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Yes, it isé

Released February 2010, 
Brian McLarenôs( one of 
the definitive leaders of 
the Emerging Church 
movement) new book 
showcases how the 

obituaries proclaiming the 
end of the Emerging 
Churchôs influence may 
be a bit prematureé
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A Proposed Definition from one Groupé

ñEmerging churches are not young adult 
services, Gen-X churches, churches-
within-a-church, seeker churches, 
purpose-driven or new paradigm 

churches, fundamentalist churches, or 
even evangelical churches. They are a 

new expression of church. The three core 
practices are identifying with the life of 
Jesus, transforming secular space, and 
commitment to community as a way of 
life. These practices are expressed in or 

lead to the other six: welcoming the 
stranger, serving with generosity, 

participating as producers, creating as 
created beings, leading as a body, and 
taking part in spiritual activities.ò
- Emerging Churches: Creating Christian 

Communities in Postmodern Cultures by Eddie 
Gibbs and Ryan Bolger.
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What the Emerging Church Actually is

ά9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜΣέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά9ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎέ ƻǊ ά9ƳŜǊƎŜƴǘέ 
Church, is a movement inside and outside the 
boundaries of Protestant Christianity that has 
been deeply impacted by the worldview of 

Postmodernism, and in particular, the Postmodern 
hermeneutic of Deconstructionism. Although it 
varies significantly from one group to the next, 

one of its most common characteristics is a deep 
distrust of sure doctrinal convictions, which the 
Church has historically used, in their opinion, to 

wield authorityand oppress the weak. All 
theological convictions and points of doctrine 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ άƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅέ όǊŜŀŘΥ 

άǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅέύΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ƛƴ 
which all opinions and perspectives should be 
embraced and affirmed. Real Christianity, they 

claim, is not about believing anything in particular, 
but rather about doing what Jesus did, eating with 

and loving sinners and the weak and despised.



www.confidentchristians.org

What the Emerging Church Actually is

Lƴ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά9ƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣέ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ 
has led to a downplaying or outright denying of 

some very vital doctrines: the penal 
substitutionary atonement has often been denied, 

as has hell and eternal punishment, it has been 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƎƻƻŘέ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ 

traditions such as Islam and Hinduism are true 
members of the Kingdom, there has been an 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ άƭƻǾƛƴƎέ 

relationship as a positive and moral thing, and 
many other similar things have been affirmed. At 
its heart, in much of the movement, Christianity is 

no longer about faith in a Christ who saves, but 
about finding salvation through being a good, 
loving person, accepting those who have been 

hurt by the power structures of Christianity 
(which often means affirming them in their sin as 
well), taking good care of the earth, and so on. 

-
http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/qn

a/emerging.html 
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