherished Pluralism
Cherished pluralism takes empirical 

pluralism and adds an additional 
ingredient ðapproval. Missionary 

Leslie Newbigginexplains cherished 
pluralism as: ònot merely a society 

which is in fact plural in the variety of 
cultures, religions, and lifestyles 

which it embraces, but pluralist in the 
sense that this plurality is celebrated 

as things to be approved and 
cherishedó. Cherished pluralism 
says that a person must nod in 

agreement with a stance and in no 
way condemn it as wrong. 



Philosophical Pluralism

Philosophical pluralism naturally 
flows from celebrated pluralism 

and says that no religion has the 
right to pronounce itself right or 

true and the other competing 
faiths false, or even relatively 

inferior. For those who espouse a 
philosophical religious pluralism, 

there is no longer any heresy, 
except perhaps the view that 

there are heresies. 



òIt all comes down to pairing your personal 
inclinations with dogma while paring down the 
dozens of faiths covered in the book é "You 
have to pay attention to the initial attraction. 
But what about the lifestyle and values? Do 

they really match yours?ò 

The founders of Beliefnet , a Web site 
exploring spirituality, had a sense of this 

fluidity when launching the site in 1999, says 
Michael Kress, managing editor. The site 

created the Belief-O -Matic to have fun with 
all this interest. The 20-question quiz asks 
people about their core beliefs. At the end 
of the quiz, people get a ranking of religions 

that best match their beliefs.

-Shopping for a new religion?, 
Louisville Courier Journal, Aug 31, 2008



The Downward Slide to Philosophical Pluralism

Relative Language

Relative Truth

Pluralism


