The Creed

I B ELI EVE in GOd the Father Almighty, Maker

of heaven and earthandin JESUS ChriSt s only
Son ,our Lord; who was conceived by thel0ly Ghost ', born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, waSrucified,
dead, and buriedhe descended intd1€ll the third dayne rose
again from the deaghe ascended inthieaven and siteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thencdhe shall come to
judgethe quick and the dead. I believe in tidOly GhOSt : the holy
catholicchurch thecommunionf saints; theforgiveness of sins
the FESUTTECLIONof the body: and thelife everlastingamen

The Creed

| BELIEVE
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o0 What I bel i
mu s t make sen
- Ravi Zacharias

Believe - Pisteuo

(2) to consider something to be true and
therefore worthy
(2) to entrust oneself to an entity in complete
confidence

Poll: Belief in UFOs Matches Belief in OT, NT as Word of
God

By Eric Young
Christian Post Reporter
Thu, Dec. 11 2008 01:51 PM EST

Alittle more than a third of Americans believe all the text in the Old
Testament or all the text in the New Testament represent the Word of God,
according to the results of a newly released poll.

That és about the same as the perce
(36 percent) and less than the amount of people who believe in ghosts (44
percent), Harris Interactive found through its online survey.




Key Quest.

Why Should Anyone
Believe Anything At Al

OWhen one person su
it's called insanity. When many people
suffer from a del us
-Robert Pirsig,
American writer and philosopher

Why do people believe what they believe?

Sociological  Psychological Religious
Aculture AcComfort AcChurch
AFriends AHope AGuru
AParents Aldentity/Meaning AHoly Book
ASoaciety APeace of Mind  APastor

Are anyof these the right reason to believe
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Why shouldpeople believe what they believeg
Philosophical Approacha

To ascertain facts or truth and the causes of things.
Something is worth be

ARational
Asupported by evidence
AThe best reason for explaining the gathered data

What happens when yow o ndé this?

oOoPeopl e al most
their beliefs not on the basis of
proof but on the basis of what they
find attract
0 Blaise Pascal

0Good phil osoph
no other reason, because bad
phil osophy need§¢g
-C. S. Lewis
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0See to it that
captive through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which dependsn human
tradition and the basic principles of
t “hHepsEEhosrel=sdrsstya t h e
- Colossians 2:8

Philosophy:philosophia love ofwisdom

"Make your ear attentive to wisdom, Incline your heart to
understanding;"(Proverbs 2:2)

"For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge
and understanding. He stores up sound wisdom for the upright;
He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, Guarding the paths
of justice, And He preserves the way of His godly ones. Then
you will discern righteousness and justice And equity and ever

good course. For wisdom will enter your heart And knowledge

will be pleasant to your soul;"(Proverbs 280)

The Philosophical Tests for Any Valid
Belief System:

1. Logical Consistency
2. Empirical Adequacy
3. Existential Relevancy

It must present in @onsistent:norcontradictory manner,
provide evidentialand explanatory :support and account
for the facts of experience

dCome let usreasont o g e t6dhisaialél:18
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0They [religious b
fulfillments of the oldest, strongest, and
most urgent wishes of mankind. We call

belief an illusion when a widhlfillment is a
prominent factor in its motivation, and in
doing so we disregard its relation to reality,

just as the illusion itself sets no store by
veri ficati on
- Sigmund Freud
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Epi st emol o

The branch of philosophy that investigates the nature and origin of knowledge

Think Critically: (examination)

Think Clearly: (clarification)

Think Correctly: (argumentation)

Think Comprehensively(systematization)

OdYou shall |l ove the L ominbdMaitil?:37Go d

Epi st emol o

The branch of philosophy that investigates the nature and origin of knowledge

A Minds 8 may be knowing or ignorant
A Propositions d may be true or false
A Objects: 8 may be real or imaginary

Example: Unicorns are imaginargbjects; therefore, thepropositiond Un i c o
do not exi st 6 niindassentstoehjs prapositionmhegersoa
knows it to be true and has acquired knowledge.
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For mi ng a

AA belief begins by understanding that a particular
idea isplausible

AA plausibility structuredo f avor abl ed co
form in the mind so that a belief can be entertained

AAnything not viewed as plausible will be rejected

AReal belief must rest orontent (not sincerity and
fervency of desire)

o0Beliefs are simply not to be equa
conf or m-PamlCoparut h 6

OHence we account s
two facts that beliefs (a) depend on minds
for their existence, (b) do not depend on

mi nds for thei
- Betrand Russell, Atheist, 7he Problems of Philosophy

Knowl edge

oWhen the knower
and the known
become on®

0 Thomas Aquinas
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Five Means of Gaining Knowledge

Authoritarianism (Faith) 6 Testimony
Subjectivism @ Intuition & direct contact
Rationalismd Through reason alone
Empiricismd Experience via the senses
Pragmatism®d Through natural sciences

Which source(s) of knowledge does Christianity rely on?

ol f we take in
of divinity or school metaphysics,
for instance, let us ask, Does it
contain any abstract reasoning
concerning quantity or number?

No. Does it contain any
experimental reasoning
concerning matter of fact and
existence? No. Commit it then to
the flames, for it can contain

nothing but sophistry and
illusion. o6
- David Hume

A. J. Ayer
Logical Positivism (Scientism)

Als the truth claim a tautology?
Als the truth claim empirically
verifiable?

If not, then it is meaningless anc
emotive at best. All God talk is
meaningless
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0There is an i mportant di
and legal methods for determining truth. The legal
method does not ignore testimony or facts because

they are not reproducible or testable. By a process of

elimination and corroboration, the legal method allows
history and testimony to speak for itself until a verdict is

reached beyond a reasonable doubt and the balance of}

probability is achieved. | did not witness various battles
that occurred through history and | cannot reproduce
WWII so | must rely on documents and independent
testimony to determine its plausibility. Certain kinds of
tests are appropriate fo
- Joe Boot

"And he who has seen has
testified, and his testimony is
true; and he knows that he is

telling the truth, so that you also
may believe."
- John 19:35

Subjectivism
"Forwhen Gentiles who do not have the Law

doinstinctivelythe things ofthe Law, these,
not having the Law, are | aw to them
(Romans 2:14)

Authoritarianism (Faith)

O Therefore many other signs Jefq
the presence of the disciples, which are not written in
this book; butthese have beenwritteno that you may
believe that Jesus s the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing you may have 1|
(John 20:30-31)

Rationalism
"And according to Pau
5 them, and for three Sabbathgeasonedwith
themfrom the Scriptures, 9
(Acts 17:2)
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Empiricism

6See My hands and M 0 [ U |
Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does
not have flesh and bones as you see that |
:39)

have.6 (Luke 24

Authoritarianism (Faith)

6 Therefore many other signs Jefq
the presence of the disciples, which are not writtenin
this book; butthese have beenwrittero that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing you may have 1|
(John 20:30-31)

Pragmatism

I o T h e h aratellingsthe glory of God;
La Sy And their expanseis declaringhe work of
His hands."(Psalm 19:1)

Frederick Nietzsche on Faith:

oOWhen faith is t
everything else, it necessarily follows|
that reason, knowledge and patient

inquiry have to be discredited: the

road to the truth becomes a
forbidden ro

OFaith means not
what is tru

Immanuel Kant on Faith:

ol have therefore found
necessary to denyknowledge in
order to make room fovaith. 6
- Critique of Pure Reason

OFacts have nothing
religion. o
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