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A The overall divorce rate for all married couples is 42%

A Americans who attend religious services several times a month were
percent less likely to divorce than those with no religiousTdi&liation
Marriage Project

A Sixin 10 who never attend church have been divorced vs. 38% of wee
attendeeb study by Bradley Wright, sociologist

AiThe divorce rates of Christian
populatiannot even close. Being a committed, faithful believer makes
measur abl e di fi Brad\Wacox; Ehe Manriage Brojecti a
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The Old Testament on Marriage

NnGod created man i n His own i mage, 1in the
God bl essed t hem; and God sai d to them,
over the 1 sh o ofSSSiSlEcEScEcasma)ad over the b

(Genesis 1:248)

AThen the Lord God said, nlt iIis not good
of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and br
man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that v
man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, |
was not found a helper suitable for him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upor
slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. The Lord God fashia

the rib which He had taken from the man,
bones, And flesh of my fl esh; She shall b
a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall becol

the man and his wife were botidb)
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The Curse on Marriage

To the woman He sail d, Al wi || great
children; Yet your desire wil| b e

A The above does not refer to a genuine love and desire for the woman and a
protector for the wife

A Women would continue to try and lead the man and usurp his position; the F
means Nseek control o. ADesireo 1is
Asin Is crouching at the door; and
phrase is repeated in the Pentateuch

A Men would now rule in an unbalancedmngemwvay

A The harmony of Genesis 1 and 2 is now disrupted
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The Restoration of Marriage

NBe subject to one another 1In
husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as
the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. But as
subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands ir
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gay

for her o 129y

AIn Christ, the curse is removed

A The wife ceases her agenda of trying to control her husband
A The husband ceases his agenda oflmé&aude over his wife
A The harmony of Genesis 1 and 2 is restored
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Adultery in the Old Testament

nil f there I s a man who c¢commi
commits adultery with his fri
surely be put to

Obviously 1 f you have a d
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The Old Testament on Divorce

% :

AThis i s another thing you do: vyou
groaning, because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor f
nYet you say, OFor what reason?06 B

wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is\

and your wife by covenant . ABut n
what did that one do while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed the
and | et no one deal treacherousl y a
Lord, the God of Israel, nand him v

NnSo take heed to your spirit jl16)t
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Divorce for the Pharisees

AThe Pharisees were known for constantly divorcing their wives an
man could divorce his wife for most any reason at all

AThey followed the instruction of a famous Rabbi named Hillel wha
man could divorce his wife for burning his dinner, putting too muc
food, speaking to another man
child, or if someone saw her knees
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Divorce for the Pharisees

A The Twelve Tables of Roman law gave the man the sole power to divorc
any reason at all andJwisheaders followed suit

AThe Scribes took the following v
It happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because hedrags fadadenc)
In her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand a
out from his houseo (Deuteronomy
i ndecencyo. Their I nterpretation
meant adultery/ 1 mmorality OR for
you could divor-ce becameahbgwyaaosu
not the correct interpretation of the passage.
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Divorce for the Pharisees
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"Among those who will never behold the face of hell is he who has had a bad
man I s saved from hell b e

"A bad wife is like leprosy to her husband. What is the remedy? Let him divorc
cured of

o LA a man has a bad wi f e

- Rabbinic excerpts from various Talmudic wr
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Jesuso Teachlng

AWhen Jesus had finished these wor
Judea beyond the Jordan; and large crowds followed Him, and He healed th
Phari sees came to Jesus, testing H
any reason at all 20 And He answer e
from the beginning made them mal e ail
father and mot her and be jJoined to h
| onger two, but one flesh. What t he

said to Him, AWhy
away?0 He said to
your Wi ves,; but fr
his wife, except f
to HiI m, QIR i )
n

h
t n did Moses ¢
t m, NBecause o0
m the beginning

r 1T mmorality, anc

h e
h e
0
0
e relationship of th

said to t hem, Not al l men can acce
AFor there are eunuchs who were [
eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who

eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom
(Matthew 19:12)

www.confidentchristians.org



A Plot Against Jesus

AWhen Jesus had finished these words,
beyond the Jordan; and large crowds followed Him, and He healed them there. Some F
Jesus, testing Him and asking, nl s
(Matthew 19:3)

This was the territory under the control of Herod Antipas, who had John the Baptist behe
murder John? Because John called him out on his adulterous, incestuous marriage. Th
what Jesus had taught on the subject o
sends his wife away, | et him give her &
his wife, except for the reasomcbistitynakes her commit adultery; and whoever marries .
woman commits aid2l)t erSywyo t(hMatPthtaew s®2ed5s pl
the prevailing Rabbinic o6traditiond, an
practices | i ke Herodo6s i
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Jesus Evades Their Trap

AnAnd He answered and sai d, AHave you no¢
them male and f emal e, and sai d, OFor t hi
t 0. ThEESER NV sai e and the two shall become

t herefore God has joined ti®pge

AJesus does not give his 6opiniondithen t h
Standard that they have to acknowledge and submit to

A He both overrules their own traditional (and flawed) teachings on divorce and avoids be
in speaking against Herod.

