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I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son , our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost , born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy 

catholic church; the communionof saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrectionof the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

The Creed
I BELIEVE in JESUS 

CHRIST

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son , our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost , born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy 

catholic church; the communionof saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrectionof the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

Key Questioné
òWho is Jesus Christ?ó

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

òI ask myself a question a lot of people have asked: Who is the Jesus? Was he 
who he said he was, or was he just a religious nut? Thatõs the question.ó 

- Bono

Did He Really Exist é?
Was He the Messiah?

Is He God ?
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òHe was the meekest and lowest of all the sons of men, yet he spoke as coming 
on the clouds of heaven with the glory of God. He was so austere that evil 
spirits and demons cried out in terror at his coming, yet he was so genial and 
winsome and approachable that the children loved to play with him and the 
little ones nestled in his arms. No one was half so kind or compassionate to 
sinners, yet no one ever spoke such red hot scorching words about sin. A 

bruised reed he would not break. His whole life was love, yet on one occasion 
he demanded of the Pharisees how they ever expected to escape the 

damnation of hell. He was a dreamer of dreams and a seer of visions, yet for 
sheer stock realism he has all of our self-styled realist soundly beaten. He was 
the servant of all, washing the discipleõs feet, yet masterfully he strolled into 

the temple and the hucksters and money changers fell over one another in their 
mad rush to get away from the fire they saw blazing in his eyes. He saved 

others, but at the last himself he did not save. There is nothing in history like 
the union of contrast which confronts us in the gospels, the mystery of Jesus 

is the mystery of divine personality.ó
- James Stewart, Scottish preacher 

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

òWhy should we consider the 
stories of Osiris, Dionysus, 

Adonis, Attis, Mithras, and the 
other pagan mystery saviors as 

fables, yet come across 
essentially the same story told in 
a Jewish context and believe it to 
be the biography of a carpenter 

from Bethlehem?ó 
ðTimothy Freke/ Peter Gandy

Did Jesus Really Exist?

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

òThe reality is, Jesus was the Solar Deity of 
the Gnostic Christian sect and like all other 

Pagan gods, he was a mythical figure. It was the 
political establishment that sought to historize

the Jesus figure for social control. By 325 
a.d. in Rome, emperor Constantine convened 

the Council of Nicea. It was during this 
meeting that the politically motivated Christian 
Doctrines were established and thus began a 

long history of Christian bloodshed and 
spiritual fraud. ò                              

- Zeitgeist Transcript

Did Jesus Really Exist?



3/5/2009

3

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

òToday no competent 
scholar denies the 
historicity of Jesus.ó

- Bruce Metzger, PhD

Did Jesus Really Exist?

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

òAt this time there was a wise man who was 
called Jesus. And his conduct was good 
and was known to be virtuous. Many people 
among the Jews and other nations became 
his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be 
crucified and to die. And those who had 
become his disciples did not abandon his 
discipleship. They reported that he had 
appeared to them three days after his 
crucifixion and that he was alive; accordingly, 
he was perhaps the messiah concerning 
whom the prophets have recounted wonders. 
ó  ðAntiquities 18.3.3 (undisputed 
rendering)

Extra -Biblical Writings of Jesus

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

òNero substituted as culprits and punished with the utmost refinements of 
cruelty, a class of men loathed for their vices whom the crowd styled 

Christians. Christus , from whom they got their name, had been executed by 
sentence of the procurator Pontius Pilate when Tiberius was emperor.ó 

ðTacitus (Roman historian), Annals, Book 15.

òThey were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, 
when they sang an anthem to Christ as God, and bound themselves by a 

solemn oath not to commit any wicked deedéó 
ðPliny the Younger, Letters, series 10.

òOn the eve of Passover Yeshuawas hanged é since nothing was brought 
forward in his favourhe was hanged on the eve of the Passover!ó

ðJewish Talmud, Sanhedrin 43a.

Jesus is referenced by more historians of antiquity than the Roman emperor at the 
time  (Jesusõ 43 vs. Tiberiusõ 10).

Extra -Biblical Writings of Jesus
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The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

òThe last three decades have erased the Messiah 
from the Old Testamentó

-J. G. Eichorn, father of higher Criticism

òEverything Christians claim for Jesus as the 
Jewish Messiah is falseó 
-Rabbi Pinchas Stolper

òOne might say é the death of the Messiah ðhis 
torture, his crucifixion ðis predicted in the Old 

Testament. Well, in fact, itõs not.ó
- Amy-Jill Levine, Vanderbilt Divinity School

Is Jesus the Messiah / Christ? 

