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_Civ.il Disobedieri‘ce
- & Is the Government
- @ always right?






Models of Government/Church Intere

.

A Secularisiinthe state imposes irreligion on the state

AReconstructionigra single religion imposes law upon the state

AJeffersonianisina natural law serves as the foundation for law, b
one religion is ever established by the government
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Secularism

AThe state imposes irreligion on the state; the state dominates th
A Any supernatural guarantee of human value is ruled out

ACivil law replaces the Moral law

ANo objective moral basis for government

ANo recognition of any natural law
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SecularisACritigues

A A natural law is clear and undeniable (what secularist is naturall
to believe they should have been aborted?)

A A government big enough to give you your rights is big enough 1
them away

ANo basis for any international law; no way to judge between nat
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AA civil form of government is present, but it is dominated by relic

ALaw is written specifically from religious teaching

AExample is Islarsihh alawi

0

a

AReconstruct society on a religious basis
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Reconstructionism/Theocracy

THE MIDEAST

Iranian Pastor Sentenced to Death Could Be
Executed if He Doesn’'t Recant, Says Verdict

Print Email 2 Comments [ Recommend | XK ¥ Tweet 500 +1

Sy ' Iran's Supreme Court says an
evangelical pastor charged with
apostasy can be executed if he does
not recant his faith, according to a cop
of the verdict obtained by a religious
rights activist group.

Christian Solidarity World says Iranian-
born Yousef Nadarkhani, who was
arrested in 2009 and given the death
sentence late last year, could have his
sentence suspended on the grounds
that he renounce his faith.

Those who know him say he is not likel
to do that, for if he were disposed to giving it up, he would have done it long ago.

RELATED STORIES If Nadarkhani does not recant, his fate is unclear. It's believed his case would
. Is Iran Producing Its Own  then be remanded to lower courts in Iran.

D hnoloay?
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Reconstructionism/Theocr@cyiques

Al srael was wunique: fAHe decl ares Hi
| srael . He has not deaikd) t hus with

A God never gave the Mosaic Law to the Gentiles for civil law (e.g. 20 reasons
punishment, etc.)

A Promotes legalistic attitudes that become Pharisaic

A In a pluralistic society, whose revelation should be the basis of civil law?
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Jeffersonianism

A Affirms the natural law view and opposes denial of divine law

A Allows freedom of religious adherence and worship

A Affirms human dignity and rights as coming from the Creator

A States that there is a natural law written on human hearts that s
followed (cf. Rom 2:14)

ADid not begin with Christianity. Ancient Chinese, Hindi, Greek, a
writings showcase an unchanging Logos (reason, truth) that sta
the flux of human experience
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NThe | aw of
us that] being all equal
Independent, no one ought to -
harm another in his life,
health, liberty or
possessions; for men [are] all |
the workmanship of one @“&i
omnipotent and infinitely wise
Ma k ) )
-John Locke




Jeffersonianism

AiWe hol d t h eevidenttthratall rhes aré coeatdédequ
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
t hat among these are LI fe, L

ANothing similar can be found in a statement made by any other
moral well being hinged on a creative act

AMor eover,evhdeheomcdmmbhi cat
| aw being undeni abl e, or ob]j
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NGod who gaea
us liberty. Can the libertie
a hation be secure wher

have removed a convic

that these liberties are the
of G
- Thomas Jeffers:




Jeffersonianism

A Says natural law is the first principle governing human action jus
laws of logic are the first principles governing human thought
ABel ieves in a divinely presc]
AC. S. Lewis shows the imprint of a divine, natural law is found in
culture in the Abolition of Man

Als necessary for international affairs/law

Al You canodot | egislate moral it
morality. Further, it is making a moral proclamation

www.confidentchristians.org



Virtue is the Necessary Foundation for F

"So true Is this, that civil lib
cannot be long preserved wit
virtue.. . but a republic on@
equally poised, must eitf
preserve its virtue or lose
liberty, and by some tumultu
revolution, either return to Its;
principles, or assume a
unhappy fort
- John Witherspo
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Comparison of the Three Options

Secularism Reconstructionism | Jeffersonianism
Nature of State Seculagovernment = Religious governmel Just government
Church/State Separation Union Cooperation

Nature of religious Freedom from all Freedonfor a Freedom for all
freedom religions particular religion religions

Extent of religion For none For a preferredligion For all
freedom

Belief in aleity Discouraged Demanded Encouraged

Basis ofcivil law Human experience @ Divine law [®pecial | Divine law lgeneral
revelation revelation

Example Marxis€China Iran Early America

www.confidentchristians.org



"Monism Is one step av
from de ~
- Isaiah Berlir



(John 1:14)

glory as of the only b

from the Father, fulli@ce and truthc

and we saw His glory



Civil Disobedience?

Are we permitted to ever disobey the governi
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Models of Civil Disobedience

A

A Anarchismit is always right to disobey the government
ARadical Patrioti$rit is never right to disobey the government
ABiblical Submissionisitnis sometimes right to disobey the govern
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Radical Patriotism

AGod ordains every government: HRAEve
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist
by God. o (Romans 13: 1)

AGod expects obedience to every gov

authorities, to be obediento (Titu
A Obedience is necessary, even to evil governments. Paul wrote Romans 13 \
rule of Nero.

AAiSubmit yourselves for the Lord
one in authorityo (1 Peter 2:13
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Radical Patriotisr@ritiques

A God ordains governments, but not their evil
A Much of the Old Testament has the prophets condemning evil governments
A Obedience to a government is qualified:
AfiBut Peter and John answered and
to give heed to you rather than
A The midwives disobeyed Pharaoh in Exodus 1 and were blessed by Go
A Daniel disobeyed the government and prayed to God
ADani el 6s 3 companions disobeyed
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Key Concept

Christians can obey a government that permi
but not one that commands euvil.
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Biblical Submissionisbhi s o b ey

W

ne government commands evil
ne government compels evil actions
ne government negates freedom

o To o T

ne government is religiously oppressive
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Biblical Submissionisexamples

A Refusal to murder babittee Hebrew midwives refused to murder babie
under the command of Pharaoh and were blessed by God because 0

1:1521)
A Refusal to kill prophie@badiah hides 100 prophets from Jezebel who v
murdering all of God®s prophets

A Refusal to worship aniidda ni el 6s compani ons I
Nebuchadnezzar s gold statue (c
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Biblical Submissionisexamples

A Refusal to pray to a kingand nétadn i el i s t hr own
refusing the kingds (and really
to him and no other god (cf. Dan. 6)

A Refusal to stop preachingthe gasgele apostl es r ef
requests to stop preaching about Christ (cf. Acts 4)

A Refusal to worship the Anticlthising the tribulation period, believers wi
disobey the law to worship the Antichrist (cf. Rev. 12:11)
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Biblical SubmissionisNever Speak Up?

NThe commander ordered him [ Pau
brought into the barracks, stating that he
should be examined by scourging so that he
might find out the reason why they were
shouting against him that way. But when they
stretched him out with thongs, Paul said to
the centurion who was standing
lawful for you to scourge a man who is a
Roman anghcondemn@do
(Acts 22:225)

Christians can certainly invoke the protection
afforded them under the government to avoid
wrongful punishment when appropriate.

www.confidentchristians.org



