
Got Ethics?



Got Ethics? Homosexuality ï

Civil Right or Sinful 

lifestyle?



This presentation contains material that is 

may not be suitable for young children



Sexual & Marital Options
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1. Man + Woman (married/unmarried)

2. Man + Man (married/unmarried)

3. Woman + Woman (married/unmarried)

4. Multiple partners/spouses (married/unmarried)

5. Any of the above within same family

6. Man or woman + child

7. Man or woman + animal



Sexual & Marital Options Society Currently OKôs
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But why theseé?

é and not these?

1. Man + Woman (married/unmarried)

2. Man + Man (married/unmarried)

3. Woman + Woman (married/unmarried)

4. Multiple partners/spouses (married/unmarried)

5. Any of the above within same family

6. Man or woman + child

7. Man or woman + animal



Why not Polygamy? 
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Just because the U.S. (currently) bans polygamy, whoôs to say that we are right and other 

countries that allow it are morally wrong?



ñBecause I donôt approve of that.ò

- Cheryl Jacques
President of the Human Rights Campaign

(Group championing homosexual marriage)

In answer to the question of why polygamy is 

wrong.
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Why not Pedophilia? 
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The Man/Boy Love Associationôs mission is to ñbe a beacon of moral support for all individuals 

who feel a natural love for boys.ò

Denmarkôs ñapproved ageò for homosexual sex is 14 years of age.



Key Question
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Is there anything wrong with anything?



ñWhat do I care what some 

Bronze Age text says about 

homosexuality?ò 

- Christopher Hitchens
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ñThe easiest way to be a 

homosexual is to be an 

atheist.ò 

- William Lane Craig



The Facts of the Matter
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ÅIt all goes back to an absolute moral standard (or lack thereof)

ÅWithout a standard, everything reverts to being emotive and opinion (e.g. 

ñI like broccoliéò) 

ÅBut if this is the case, why make such absolute statements such as ñItôs 

wrong to discriminate against homosexual behaviorò?

ÅñWho are you to say homosexual behavior is morally wrong?ò can easily 

be returned, ñWho are you to say homosexual behavior is morally right?ò



ñIf you will not obey the Moral 

Law, or else commit suicide, 

obedience to impulse (and 

therefore, in the long run, to 

mere ónatureô) is the only 

course left open.ò

- C. S. Lewis
The Abolition of Man
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The Core Points of Debate 
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Homosexual Stance Traditional Christian Stance
Born homosexual May or may not be born homosexual
It is an identity It is a choice
It is ñwho I amòIt is ñwhat I doò
It is normal and naturalIt is abnormal and unnatural
It is an alternative lifestyleIt is a destructive lifestyle
It is a civil rights issue It is a moral issue



Born Homosexual? 
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ÅIn the 1940ôs, sexologist Alfred Kenseyasked homosexuals why they 

practiced homosexuality. Only nine percent said they were born that way.

ÅA decade later, the percentage climbed to 35%

ÅToday? Nearly all claim they are born homosexual



Does Being Born with Something Make it Right?
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ÅHow many infants are born with 

tendencies to be self-centered, selfish, 

throw temper tantrums, etc.? And how 

many parents work hard to turn all of 

those tendencies in the opposite 

direction?

ÅHow many men are born monogamous? 

Or with naturally bad tempers? Shouldnôt 

those desires be tamed? 

ÅHow many people work hard at being 

patient, kind, forgiving, and disciplined? 

Do these things come naturally? 

ÅIf a ñPedophile Geneò is discovered, 

would that make it right?  



Identity or Choice?
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Stephen Bennett, a former homosexual and Christian 

recording artist who runs a ministry to free people from 

homosexuality, saw his testimony cut from an appearance on 

The AnandaLewis Show, a syndicated TV talk program that 

airs onWB,NBCandCBSaffiliates. Not only was any mention 

ofJesusdropped from Bennett's six-minute segment, but he 

charges that the show had a misleading caption on the screen 

while he and his wife Irene were featured. The title read: ñMan 

says he and his wife pray daily that he doesn't revert to being 

gay.ò This gave the impression that Mr. Bennett had told them 

he was still struggling with homosexuality. But Bennett, who 

left homosexuality behind when he accepted Jesus Christ 

years ago, had said during pre-interviews that he was 

completely healed and had no homosexual temptations. He 

said that neither he nor Irene told anyone on the show that he 

was strugglingé "I just can't get over how this completely 

misrepresented me," Bennett told C&F Report. He said he 

knew that the show's lineup would be lopsided, but, "they 

completely lied about my story" by leaving out how he 

overcame homosexuality.



ñFirst, there is a difference between inherited 

physical characteristics (like brown eyes), over 

which I have no control, and inherited spiritual 

tendencies (like lust), over which I ought to have 

control. We cannot avoid the basic size, color, 

talents, or ethnic group from which we have come. 