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

òChristosó 
òMessiahó

òAnointed Oneó

What Does ôChristõ Mean?

òTo call Jesus the Christ, therefore, is to make a theological 
claim ðthat He is the Messiah long expected by the Jewsó 

-Stephen Prothero
-Chair, Boston University Religion Department

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

Prophecies Concerning the Messiah
300total prophecies that concern the Messiahõs first coming

108distinct prophecies that concern the Messiahõs first coming

All fulfilled in the life of Jesus of Nazareth

1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 (one hundred quadrillion): 1017

Those are the odds Peter Stoner determined in his book Science Speaks of 
just eight prophecies being accidently fulfilled in the life of one man. 

Statisticians say anything past 1 to 1050 power is no chance.  This is 
exceeded once  20 fulfilled prophecies is considered (and Jesus fulfilled 108).
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Kingly Predictions about the Messiah
òThe scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the rulerõs staff from between his feet, 
Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.ó - Genesis 

49:10

" Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear 
fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
And He will delight in the fear of the Lord, And He will not judge by what His eyes 

see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; But with righteousness He will judge 
the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the 
earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 

Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about 
His waist.ó - Isaiah 11:1-5

"òBehold, the days are coming,ó declares the Lord, òWhen I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and 

righteousness in the land.ó - Jeremiah 23:5

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

Predictions on the Servanthood the Messiah
òBehold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom 
My soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring 
forth justice to the nations. òHe will not cry out or raise His voice, 
Nor make His voice heard in the street. òA bruised reed He will 
not break And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will 
faithfully bring forth justice. òHe will not be disheartened or 

crushed Until He has established justice in the earth; And the 
coastlands will wait expectantly for His law.ó - Isaiah 42:1-4

òHe says, òIt is too small a thing that You should be My Servant 
To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved 

ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that 
My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.ó - Isaiah 49:6

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

Predictions on the Servanthood the Messiah

òBehold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have 
put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. òHe will not cry out 
or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street. òA bruised reed He will not 

break And a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth 
justice. òHe will not be disheartened or crushed Until He has established justice in the 

earth; And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law.ó - Isaiah 42:1-4

òHe says, òIt is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes 
of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the 
nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.ó - Isaiah 49:6

" Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be high and lifted up and greatly exalted. 
Just as many were astonished at you, My people, So His appearance was marred more 

than any man And His form more than the sons of men. Thus He will sprinkle many 
nations, Kings will shut their mouths on account of Him; For what had not been told 
them they will see, And what they had not heard they will understand.ó - Isaiah 52:13-15
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Prophecies on Messiahõs Miracles & Betrayal
òThen the eyes of the blind will be opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 

Then the lamewill leap like a deer, And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy.ó ð
Isaiah 35:5-6, 500 B.C.

ò'Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?õ Jesus answered and 
said to them, 'Go and report to John what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and 
the lamewalk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the 

poor have the gospel preached to them.õó ðMatthew 11:3-5.

òEven my close friendin whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel 
against me.ó ðPsalm 41:9, 900 B.C.

òThen the Lord said to me, 'Throw it to the potter, that magnificent price at which I was 
valued by them.' So I took the thirty shekels of silver and threw them to the potter in the 

house of the Lord.ó ðZechariah 11:13, 500 B.C.

òThen one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 
ôWhat are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?õ And they weighed out thirty 

pieces of silverto him. ó ðMatthew 27:14-15

The Creed ðI Believe in Jesus Christ

Prophecies Concerning Messiahõs Death

òThey pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones. They look, they 
stare at me; They divide my garmentsamong them, And for my clothing they 

cast lots.ó ðPsalm 22:16, 900 B.C.

òéthey will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as 
one mourns for an only sonéó ðZechariah 12:10, 500 B.C.

òAnd when they had crucifiedHim, they divided up His garmentsamong 
themselves by casting lots.ó ðMatthew 27:35
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More Prophecies Concerning Messiah

�‡The Messiah would come through the line of Abraham, Judah, and David 
(Genesis 12:2, Genesis 49:10, 2 Samuel 7:12-16)

�‡The Messiah would be preceded by a messenger (Malachi 3:1).
�‡The Messiah would come to his people mounted on a donkey (Zechariah 

9:9).
�‡The Messiah would remain silent/suffer at the hands of men (Isaiah 53).
�‡The Messiah would be disfigured at the hands of men (Isaiah 52).
�‡The Messiah would have no bone broken (Psalm 34:20).
�‡The Messiah would be buried with the rich (Isaiah 53:9).
�‡The Messiah would ascend to Heaven (Psalm 68:18; Luke 24:50-53)


