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Got Ethics? Abortion ï

Choice or Murder?



Some Background
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ÅIn the 1960ôs, abortion was considered a 

misdemeanor crime if it was performed prior to 

óquickeningô (when the mother perceives the baby 

is present via the childôs motion in her uterus). 

After quickening, abortion was considered a capital 

offense

ÅFinkbinebaby case: Sherri Finkbine(known as 

Miss Sherri on the Arizona edition of Romper 

Room) accidentally took medicine that she 

believed deformed her child. Could not obtain an 

abortion in Arizona so she flew to Sweden and 

aborted the child

ÅGriswold vs. Connecticut: landmark case where 

the Supreme court ruled that the Constitution 

protected a right to privacy
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ÅRoe vs. Wade: Norma McCorveybecame pregnant 

out of wedlock and wanted to abort her baby. Her 

lawyers told her to lie and say she had been 

raped, but the lie failed when no evidence could be 

brought forward. The defense then switched to a 

right to privacy. Court ruled 7-2 in favor of Roe. 

Established ótrimesterô timetable. Said that states 

couldnôt restrict abortion in first two trimesters. 

Couldnôt restrict in last trimester unless motherôs 

health was in jeopardy 

ÅDoe vs. Bolton: broadened meaning of a motherôs 

ñhealthò to include social, economic, and emotional 

well being 
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ÅDanforthvs. Planned Parenthood: Supreme Court 

established that a woman does not need parental 

or fatherôs consent to abort 

ÅBeal vs. Doe: Established that states do not have 

to pay for abortions except therapeutic ones

ÅCity of Akron vs. Akron Center for Reproductive 

Health: struck down all Akronôs criteria for 

abortions:

ÅAbortion must be in a hospital (post 1st

trimester)

ÅPhysician had to tell woman about the effects 

of abortion  

Å24 hour waiting period

ÅParental consent

ÅHumane disposal of the fetus 
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ÅWebster vs. Reproductive Health: Established:

ÅState employees could opt out of abortions

ÅTherapeutic abortions not mandatory in state 

hospitals

ÅState can test for viability to 20 weeks

ÅState can outlaw after viability

ÅNo ófreeô right to abortions 

ÅHogdsonvs. Minnesota: Parental notification (not 

consent) upheld

ÅGonzales vs. Carhart: Supreme Court upheld ban 

on partial birth abortions (2007). Had previously 

been signed into law by Bush in November 2003



Key Abortion Statistics 
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ÅIn 2008, approximately 1.21 million abortions took place in the U.S., 

down from an estimated 1.29 million in 2002, 1.31 million in 2000 

and 1.36 million in 1996. From 1973 through 2005, more than 45 

million legal abortions have occurred in the U.S. (AGI).

ÅIn 2007, the highest number of reported legal induced abortions 

occurred in Florida (91,954), NYC (90,870), and Texas (80,886); the 

fewest occurred in Wyoming (9), South Dakota (707), and North 

Dakota (1,235) (CDC).

ÅThe 2007 abortion ratios by state ranged from a low of 58 abortions 

per 1,000 live births in Idaho and South Dakota (Wyoming had too 

few abortions for reliable tabulation) to a high of 737 abortions per 

1,000 live births in NYC (CDC).

ÅThe annual number of legal induced abortions in the United States 

doubled between 1973 and 1979, and peaked in 1990. There was a 

slow but steady decline through the 1990's. The number of annual 

abortions decreased by 2% between 2000 and 2007, with a slight 

spike in 2006. (CDC)

ÅNearly half of pregnancies among American women are unintended; 

about 4 in 10 of these are terminated by abortion. Twenty-two 

percent of all U.S. pregnancies end in abortion. (AGI).



Key Abortion Statistics 
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ÅIn 2007, 84% of all abortions were performed on unmarried women 

(CDC).

ÅWomen between the ages of 20-24 obtained 33% of all abortions; 

women between 25-29 obtained 24% (CDC).

Å50% of U.S. women obtaining abortions are younger than 25; 

women aged 20-24 obtain 33% of all U.S. abortions and teenagers 

obtain 17% (AGI).

ÅIn 2007, adolescents under 15 years obtained .05% of all abortions, 

but had the highest abortion ratio, 768 abortions for every 1,000 live 

births (CDC).

Å47% of women who have abortions had at least one previous 

abortion (AGI).

ÅBlack women are more than 4.8 times more likely than non-Hispanic 

white women to have an abortion, and Hispanic women are 2.7 

times as likely (AGI).

Å37% of women obtaining abortions identify themselves as 

Protestant, and 28% identify themselves as Catholic (AGI).

Å88-92% of all abortions happen during the first trimester, prior to the 

13th week of gestation (AGI/CDC).

ÅTotal performed since 1973 (thru 2008) estimated to be 52 million.



The Core Issue: Is the Fetus a Person?
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ÅThe core issue is: Is the fetus a person?

ÅIf so, then his/her life is protected by U. S. Constitutional law

ÅIf so, then his/her life is protected by the universal law of God

ÅIf not, then the fetus could be aborted 

ñnor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 

deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.ò 

ïFourteenth Amendment



Definition of óPersonô?
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ÅBiological: human organism; member of human species

ÅPhilosophical: living being that has capacity for rational through, emotional expression, 

willful direction, and moral reflection concerning themselves and world around them

ÅBasic inherent capacities: (1) first order capacities ïimmediately accessible (e.g. speak 

English); (2) second order capacities ïability to perform actions that are the basis for first 

order capacities (e.g. learn languages); inherent in the unborn



When Does Human Life Begin?
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1. Agnostic ïwe donôt know

2. Gradualism ïthe fetus 

gradually becomes a person

3. Decisive moment ïthere is a 

point at which the fetus 

becomes human



1. The fetus isnôt a person and 

we donôt know they arenôt a 

person.  

