
Got Ethics?



Got Ethics? Civil Disobedience ï

Is the Government 

always right?





Models of Government/Church Interaction

www.confidentchristians.org

ÅSecularism ïthe state imposes irreligion on the state

ÅReconstructionism ïa single religion imposes law upon the state 

ÅJeffersonianism ïa natural law serves as the foundation for law, but no 

one religion is ever established by the government



Secularism 

www.confidentchristians.org

ÅThe state imposes irreligion on the state; the state dominates the church

ÅAny supernatural guarantee of human value is ruled out 

ÅCivil law replaces the Moral law

ÅNo objective moral basis for government 

ÅNo recognition of any natural law



Secularism - Critiques 
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ÅA natural law is clear and undeniable (what secularist is naturally inclined 

to believe they should have been aborted?) 

ÅA government big enough to give you your rights is big enough to take 

them away

ÅNo basis for any international law; no way to judge between nations



Reconstructionism/Theocracy  

www.confidentchristians.org

ÅñTheosò ïGod ïñarcheò ïrule of

ÅA civil form of government is present, but it is dominated by religious leaders

ÅLaw is written specifically from religious teaching

ÅExample is Islamic shariôalaw

ÅReconstruct society on a religious basis 



Reconstructionism/Theocracy  
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Reconstructionism/Theocracy - Critiques  
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ÅIsrael was unique: ñHe declares His words to Jacob, His statutes and His ordinances to 

Israel. He has not dealt thus with any nationò (Psalm 147:19ï20)

ÅGod never gave the Mosaic Law to the Gentiles for civil law (e.g. 20 reasons for capital 

punishment, etc.) 

ÅPromotes legalistic attitudes that become Pharisaic  

ÅIn a pluralistic society, whose revelation should be the basis of civil law? 



Jeffersonianism 
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ÅAffirms the natural law view and opposes denial of divine law

ÅAllows freedom of religious adherence and worship

ÅAffirms human dignity and rights as coming from the Creator

ÅStates that there is a natural law written on human hearts that should be 

followed (cf. Rom 2:14)

ÅDid not begin with Christianity. Ancient Chinese, Hindi, Greek, and Roman 

writings showcase an unchanging Logos (reason, truth) that stands behind 

the flux of human experience



ñThe law of Nature [teaches 

us that] being all equal and 

independent, no one ought to 

harm another in his life, 

health, liberty or 

possessions; for men [are] all 

the workmanship of one 

omnipotent and infinitely wise 

Maker.ò

- John Locke



Jeffersonianism

ÅñWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.ò

ÅNothing similar can be found in a statement made by any other nation: 

moral well being hinged on a creative act.

ÅMoreover, the term ñself-evidentò communicates the concept of the moral 

law being undeniable, or objective (so does ñtruthsò instead of ñopinionsò). 
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ñGod who gave us life gave 

us liberty. Can the liberties of 

a nation be secure when we 

have removed a conviction 

that these liberties are the gift 

of God?ò

- Thomas Jefferson



Jeffersonianism 

www.confidentchristians.org

ÅSays natural law is the first principle governing human action just as the 

laws of logic are the first principles governing human thought

ÅBelieves in a divinely prescriptive ñoughtò vs. a descriptive ñisò

ÅC. S. Lewis shows the imprint of a divine, natural law is found in every 

culture in the Abolition of Man

ÅIs necessary for international affairs/law

ÅñYou canôt legislate moralityò ignores that all laws enforce someoneôs 

morality. Further, it is making a moral proclamation 



Virtue is the Necessary Foundation for Freedom 
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"So true is this, that civil liberty 

cannot be long preserved without 

virtue. . . . but a republic once 

equally poised, must either 

preserve its virtue or lose its 

liberty, and by some tumultuous 

revolution, either return to its first 

principles, or assume a more 

unhappy form." 

