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I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son , our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost , born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy 

catholic church; the communionof saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrectionof the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

The Creed
I BELIEVE in CHRISTõS 
SUBSTITUTIONARY 

DEATH
Part 2

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son , our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost , born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy 

catholic church; the communionof saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrectionof the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

Key Questioné
òWhy Did Jesus Have to Die?ó

éand what did it accomplish?

The Creed ðI Believe in Christõs Substitutionary Death



3/26/2009

2

Aristotle asked the question 
(hundreds of years before Christ 
came), what would happen if a man 
arose that lived such a perfect life 
that people thought he was a godé?

Aristotle on the Life of a Perfect Man
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Answer: He would have to be killed 
because the perfection that shown 

from his life would expose the 
bankruptcy in the lives of everyone 

around him. 

Jesus of Nazareth died on a cross

Dimensions of Christõs Death

History

Jesus Christ died for me

The Gospel

VS.
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We need to examine bothhistory and Godõs plan of salvation

Christõs 
Death 
From 
Historyé
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" Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him, saying, 
òAre You the King of the Jews?ó And Jesus said to him, òIt is as you say.ó And while 
He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He did not answer. Then Pilate 
said to Him, òDo You not hear how many things they testify against You?ó And He 

did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the governor was quite 
amazed. Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the people any 
one prisoner whom they wanted. At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner, 
called Barabbas. So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, òWhom 
do you want me to release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?ó For he 

knew that because of envy they had handed Him over. While he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, òHave nothing to do with that 
righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him.ó But the 
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put 
Jesus to death. But the governor said to them, òWhich of the two do you want me to 
release for you?ó And they said, òBarabbas.ó Pilate said to them, òThen what shall I do 
with Jesus who is called Christ?ó They all said, òCrucify Him!ó And he said, òWhy, 
what evil has He done?ó But they kept shouting all the more, saying, òCrucify Him!ó 

When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was starting, 
he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, òI am innocent of this 
Manõs blood; see to that yourselves.ó And all the people said, òHis blood shall be on 
us and on our children!ó Then he released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus 

scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified."(Matthew 27:11-26) 
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Pilate, Pontius, Roman prefect of Judea, the fifth governor of the province and the 
second-longest holder of the office (a.d. 26-36). His term included the time of John 
the Baptistõs activity, as well as that of the public ministry and crucifixion of Jesus. We 

have information about Pilate and his rule in the historical writings of Philo Judaeus 
and Flavius Josephus. An important piece of archaeological evidence is a dedication 
inscription, found in Caesarea Maritima in 1961, where Pilate is given his correct title 

of prefect.

Pontius Pilate
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"Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, 
and summoned Jesus and said to Him, òAre You the 
King of the Jews?ó Jesus answered, òAre you saying 
this on your own initiative, or did others tell you about 
Me?ó Pilate answered, òI am not a Jew, am I? Your own 
nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what 
have You done?ó Jesus answered, òMy kingdom is not 
of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My 

servants would be fighting so that I would not be 
handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not 
of this realm.ó Therefore Pilate said to Him, òSo You 
are a king?ó Jesus answered, òYou say correctly that I 
am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have 
come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone 
who is of the truth hears My voice.ó Pilate said to Him, 
òWhat is truth?ó And when he had said this, he went out 
again to the Jews and said to them, òI find no guilt in 

Him."(John 18:33-38) 

Pontius Pilate
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