2. The fetus isnôt a person and 

we know they arenôt a person.  

3. The fetus is a person and we 

donôt know they are a person.  

4. The fetus is a person and we 

know they are a person.  

- Peter Kreeft
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Agnostic View
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ÅThe agnostic view is basically the view the Supreme Court took in Roe vs. Wade. Shouldnôt 

entertain the question

ÅHowever this view is invalid as agnostics really do believe when life begins, which is at 

birth.  If this wasnôt believed, then they should accept the killing of a two-year old or other 

aged infant (some evolutionists DO feel this is OK to do).  

ÅFurther, this is a poor view because if a true position cannot be obtained, then the benefit of 

the doubt should be given in favor of life (the fetus).  



Gradualism View
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ÅThe gradualism view holds that a fetus gradually becomes a 

person.  

ÅThis view is poor as someone canôt partially exist ïsomeone 

canôt be part of/sort of a person.



Photo by Michael Clancy of SpinaBifida surgery on a baby at 21 weeks gestation.This 

surgery was performed at Vanderbilt University Medical Center by Dr. Bruner

www.confidentchristians.org



Decisive Moment

www.confidentchristians.org

ÅConception

ÅImplantation

ÅWhen brain activity begins

ÅWhen the fetus can feel pain

ÅWhen the fetus begins to look 

human

ÅQuickening 

ÅViability

ÅBirth  



Decisive Moment
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ÅBirth ïsociety calculates existence from birth

ÅSocial customs have nothing to do with someone being a 

person

ÅLocation is all that changes; the nature of the baby does not

ÅViability ïwhen the child could function independently of mother

ÅAnyone can be put in a non-viable environment

ÅNature of baby is the same

ÅQuickening ïfelt by mother; proof that life exists

ÅAncient theory

ÅLife can exist without a person knowing he/she exists

ÅWhen the fetus begins to look human

ÅAppearance insufficient for definition of person

ÅSomething can still be human even if he/she doesnôt look it



Decisive Moment

www.confidentchristians.org

ÅWhen the fetus can feel pain

ÅHurt is different than harm (involves interests)

ÅAre persons asleep in surgery not human?

ÅWhen brain activity begins

ÅUnborn possess capacity to produce brain

ÅImplantation ïbegins to interface with mother

ÅEssence of what a thing is does not depend on otherôs 

awareness of the existence

ÅTest tube babiesô existence is known before implantation 



Conception
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ÅUnion of egg and sperm; the 

unborn is a zygote

ÅTime of radical break; 2 things 

become 1. Only time this occurs in 

a personôs existence; fertilized 

egg is something new

ÅZygote only needs food, water, 

shelter, and oxygen to survive

ÅZygote is by nature a person. Not 

a potential person, but a person 

with potential

ÅZygote has human parents and is 

therefore human



Conception is Best Answer
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ÅContinuum of identityïthe unborn 

is the same self from zygote to 

adult

ÅContinuum of essential structureï

the unborn possesses the same 

structure, but one that keeps 

developing

ÅContinuum of capacitiesïthe 

unbornôs second order capacities 

are always present

7 week old baby



ñI will neither give a deadly 

drug to anyone if asked for it, 

nor will I make a suggestion 

to this effect. Similarly I will 

not give to a woman an 

abortive remedy.ò

- Part of Hippocratic Oath
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Conception
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ÅSLED:

ÅSize ïthe size of a person 

does not determine if they are 

a person

ÅLevel of development ïare 

less developed born children 

not persons?

ÅEnvironment ïall persons can 

be put in special environments 

that cause dependence

ÅDegree of dependency ïare 

those who are born more 

dependent not persons?
7 week old baby
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"Life has a very long history but each individual has a 

very neat beginning, the moment of its conception. The 

material link is the molecular thread of DNA. In each 

reproductive cell this ribbon roughly one meter long is cut 

into 23 pieces, or chromosomes. As soon as the 23 

paternally derived chromosomes are united through 

fertilization to the 23 maternal ones, the full genetic 

meeting necessary to express all the inborn qualities of 

the new individual is gathered, i.e., personal constitution. 

At two months of age the human being is less than one 

thumb-length from the head to the rump, he would fit at 

ease in a nutshell but everything is there...hands, feet, 

head, organs, brains. In the fourth week is 

consciousness. All are in place. His heart has been 

beating for a month already and fingerprints can be 

detected. His heart is beating at two months at 150 to 

170 beats a minute. To accept the fact that after 

fertilization has taken place a new human being has 

come into being is no longer a matter of taste or 

opinion."

- Dr. Jerome Lejeune
Professor of fundamental genetics, Paris Descartes University



1. The fetus isnôt a person and we donôt 

know they arenôt a person.  The fetus 

should receive the benefit of the 

doubt.  

2. The fetus isnôt a person and we know 

they arenôt a person.  The medical, 

scientific, and philosophical evidence 

points away from this road.  

3. The fetus is a person and we donôt 

know they are a person.  In this case, 

killing the fetus is manslaughter.  

4. The fetus is a person and we know 

they are a person.  

- Peter Kreeft
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