
2/8/2009

1

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son , our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost , born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy 

catholic church; the communionof saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrectionof the body; and the life everlasting. Amen
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òTwo explorers came upon a clearing in the jungle. In the clearing 
were growing many flowers and many weeds. One explorer says, 
òSome gardener must tend this plot.ó The other disagrees, 
òThere is no gardener.ó So they pitch their tents and set a 
watch. No gardener is ever seené  Yet still the believer is not 
convinced. òBut there is a gardener, invisible, intangible, 

insensible to electric shocks, who comes secretly to look after the 
garden he loves.ó At last the Skeptic despairs.  òBut what 

remains of the original assertion? Just how does what you call an 
invisible, intangible, eternally elusive gardener differ from an 
imaginary gardener or even from no gardener at all?ó

- Anthony Flew, Theology and Falsification
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Key Questioné

òWhy do we have something 
rather than nothing at all?ó

-Martin Heidegger
òThe Fundamental Question of Metaphysicsó

Our argument is é if anythingexists, God exists.
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òIn one sense man does not 
ask the question about 
God, his very existence 

raises the question about 
Godó. 

-Wolfaart Panneberg
òBasic Questions in Theologyó
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Four Possible Explanations for Reality

1. Reality is an illusion
2. Reality is/was self-created
3. Reality is self-existent (eternal)
4. Reality was created by something that 

is self-existent
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òI think, therefore I am.ó 
-Rene Descartes

Descartes, a mathematician, argued 
that if he is thinking then he must ôbeõ.  
In other words, I think, therefore I am 

not an illusion.  

Illusions require something experiencing the 
illusion.  You cannot doubt the existence of 

yourself without proving your existence.

Reality is an Illusion

Reality as an Illusionis ruled out...
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òNothing is what rocks dream about.ó
-Aristotle

Spontaneous generation is an 
analytically false concept ðfalse by 
definition.  Something cannotbe 

ontologically prior to itself. 

òI never asserted so absurd a proposition as 
that anything might arise without a cause.ó

- David Hume, Skeptic/Atheist

Reality is/was Self -Created

Reality being Self -Created is ruled out...
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ÅSomething exists
ÅNothing cannot create something
ÅTherefore, a necessary and 

eternal being exists

-Jonathan Edwards

Only Logical Stance on Reality

Two possible options: an eternal universeor an eternal Creator
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Only Logical Stance on Reality

òThere are not many options ðessentially just 
two. Either human intelligence ultimately owes its 
origin to mindless matter; or there is a Creator. It 
is strange that some people claim that it is their 
intelligence that leads them to prefer the first to 

the second.ó
- John Lennox

Matter before Mind or Mind before Matter
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All scientific discovery points to one 
fact: The universe had a beginning.

ÅEverything that begins to exist must 
have a cause
ÅThe universe began to exist
ÅTherefore, the universe had a cause

And simply stated, what has a 
beginning cannot be eternal.

An Eternal Universe

Reality being an Eternal Universe is ruled out...
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ÅSomething exists
ÅYou donõt get something from nothing
ÅTherefore a necessary and eternal 

being exists
ÅThe only two options are an eternal 

universe and an eternal Creator
ÅScience has disproven the concept of 

an eternal universe
ÅTherefore, an eternal Creator exists

An Eternal Creator

Reality being created by a Eternal Creator is our answer
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According to Francis Crick, Richard Dawkins, and other 
leading scientists, the answer is é 

Directed Panspermia

Scientists Explanation for Life
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The òUnmovedó Mover
-Aristotle

An infinite regress of causes is 
impossible. There is a difference 
between theoretical and actual 
infinity; you canõt practically put an 

infinite number of things between two 
points.

Problem: Infinite Regress
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ÅSome limited, changing being(s) exist
ÅThe present existence of these beings is caused by another
ÅThere cannot be an infinite regress of causes of being
ÅTherefore, there is a first Cause of the present existence of 

these beings
ÅThe first Cause must be infinite, necessary, eternal, simple, 

and unchangeable
ÅThis first uncaused Cause is identical with the God of the 

Bible 
- Norman Geisler , The Philosophy of Religion

What Kind of Eternal Creator?

True or False?
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ÅHe must be supernaturalin nature.
ÅHe must be powerful(incredibly). 
ÅHe must be eternal(self-existent; no infinite regress of causes).
ÅHe must be omnipresent(He created space and is not limited by 

it).
ÅHe must be timelessand changeless(He created time). 
ÅHe must be immaterial(because He transcends space/physical).
ÅHe must be personal(impersonality canõt create personality). 
ÅHe must be necessary(as everything else depends on it). 

The Eternal Being as Revealed in Nature
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ÅHe must be infinite and singularas you cannot have two 
infinites 
ÅHe must be diverseyet have unity
ÅHe must be intelligent (supremely). 
ÅHe must be purposefulas He deliberately created everything.
ÅHe must be moral(no moral law can be had without a giver). 
ÅHe must be caring(or no moral laws would have been given).

The Eternal Being as Revealed in Nature

òNo finite point has any meaning unless it has an infinite reference pointó
- Jean Paul Sarte
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ÅSupernatural ðòIn the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth.ó(Gen. 1:1)
ÅPowerful- "ôAh Lord God! Behold, You have made the 

heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your 
outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You,"(Jer. 32:17)  
ÅEternal - "Before the mountains were born Or You gave birth 

to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, 
You are God."(Psalm 90:2) 
ÅOmnipresent - "Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where 

can I flee from Your presence?"(Psalm 139:7) 
ÅTimeless and ChangelessðòI, the Lord, do not change.ó(Mal 

3:6). 

The Eternal Being Revealed in Scripture 
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ÅImmaterialðòGod is spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.ó(John 4:24) 
ÅPersonal- "Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to 
him, òWhere are you?ó"(Gen. 3:9) 
ÅNecessary - "He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 

together."(Col. 1:17) 
ÅInfinite and Singular - òDo I not fill the heavens and the earth? 
declares the Lord."(Jer. 23:24) . òHear, O Israel! The Lord is 
our God, the Lord is one!"(Deuteronomy 6:4) 
ÅDiverse yet have Unity ð"òGo therefore and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the nameof the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit,"(Matthew 28:19) 

The Eternal Being Revealed in Scripture 
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ÅIntelligent - "He counts the number of the stars; He gives 
names to all of them. Great is our Lord and abundant in 
strength; His understanding is infinite."(Psalm 147:4-5) 
ÅPurposeful - "ôFor I know the plans that I have for you,õ declares 
the Lord, ôplans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a 
future and a hope."(Jer. 29:11) 
ÅMoral ðòfor the Lord our God is righteous with respect to all 

His deeds which He has done"(Daniel 9:14) 
ÅCaring -òTherefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand 

of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all 
your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.ó(1 Peter 5:6-7)

The Eternal Being Revealed in Scripture