- John Witherspoon



Comparison of the Three Options 
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Secularism Reconstructionism Jeffersonianism 

Nature of State Seculargovernment Religious governmentJust government

Church/State Separation Union Cooperation

Nature of religious 

freedom

Freedom from all 

religions

Freedomfor a 

particular religion

Freedom for all 

religions

Extent of religion 

freedom

For none For a preferredreligion For all

Belief in adeity Discouraged Demanded Encouraged

Basis ofcivil law Human experience Divine law byspecial 

revelation

Divine law bygeneral 

revelation

Example MarxistChina Iran Early America



"Monism is one step away 

from despotismñ

- Isaiah Berlin



ñAnd the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, 

and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten 

from the Father, full of grace and truth.ò 

(John 1:14)



Civil Disobedience?
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Are we permitted to ever disobey the government?



Models of Civil Disobedience
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ÅAnarchism ïit is always right to disobey the government

ÅRadical Patriotism ïit is never right to disobey the government

ÅBiblical Submissionism ïit is sometimes right to disobey the government 



Radical Patriotism 
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ÅGod ordains every government: ñEvery person is to be in subjection to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established 

by God.ò (Romans 13:1) 

ÅGod expects obedience to every government: ñRemind them to be subject to rulers, to 

authorities, to be obedientò (Titus 3:1) 

ÅObedience is necessary, even to evil governments. Paul wrote Romans 13 while under the 

rule of Nero.

ÅñSubmit yourselves for the Lordôs sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the 

one in authorityò (1 Peter 2:13) 



Radical Patriotism ïCritiques 
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ÅGod ordains governments, but not their evil

ÅMuch of the Old Testament has the prophets condemning evil governments 

ÅObedience to a government is qualified:

ÅñBut Peter and John answered and said to them, ñWhether it is right in the sight of God 

to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judgeòò (Acts 4:19) 

ÅThe midwives disobeyed Pharaoh in Exodus 1 and were blessed by God for it

ÅDaniel disobeyed the government and prayed to God

ÅDanielôs 3 companions disobeyed the governmentôs command of idolatry



Key Concept
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Christians can obey a government that permits evil, 

but not one that commands evil.



Biblical Submissionism ïDisobey whené
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ÅThe government commands evil

ÅThe government compels evil actions

ÅThe government negates freedom

ÅThe government is religiously oppressive



Biblical Submissionism ïExamples
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ÅRefusal to murder babies ïthe Hebrew midwives refused to murder babies 

under the command of Pharaoh and were blessed by God because of it (cf. Ex. 

1:15-21)

ÅRefusal to kill prophets ïObadiah hides 100 prophets from Jezebel who was 

murdering all of Godôs prophets (cf. 1 Kings 18:4, 13-15)

ÅRefusal to worship an idol ïDanielôs companions refused to worship 

Nebuchadnezzarôs gold statue (cf. Dan. 3)



Biblical Submissionism ïExamples
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ÅRefusal to pray to a king and not God ïDaniel is thrown into the lionôs den for 

refusing the kingôs (and really those who were jealous of Daniel) request to pray 

to him and no other god (cf. Dan. 6)

ÅRefusal to stop preaching the gospel ïthe apostles refused the leaderôs 

requests to stop preaching about Christ (cf. Acts 4)

ÅRefusal to worship the Antichrist ïduring the tribulation period, believers will 

disobey the law to worship the Antichrist (cf. Rev. 12:11)



Biblical Submissionism ïNever Speak Up?
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ñThe commander ordered him [Paul] to be 

brought into the barracks, stating that he 

should be examined by scourging so that he 

might find out the reason why they were 

shouting against him that way. But when they 

stretched him out with thongs, Paul said to 

the centurion who was standing by, ñIs it 

lawful for you to scourge a man who is a 

Roman and uncondemned?ò 

(Acts 22:24ï25) 

Christians can certainly invoke the protection 

afforded them under the government to avoid 

wrongful punishment when appropriate.


