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Got Ethics? Introduction ï

Says Who?



ñYou have your way, I have 

my way. As for the right way, 

it does not exist.ò

ïFrederick Nietzsche
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Do we need God for Ethics and Morality?

ÅIn October 2010, atheist Sam Harris 

release his book ñThe Moral 

Landscapeò

ÅHarris argues against grounding 

morality in God and says science is 

the only vehicle humanity can use to 

determine the concepts of good and 

evil

ÅBreaking from his atheist companions, 

Harris argues against moral relativism 

and believes objective moral values 

do exist
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ñThe moral landscape is a space of real 

and potential outcomes whose peaks 

correspond to heights of potential well 

being and whose valleys represent the 

deepest possible suffering. . . . 

Questions about values are really 

questions about the well being of 

conscious creatures.ò

- Sam Harris
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Do we need God for Ethics and Morality?

ÅFor Harris, the concepts of good and 

evil are all about the highôs and lowôs 

of conscious creatures (animals are 

undoubtedly included along with 

humans because, after all, to an 

atheist humans are nothing more than 

more highly evolved animals) and their 

well being. 

ÅHarris says a goal for science is to 

determine and prescribe ways for 

human beings to óflourishô and through 

human flourishing, the good life will be 

realized. 
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Questioné

Is the ógoodô Sam Harris talks about moralgood?  
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ñGoodò differs in Science vs. Morality

ÅCan science tells us what causes 

human beings to óflourishô?

ÅYes, just like science can tell us 

what causes an orange tree to 

flourish

ÅBut, this doesnôt equate to a 

moral conclusion in the least
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The Core Issues

ÅDo objective moral values exist? 

ÅIf yes, where do these objective moral values come from?

ÅIf yes, how are these objective moral values recognized? 

ÅIf yes, how are these objective moral values put into practice by 

humanity?
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The Key Questions of Ethics

ÅBy what Authority?

ÅBy what Standard?

ÅBy what Truth?
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The Danger of a Wrong Answer

ÅWithout the right authority that uses the right standard 

based on the right and unchanging truth, ethics 

simply becomes emotive and opinion

ÅRape doesnôt become wrong, but rather ñI donôt like 

rapeò.
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The Danger of a Wrong Answer

ñA man does not call a line crooked unless he has 

some idea of a straight line.ò 

ïC. S. Lewis

www.confidentchristians.org



Possible Answers to the Source of Ethics

ÅFrom the Natural Universe

ÅFrom Culture/Society

ÅFrom the Individual

ÅFrom a Transcendent Creator
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Ethics from the Natural Universe?

ñA man said to the Universe, 

Sir, I exist!

Nevertheless, replied the Universe, 

That fact has not created in me

The slightest feeling of obligation.ò

How can an amoral universe 

accidentally create moral 

creatures? From a cause/effect 

standpoint, an effect must 

represent its cause in 

essence/nature.
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ñHumans have always wondered about the 

meaning of life...life has no higher purpose 

than to perpetuate the survival of DNA...life 

has no design, no purpose, no evil and no 

good, nothing but blind pitiless indifferenceò 

ïRichard Dawkins

ñIf man is a product of evolution, one species 

among  others, in a universe without 

purpose, then manôs option is to live for 

himself...ò

- Paul Kurtz

The Humanist Alternative
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Atheismôs Intellectually Honest Position



ñWhen Darwin deduced the theory of 

natural selection to explain the 

adaptations in which he had previously 

seen the handiwork of God, he knew 

that he was committing cultural 

murder. He understood immediately 

that if natural selection explained 

adaptations, and evolution by descent 

were true, then the argument from 

design was dead and all that went with 

it, namely the existence of a personal 

god, free will, life after death, 

immutable moral laws, and ultimate 

meaning in lifeò 

ïWilliam Provine
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ñWith me the horrid doubt always 

arises whether the convictions of 

manôs mind, which has been 

developed from the mind of the lower 

animals, are of any value or at all 

trustworthy. Would any one trust in the 

convictions of a monkeyôs mind, if 

there are any convictions in such a 

mind?ò

ïCharles Darwin
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The Meaning of ñGoodò

ÅFor Harris, ñgoodô equates to the well 

being of conscious creatures. 

ÅWhere does Harris find this definition 

of ñgoodò? It is his own creation and 

invention

ÅNo one can argue or question why the 

idea of conscious creatures flourishing 

equates to ñgoodò because that is 

what Harris says ñgoodò truly means

ÅExamples Harris gives include there 

being good and bad moves in chess 

and that thinking logically is good
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Harris Equivocates the Meaning of ñGoodò

ÅWould anyone call a bad move in chess an ñevilò move? 

ÅWould anyone call someone who didnôt think logically ñevilò?

ÅHarris simply equivocates the meaning of good
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Can Culture Determine What is ñGoodò?

ÅIn Kenya, the practice of ñbeadingò is 

carried out. This is where a close family 

relative of a young girl places a strand of 

beads around the young girlôs neck

ÅThis effectively is a temporary 

engagement and the relative can now 

have sexual relations with her

ÅSome girls are ñbeadedò when they are 

six years old

ÅMany young girls get pregnant and either 

have abortions or kill their babies at birth

ÅWhen they reach adulthood, the girls will 

marry outside of their village, but taboo 

dictates the girls will never be able to 

marry if they keep their babies resulting 

from beading
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