But we do have a choice as to whether to follow 

spiritual impulses we may have inherited, like 

impatience, anger, pride, or sexual impurity . . . . 

Morally speaking, ñirresistible urgesò are urges that 

have not been resisted. People have died for lack 

of water and food, but no one has ever been known 

to die for lack of sex, alcohol, or other drugs to fulfill 

his cravings! We have a free choice in all these 

areas.ò 

- Norman Geisler
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Identity or Choice?
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ñTherefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies 

would be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 

worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For 

this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchangedthe 

natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandonedthe 

natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men 

committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. And 

just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved 

mind, to do those things which are not proper" (Romans 1:24ï28) 

Identity or Choice?



Normal/Natural or Abnormal/Un-natural?
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ñWe are born biologically male or female and as 

such we are sexually dissimilar but in complimentary 

ways. The male/female sexual union works, in other 

words. This is true of every species on earth. Every 

living organism has a particular way of reproducing 

and rearing offspring; its anatomy is biologically 

designed to support that way. If one believes we are 

products of an evolutionary process, then 

homosexual acts are a deviation from the 

procreative design and homosexuality is therefore 

a genetic defectbecause it fails to propagate the 

species. If one holds to the belief that we are 

created, then it defies the design and intent of the 

Creator. Either way homosexuality violates the 

given design.ò

- Michael Craven



Normal/Natural or Abnormal/Un-natural?
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ñTherefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies 

would be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 

worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For 

this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the 

natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the 

natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men 

committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. And 

just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved 

mind, to do those things which are not proper" (Romans 1:24ï28) 



Alternate or Destructive Lifestyle?
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ÅA 1997 study published in the International Journal of Epidemiology 

found that even under "the most liberal assumptions, gay and 

bisexual men in this urban center are now experiencing a life 

expectancy similar to that experienced by all men in Canada in the 

year 1871." The same study estimated that homosexual behavior 

reduces the lifespan of males by eight to 20 years. Comparatively, 

the CDC has found that male and female smokers lose an average 

of 13.2 to 14.5 years of life, respectively.

ÅCampaigns to foster so-called "safe sex" among homosexuals have 

done nothing to reduce risky behavior. A 1997 CDC report found 

that among homosexuals who had unprotected anal intercourse 

and multiple sexual partners, 68 percent were entirely unaware of 

the HIV status of their partners.

ÅSelf-identified homosexuals account for less than 5 percent of the 

American population, they are the carriers of over 50 percent of 

HIV/AIDS cases.

ÅAccording to a profile of 2,583 homosexuals published in the 

Journal of Sex Research, only 2.7 reported having had sexual 

relations with only one partner, compared to the largest percentage 

that claimed to have had between 101 and 500 partners over their 

lifetime.



Civil Rights or Moral Issue?
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ÅAssertion: What two consenting adults do is their right.

ÅResponse: Not true.  Can two adults consent to rob a bank, kidnap a child, participate in 

prostitution, or commit suicide? It is never a civil right to do a moral wrong. 

ÅAssertion: My right to privacy is an ultimate right.

ÅResponse: Not true.  Can a person privately commit a moral crime such as rape or 

murder?

ÅAssertion: Morals evolve and what once was wrong is now OK.

ÅResponse: Not true.  Will the same be said of other moral acts such as murder, etc.? 

ÅAssertion: There is homosexuality in the animal world.

ÅResponse: Andé?  Should we behave as animals?  Secondly, such observed behavior is 

temporary and casual, not habitual and lifelong

ÅAssertion: A person should be able to marry who they want.

ÅResponse: And where is the line drawn and how much will it be redrawn?  Polygamy, 

marrying children, animals, family members, etc? 



ñThose who rationalize their 

sins find it to be so much 

work that they require other 

people to support them in it.ò

-J. Budziszewski
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Civil Societies and Moral Behavior are Linked
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ÅPhilosopher Immanuel Kant (who didnôt believe the Bible 

was the Word of God) proposed his ñcategorical 

imperativeò for deciding what is morally right or wrong in 

society

ÅThe categorical imperative says, óTake the moral behavior 

in question, expand it so that it is universally practiced by 

all, and observe the end result.ô

ÅAn example: Lying. What happens when everyone in the 

world lies continually? First, coherent communication 

breaks down and nobody can know anything from 

anyone. Second, the practice becomes self-defeating; for 

a lie to óworkô the target must expect the truth, but if 

everyone is lying, no one expects the truth

ÅWhat happens if everyone universally practices 

homosexuality? The human race ceases to exist in 1-2 

generations; the behavior is self-defeating and destroys 

the societies that practice it. It is therefore immoral 

according to Kant


