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I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son , our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost , born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy 

catholic church; the communionof saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrectionof the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

The Creed
I BELIEVE in CREATION
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The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

" In the beginning God createdthe 
heavens and the earth.ó

- Genesis 1:1
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òAstronomy leads us to a unique event, a 
universe which was created out of nothing, one 

with the very delicate balance needed to provide 
exactly the conditions required to permit life, and 

one which has an underlying (one might say 
ôsupernaturalõ) plan.ó

- Arno Penzias, Physicist, Nobel laureate

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

òOut of nothing didst Thou create heaven and 
earth ða great thing and a small ðbecause Thou 
are Almighty and Good, to make all things good, 
even the great heaven and the small earth. Thou 

wast, and there was nought else from which 
Thou didst create heaven and earth.ó

- Augustine, Confessions

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

òAn atheist before Darwin could have said, 
following Hume: "I have no explanation for 
complex biological design. All I know is that 

God isn't a good explanation, so we must wait 
and hope that somebody comes up with a 
better one." I can't help feeling that such a 

position, though logically sound, would have 
left one feeling pretty unsatisfied, and that 
although atheism might have been logically 

tenable before Darwin, Darwin made it 
possible to be an intellectually fulfilled 

atheist.ó
- Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker

What about Evolution?

Question: Does evolution answer the question of existence?
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The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

òIt seems to me that Richard Dawkins 
constantly overlooks the fact that Darwin 
himself, in the fourteenth chapter of The 

Origin of Species, pointed out that his whole 
argument began with a being which already 

possessed reproductive powers. This is the 
creature the evolution of which a truly 

comprehensive theory of evolution must give 
some account. Darwin himself was well aware 
that he had not produced such an account. It 

now seems to me that the findings of more 
than fifty years of DNA research have 

provided materials for a new and enormously 
powerful argument to design.ó 

- Anthony Flew, philosopher and former atheist

What about Evolution?

Key Questioné

òHow did God create all 
that we know?ó

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation



2/21/2009

4

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Three Possible Creation Scenarios

1. Ex Materia 
2. Ex Deo
3. Ex Nihilo 

Christianity teaches an Ex  Nihilo creation

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Plato taught that matter was eternal and in his 
work Timaeus , he gives posits the Demiurgos 
(although there is some foreshadowing of this 
being in previous works) who is the world 
former of the Good that Plato writes about in 
his work the Republic. The Demiurgos works 
in an ex materia way. He is also a producing 
cause and not a purposing cause. Finally, the 
Good is not a personal God of any kind to 
be worshipped nor is it a creator. Plato is the 
only Greek philosopher to believe time had a 
beginning. 

Ex Materia ðOut of Existing Matter

Key Points: Matter is eternal; creation=formation; Demiurgosis a former not 
producer; God is not sovereign over everything.

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Aristotle posited the one he called òThe 
unmoved moveró. To Aristotle, the universe is 
eternal and the unmoved mover or òFirst 
Causeó was Pure Form or Actuality and not 
infinite. Like Platoõs Good, it was also not a 
being to be worshipped, but unlike Platoõs 
Demiurge, the First Cause is a final and 
purposing cause, but still should not be 
equated to the same efficient/producing cause 
of Christianity that brought the universe into 
being out of nothing since Aristotle held to an 
eternal universe.

Ex Materia ðOut of Existing Matter
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The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Plotinusõ cosmogony is that God is ôoneõ that 
created the world ex deo, that is, out of himself. 
This act is a process of emanation, where the 
One unfolds itself as a seed unfolds into a 
flower. His attempt to explain unity and 
diversity: 
ÅMany beings exist
ÅAll multiplicity is based on prior unity
ÅThere must be an absolute unity that is the basis 

of all multiplicity 
ÅThis absolute unity cannot be a being as it is the 

source of all being and being involves multiplicity  
ÅThis One absolute unity must necessarily unfold 

itself to produce self-consciousness, called 
Intellect 
ÅAs the One unfolds itself outwardly, it produces 
the World Soul, or the òmanyó

Ex Deo ðOut of God

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Comparing Greek and Biblical Views
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Initiator Father One Good Universe

Creates by Son Intellect Demiurge Unmoved Mover

Gives Life Spirit Soul World Soul Soul

Remember that the Greek thinkers arrived at their conclusions via 
General Revelation alone.  

The Creed ðI Believe in God

" In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The 
earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of 
the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of 

the waters.ò
(Genesis 1:1-2) 

Biblical Creation

Herbert Spencer was an evolutionist/scientist who said all reality is made up of 
5 components: Time, Force, Action, Space, Matter

òIn the beginning, God created the Heavens and the earth.ó 

Time              Force    Action              Space                     Matter
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The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

God is to creation like a painter is to their 
painting, or a sculptor is to their sculptureé  He 

created the world and manifests Himself in it.  
The universe and world are not òofó God 

(pantheism) but distinct from Him. 

Correct Way to Think about Creation

Creator Creation

Uncreated Created

Infinite Finite

Eternal Temporal

Necessary Contingent

Changeless Changing

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Apologetic Proofs for Creation

Å Everything that begins to exist must have a cause
Å The universe began to exist
Å Therefore, the universe had a cause

KalamCosmological Argument ðOriginating Cause

òIn the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.ó 
- Genesis 1:1

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Apologetic Proofs for Creation

Å Everything in the universe is dependent (contingent)
Å If every part of the universe is dependent, then so is the 

whole
Å Therefore, the universe is dependent right now on some 

independent / Necessary Being for its present existence 

Vertical Cosmological Argument ðSustaining Cause

"He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together." Colossians 1:17
"And He ... upholds all things by the word of His power..." Hebrews 1:2-3
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The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Apologetic Proofs for Creation

Å Behind every complex design is a designer
Å The universe has a complex design
Å Therefore, the universe has a designer

Teleological Argument ðArgument from Design

òBiologists must constantly keep in mind that what they see was not designed, 
but rather evolved.ó 

ðFrancis Crick, co-discoverer of DNA 

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Apologetic Proofs for Creation

Teleological Argument ðArgument from Design

ò...as I became exposed to the law and order of the universe, I was literally 
humbled by its unerring perfection. I became convinced that there must be a divine 
intent behind it all... My experiences with science led me to God. They challenge 
science to prove the existence of God. But must we really light a candle to see 

the sun?ó (Dr. Wernher von Braun, the father of rocket science)

1. Anthropic Principle
2. Irreducible Complexity
3. Specified Complexity

The Creed ðI Believe in Creation

Apologetic Proofs for Creation

Teleological Argument ðAnthropic Principle
ÅOxygen currently makes up 21 percent of the atmosphere. Were it 25 

percent, fires would erupt everywhere and if it were 15 percent, humans 
would suffocate.
ÅIf gravity was altered by 

0.00000000000000000000000000000000000000001 percent, the sun 
would not exist and the moon would crash into earth. Further, if the 
centrifugal force of planetary movements did not precisely balance the 
gravitational forces, nothing could be held in orbit around the sun. 
ÅIf the universe was expanding at a rate one millionth more slowly than it is, the 

temperature on earth would be 10,000 degrees.
ÅIf Jupiter was not exactly where it is, earth would be bombarded by space 

material that would threaten life on the planet.


