The Creed

| BELIEVE in GOD

| BELIEVE inGOd the Father Almighty, Maker

of heaven and earthandinJESUS ChriSt s only
Son ,our Lord; who was conceived by thel0ly Ghost ' born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, waSrucified,
dead, and buriedhe descended intd1€ll the third dayne rose
again from the deaghe ascended inthieaven and siteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thencdhe shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in thdOly GhOSt : the holy
catholicchurch thecommunionf saints; theforgiveness of sins
the FESUTTECTIONof the body: and thelife everlastingamen
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0Two explorers came upon a cl
were growing many flowers and many weeds. One explorer sayy
0Some gardener must tend thi
0There is no gardener. 6 So
watch. No gardener is ever s
convinced. oBut there is a
insensible to electric shocks, who comes secretly to look after thd
garden he loves. 6 At last t
remains of the original assertion? Just how does what you call a
invisible, intangible, eternally elusive gardener differ from an
i maginary gardener or even
- Anthony Flew, Theology and Falsification

Quest i

we h

-Martin Heidegger
0The Fundament al Question

Our ar g u manythingexists, @od éxists.

oOln one sens
ask the question about
God, his very existence
raises the question about
Godo

-Wolfaart Panneberg
0OBasic Questions i Th
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Four Possible Explanations for Reality

Reality is an illusion

Reality is/was self-created

Reality is selfexistent (eternal)

Reality was created by something that
is selfexistent

Reality is an Illusion

ol think, tF
-Rene Descartes

Descartes, a mathematician, argued

that if he is thi

In other words, | think, therefore | am
not an illusion

lllusions require something experiencing the
illusion. You cannot doubt the existence of
yourself without proving your existence.

Reality as anlllusionis ruled out...

Reality is/was Self -Created

ONothing is what r -~ "~
-Aristotle

Spontaneous generation is an
analytically false concepd false by
definition. Somethingcannotbe
ontologically prior to itself.

0l never asserted so
that anything might
- David Hume, Skeptic/Atheist

Reality beingSelf -Created is ruled out...
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Only Logical Stance on Reality

ASomething exists Q
- \J

ANothing cannot create something
ATherefore, a necessary and }

eternal being exists

-Jonathan Edwards

Two possible options: an eternaliniverseor an eternalCreator

Only Logical Stance on Reality

O0Ther e ar e n odtessentallyyjusto
two. Either human intelligence ultimately owes itd
origin to mindless matter; or there is a Creator. I

is strange that some people claim that it is their
intelligence that leads them to prefer the first to

the second. o
- John Lennox

Matter before Mind or Mind before Matter

An Eternal Universe

All scientific discovery points to one
fact: The universe had a beginning.

AEverything that begins to exist must
have a cause

AThe universe began to exist

ATherefore, the universe had a caust

And simply stated, what has a
beginning cannot be eternal.

Reality being anEternal Universe is ruled out...
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An Eternal Creator

ASomething exists
AYou dondt get som
ATherefore a necessary and eternal
being exists
AThe only two options are an eternal
universe and an eternal Creator
AScience has disproven the concept of » & #
an eternal universe
ATherefore, an eternal Creator exists

Reality being created by &ternal Creator is our answer

Scientists Explanation for Life

According to Francis Crick, Richard Dawkins, and other
|l eading scientists, th

Directed Panspermia

Problem: Infinite Regress

The oUnmove
-Aristotle

An infinite regress of causes is
impossible. There is a difference
between theoretical and actual
infinity,; you ca
infinite number of things between twc

points.
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What Kind of Eternal Creator?

ASome limited, changing being(s) exist

AThe present existence of these beings is caused by another

AThere cannot be an infinite regress of causes of being

ATherefore, there is a first Cause of the present existence of
these beings

AThe first Cause must be infinite, necessary, eternal, simple,
and unchangeable

AThis first uncaused Cause is identical with the God of the
Bible

- Norman Geisler, The Philosophy of Religion

True: or False?

The Eternal Being as Revealed in Nature

AHe must besupernaturalin nature.

AHe must bepowerful (incredibly).

AHe must beeternal (self-existent; no infinite regress of causes).

AHe must beomnipresent(He created space and is not limited by
it).

AHe must betimelessand changelesgHe created time).

AHe must beimmateria{because He transcends space/physical).

AHe must bepersonal( i mper sonal ity cand

AHe must benecessary(as everything else depends on it).

The Eternal Being as Revealed in Nature

AHe must beinfinite andsingularas you cannot have two
infinites

AHe must bediverseyet haveunity

AHe must beintelligent (supremely).

AHe must bepurposefulas He deliberately created everything.

AHe must bemoral(no moral law can be had without a giver).

AHe must becaring(or no moral laws would have been given).

ONo finite point has any meaning
- Jean Paul Sarte




The Eternal Being Revealed in Scripture

ASupernatural 30 | n t he beginning, Go
and the earth. o6(Gen. 1:1)

APowerful-" 6 Ah Lord God! Behol d,
heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your
outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You,"(Jer. 32:17)

AEternal - "Before the mountains were born Or You gave birth
to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting
You are God."(Psalm 90:2)

AOmnipresent - "Where can | go from Your Spirit? Or where
can | flee from Your presence?"(Psalm 139:7)

ATimeless andChangelessd 06 | the Lord, do
3:6).

The Eternal Being Revealed in Scripture

Almmateriabd God is spirit, and tho
worship in spirit and truth.

APersonal- "Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to
hi m, oWhere are you?6" (Gen.

ANecessary - "He is before all things, and in Him all things hold
together."(Col. 1:17)

AlnfiniteandSingular-6 Do | not fill the
decl ares the Lord. " (Jer. 23:
our God, the Lord is one!"(Deuteronomy 6:4)

ADiverse yet haveUnity 3" 6 Go t heref ore an
all the nations, baptizing them in theameof the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit,"(Matthew 28:19)

The Eternal Being Revealed in Scripture

Alntelligent - "He counts the number of the stars; He gives
names to all of them. Great is our Lord and abundant in
strength; His understanding is infinite."(Psalm 147-8)

APurposeful-" 6 For | know the plans
the Lord, 6plans for welfare
future and a hope."(Jer. 29:11)

AMoral 30 f or the Lord our God is
His deeds which He has done"(Daniel 9:14)

ACaring -0 Therefore humble yourse
of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all
your anxi ety on Hi m, becaude
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