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Farewell emerging church,
1989-2010

Wrntten by ANTHONY BRADLEY
Aprl 14, 10:53 AM

B 121 Comments

Eeading a new book or going to a conference about the emerging church is a waste of
time and money unless it’s to understand the movement as a recent historical one. The
emerging church movement has ended. Andrew Jones, a leader of the movement in the
U.E., wrote about the demise at the end of 2oo0q9. Rob Bell, the founding pastor of Mars
Hill Bible Church in Grand Rapids, Mich., delivered an April 4 sermon on the
Eesurrection that marks, in my opinion, the end of an era. Bell recounts how hMars Hill
started out to be a different kind of church without the baggage of watered-down
“seeler” churches and the religious legalism of “traditional” churches. In a moment of
wonderful honesty Bell admitted that Mars Hill had become a big institution that
wounded people in similar wawvs as the churches many Gen-Xers swore they would not
mimic. Jones atfirms much of Bell’s experience on his blog.

From Brian MeLaren to Erwin McehManus to Bob Bell to Tony Jones to Mark Driscoll
and others, the theological lines have been drawn and are settled. We have all mowved
on. We know who fits into evangelicalism, post-liberalism, Anabaptism, Calvinism, and
s0 on. If vou are interested in the emerging movement as church historyv, pick up a copw
of Emerging Churches: Creating Christian Communiiies in Postmodern Culitures by
Eddie Gibbs and Rvan Bolger.
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An Obituary for the Emerging Church

The Emerging Church, A
Controversial movement inspiring
many the past 10 years, Dies at 21

MINNEAPOLIS — The Emerging Church, the controversial
Christian movement that inspired many to plant churches,
leave behind their faith and question authority, died in her
sleep Thursday following a short illness. She was 21
(according to some sources).

The cause was cardiac arrest, according to spokesperson Steve
Knizht. According to police, foul play and suicide have not
been ruled out at this time. According to person of interest,
Andrew Jones, she was ready to die and beyond any life-saving
treatment.
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Released February 2010,
Bri an MclLar e
the definitive leaders of
the Emerging Church
movement) new book
showcases how the
obituaries proclaiming the
end of the Emerging
Churchos 1 nf
be a bit pr

Brian D. MclLaren
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A Proposed Defilinitilon

AEmer ging churches
services, GenX churches, churches
within-a-church, seeker churches,
purpose-driven or new paradigm
churches, fundamentalist churches, or
even evangelical churches. They are a
new expression of church. The three core
practices are identifying with the life of
Jesus, transforming secular space, and
commitment to community as a way of
life. These practices are expressed in or
lead to the other six: welcoming the
stranger, serving with generosity,
participating as producers, creating as
created beings, leading as a body, and

taking part 1 n sp
- Emerging Churches: Creating Christian
Communities in Postmodern Cultures by Eddie
Gibbs and Ryan Bolger.
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What the Emerging Church Actually is
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Church, is a movement inside and outside th
boundaries of Protestant Christianity that has

been deeply impacted by the worldview of
Postmodernism, and in particular, the Postmode
hermeneutic of Deconstructionism. Although if §

one of its most common characteristics is a dei ;:"
distrust of sure doctrinal convictions, which the %
Church has historically used, in their opinion, t
wield authorityand oppress the weak. All
theological convictions and points of doctrine
aK2dAZ R 6S KSfR gAdll
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which all opinions and perspectives should b
embraced and affirmed. Real Christianity, the
claim, is not about believing anything in particulf
but rather about doing what Jesus did, eating .
and loving sinners and the weak and despise! J
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What the Emerging Church Actually is
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has led to a downplaying or outright denying
some very vital doctrines: the penal
substitutionary atonement has often been denie
as has hell and eternal punishment, it has bee
adzZ33Sa0SR GKFdG a322RE
traditions such as Islam and Hinduism are tru
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relationship as a positive and moral thing, anc
many other similar things have been affirmed. ;
its heart, in much of the movement, Christianity .
no longer about faith in a Christ who saves, b
about finding salvation through being a good,
loving person, accepting those who have bee
hurt by the power structures of Christianity
(which often means affirming them in their sin &
well), taking good care of the earth, and so o | |
http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/gn
a/emerging.html

www.confidentchristians.org



www.confidentchristians.org



