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Review of Postmodernismôs Spiritual Death Spiral

Relative Truth

Relative Language

Loss of Discernment

Philosophical Pluralism
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The Emerging Church and Postmodernism

The Emerging Church says it understands Postmodernism and the despair that 
its generation feels. It wants to offer something real to those suffering from the 
bad philosophy that has marched forward since the Renaissance. But, now letôs 

look at how the Emerging Church has turned out to be a victim of 
Postmodernism rather than a victor.
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ñWe canôt know that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself; the 

best we can do is believe. Why? 
Because to know would mean being 
certain. But this isnôt a bad thing: quite 
the contrary, it is liberating and justò 

-James Smith
Whoôs Afraid of Postmodernism
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ñfor our gospel did not come to you in word 
only, but also in power and in the Holy 

Spirit and with full conviction ; just as you 
know what kind of men we proved to be 

among you for your sake.ò 
(1 Thessalonians 1:5)

The term ñconvictionò is the Greek term ñplerophoriaò and is found in only three 
other places in the New Testament (once in Colossians 2:2 and twice in 

Hebrews: 6:11, 10:22). In all cases, according to DankerôsLexicon it means óA 
state of complete certaintyô (Danker, 2000).

But Godôs Word saysé
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"Certainty is overrated . . . History 
teaches us that a lot of people 

thought they were certain and we 
found out they weren't. . . . 
When we talk about the word 

'faith' and the word 'certainty,' we've 
got a whole lot of problems there. 

What do we mean by 'certainty'? . . 
. Certainty can be dangerous. What 

we need is a proper confidence 
that's always seeking the truth and 

that's seeking to live in the way God 
wants us to live, but that also has 

the proper degree of self-critical and 
self-questioning passion.ò

- Brian McLaren
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ñThese things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, so 
that you may know that you have eternal 

life. ò 
(1 John 5:13)

ñSo have I become your enemy by telling 
you the truth? ò 
(Galatians 4:16)

But Godôs Word saysé
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ñShe [Karen Ward] affirmed the physical resurrection of Christ but added "It's okay if 
you don't want to believe it." This was rather shocking since the physical resurrection of 
Christ is one of the essential doctrines of the Christian faith and it is absolutely not okay 

if someone doesn't want to believe it. Ignorance is one thing; denial is another. So, I 
politely told her that it was an essential doctrine taught in the Bible and that you can't 
be a Christian if you openly deny it.  She said that "The Church gave us the Bible and 
the Bible was written by men." I'm sure she saw my eyebrows shoot up at this point 
since that is a typical comment given by people who don't believe in the inspiration of 

Scripture. I told her that the church didn't give us the Bible.  The Church recognized the 
inspired word of God, that the Bible tells us what is and is not essential in Christianity, 
and the physical resurrection was not an optional belief.  I told her a person could not 

be a Christian if he denied it.  Karen said, "The self-righteous won't inherit the kingdom 
of God."  She then turned away and walked off.ò

- Christian Apologetics Research Ministry interview with Karen Ward
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ñBut if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even 
Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, 

then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain . 
Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of 
God, because we testified against God that He raised 

Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not 
raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ 

has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is worthless; you are still in your sins . Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. ò 

(1 Corinthians 15:13ï18) 

But Godôs Word saysé


