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NYou have vy
my way. As for the right
It does

I Frederick Nietzsc
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Do we need God for Ethics and Morality’

Aln October 2010, atheist Sam Harris . = s e
rel ease his bo
Landscapebo

AHarris argues against grounding
morality in God and says science IS How Science
the only vehicle humanity can use to Can Determine
determine the concepts of good TUmATEEEE
evil

ABreaking from his atheist compani
Harris argues against moral relativist

do exist
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' :.York Times Bestselling author of The End of Faith

AiThe moral | ands*
and potential outcomes whose pea
correspond to heights of potential

being and whose valleys represent t How Science
deepest possible suffering. . . Can Determine
Questions about values are £ Human Values
guestions about the well beirigid

conscil ou - |
-Sam Harri
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Do we need God for Ethics and Morality’

AFor Harris, the concepts of good an

2w York Times Bestselling author of The End of Faith

evi | ar e ol ab Ja
of conscious creatures (animals aserik
undoubtedly included along with
humans because, after all, to an ;
_ : | How Science
atheist humans are nothing more thar Can Determing

more highly evolved animals) andgtipe Human Values
well being.

AHarris says a goal for science is to
determine and prescribe ways
human beings t or/¢C
human flourishing, the good life vjill
realized.
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what causes an orange tree t
flourish

ABut, this doe
moral conclusion In the least
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The Core Issues

ADo objective moral values exist?

Alf yes, where do these objective moral values come frc
Alf yes, how are these objective moral values recognize
Alf yes, how are these objective moral values put into p
numanity?

www.confidentchristians.org



The Key Questions of Ethics

ABy what Authority?
ABy what Standard?
ABy what Truth?

www.confidentchristians.org



The Danger of a Wrong Answer

PDAMGER
—+

AWithout the right authority that uses the right stz
based on the right and unchanging truth, ethics
simply becomes emotive and opinion

ARape doesndt become w
rapeo.
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The Danger of a Wrong Answer

A-A matn SdEeressevn o t cliasl |

some |1 dea of
I C.S. Lewis
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Possible Answers to the Source of Ethic:

AFrom the Natural Universe
AFrom Culture/Society

AFrom the Individual

AFrom a Transcendent Creator
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Ethics from the Natural Universe?

NnA man sal d
Sir, | exist!
Nevertheless, replied the Unive |
That fact has not created In
The sl i .ghit-es )

How can an amoral univel !
accidentally create moi AR
creatures? From a cause/eft iy
standpoint, an effect mt
represent its cause |
essence/nature
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A talse | simb.s adlggnat e | | e c

AHumans have al wa
meaning of life...life has no higher pui«: -

than to perpetuate the survival of DN/

has no design, no purpnsesvil and nc
good nothing but b |/ &
i Richard Dawkin: . . “ '@

Nl f man 1 s a pr od .l
among others, in a universe wit:

pur pose, then me #

hi ms e\ .

www.confidentchristians.org



nNWhen Dar wi n d
natural selection to explai
adaptations in which he had prev
seen the handiwork of God, he
that he was committing cul
murder. He understood immed
that if natural selection expla
adaptations, and evolution by de
were true, then the argument
design was dead and all that we
It, namely the existence of a per
god, free will, life after de
iImmutable moral laessd ultimat:
meani ng

I WillianiProvine
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NWith me the
arises whether the conviction

manos mi nd,
developed from the mind of the |
animals, are of any value or ¢
trustworthy. Would any one trust |
convictions o
there are any convictions in su
mi no
I Charles Darwir
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The Meaning of nGo

AFor Harri s, ﬁgoq
being of conscious creatures.
AWhere does Harris find this definisbfi¥
of Agoodo? |t |EE
invention How Science
ANo one can argue or question why tf t #1 Can Determine
Idea of conscious creatures flouri ' Human Values
equates to ngo o
what Harri s says
AExamples Harris gives include thei



-

AWoul d anyone call a bad
AWoul d anyone call someon
AHarris simply equivocates the meaning of good
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C adie . C uilsstieuiglesset])e £ e.r m

Aln Kenya, the practice of fbead
carried out. This is where a close family
relative of a young girl places a strand of
beads around the young girl 6s n
A This effectively is a temporary
engagement and the relative can now
have sexual relations with her
ASome girls are fibeadedo when t h
Six years old
A Many young girls get pregnant and either
have abortions or kill their babies at birth
A When they reach adulthood, the girls will
marry outside of their village, but taboo
dictates the girls will never be able to
marry if they keep their babies resulting
from beading
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