AHi s opening line fiHave you not readéo i
themselves in reading and interpreting the Old Testament
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Four Reasons Not to Divorce

AAnd He answered and sai d, AHave you
t hem male and female, and said, OFor t
to his wife, and the two shall beco
t herefore God has joined ti®

. One man was created for one wiomamiage was -~ =
;" 4*""—-' 2 g A NN

not_de5|gned t o have,,o :_..,7,, 5
. There is a strong bond that océucs| e a v e c*m«* s “ B4
a bond that cannot be broken. The Hebrew wor‘”’:;:; AN el
,} ”?« SRS BE.
marriagé fKiddushoi means to become a perso- == =3, ST ek

possession and a surrender to the other persorf_‘ff ’?ﬁ
God i

. The two have becomeionee entity that is =
represented in their offspring. You cannot dividgf‘;:._;;j'
into anything whole
. God has joined them togé&themperson should =
undo the work of God ST si s
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T hees: P hagitiilgesec.0.S .0 |

NThey sai d to Him, nAWhy then
di vorce and send h

A The Pharisees try to support thesuse divorce stance by appealing to 1
Bible and Moses (Deut. 24)

AHowever, as webve seen, the Scr
different things so they could divorce for literally any reason
A Jesus is going to now correct their flawed interpretation
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The Exception for Divorce

NHe said to them, r
heart Moses permitted you to divorce you
but from the beginning it has not been thi
And | say to you, whoever divorces his wi
except for immorality, and marries anothe
woman commits ault

AJesus first points out that the commenta
Moses in Deuteronomy 24 is more of a :
rules for dealing with the existing behav
the Jews and was not condoning divorc:

AFrom the beginning, God designed mart
be lifelong
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The Exception for Divorce

ARAnd | saw that for. all the :
and given her a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah d
but she went and was

£ NI E I
E e ds A T E

AR EEPS

The Old Testament verses that speak aboutor’tihuédsfaithfulness seerr
to point that what Jesus referred to was a consistent, unrepentant beh:
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B ouste | st Dioguggent . GO |

AFor | hate divorce, 0o says th
gar ment with wrong, O S

say to you, whoever divor
anot her woman c¢ommi

-

A God does hate divorce. But there is evidently somethingéie hatesn d
because He hates unfaithfulness more than the act of divorce, He pe
protect the innocent party. The adulterer is guilty; the offended party |
therefore should not be punished with loneliness, misery, etc.
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The Disciples Reaction

AThe disciples said
man with his wife 1Is
(Matthew 19:10

A Evidently the disciples had been indoctrinatt
the first centuryos
so they overreact. But they got the message

A They are right in that you should not enter i
marriage flippantly; you want to ensure you
marrying the one God intends for you

Alesus tells them in
mar r y i n theéonhboaes i lifestieat can
handle that are the ones God intends for it

AfiHe who finds a wife
obtains favor from t

AfiHouse and wealth ar
But a prudent wife I
19:14)

(@ (o) = (-
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But What About Other Situations?

Alesusd teaching covered what
marriage and the one key exception for divorce

ABut what about other situations?

AWhat about Christians who have married unbelievers,
marriages/divorce prior to a person becoming a Christian, etc.”
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Paul 0s Teachil nag

Aln Paul és first
we have what man#
commentary on Jeg
teaching N

situations that Jesus does not SN
AMar ked out by hif¥es

L o r i dSes (el Cor. 7:_
say, not t he Lor;’g*i'%'
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The Corinthians Situatiduch Like Tode

AThe G@ointhinige i n the Greek means to c

A Corinth was bathed in sexual immorality and chaos where marriage was co

ASl aves were mated by their master :
breeding operations, but the situation was very radb\aeehvapproach

A Widespread divorce, living together, and other type things in Corinth

ARomans were someti mesUsagirrwhkiochnuae
law marriage. If you lived with a woman for a year, you were considered me
to much nAliving togethero experi me
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