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Why Study Godõs Attributes?



ñYou thought that I was just like youò

- Psalm 50:21



What is an Attribute of God? 

ñHe in condescending love has by revelation declared certain 

things to be true of Himself. These we call His attributes.ò 

-A. W. Tozer

ñBy óattributeô is meant some characteristic that can be attributed 

to Godôs nature ïan essential trait of God.ò

- Norman Geisler



Why Study the Attributes of God?



ñI Want an Intimate Relationship with Godéò

What if I told you the woman in 

this picture is my wife ïthe one 

with whom I have a deep intimate 

relationship ïbut yet I didnôt know 

her: 

ÅReal name

ÅCharacter traits

ÅDesires and Hopes

ÅLikes

ÅDislikes 

ÅGoals/objectives

ÅOther personal defining thingsé 



All Theological Truth Depends on Godôs Attributes

Å Creation ïdepends on Godôs attributes of eternality, 

omnipotence, aseity, necessity, actuality, etc. 

Å Soteriology (study of Salvation) ïdepends on Godôs attributes 

of justice, love, mercy, sovereignty, righteousness, holiness, 

etc.

Å Eschatology (study of the End Times) ïdepends on Godôs 

attributes of omniscience, omnipotence, truthfulness, wrath, 

etc. 



ñIgnorance of God-ignorance 

both of his ways and of the 

practice of communion with him-

lies at the root of much of the 

churchôs weakness today.ò

- J. I. Packer



Must know the True God to Recognize Fake gods

ÅñFor many days Israel was without the true God and without a 

teaching priest and without lawò (2 Chron. 15:3)

ÅñBut the LORD is the true God; He is the living God and the 

everlasting Kingò (Jer. 10:9)

ÅñA man does not call a line crooked unless he has some idea 

of a straight line.ò ïC. S. Lewis

ÅñLittle children, guard yourselves from idolsò (1 John 5:21)



ñAssigning to God any thing by 

him not assumed is making to 

ourselves a deifying of our own 

imaginations.ò

- John Owen



False Ideas Have Consequences 

ñThe person who participates in (Holy Battles) in Allah's cause and nothing 

compels him to do so except belief in Allah and His Apostle, will be 

recompensed by Allah either with a reward, or booty (if he survives) or will be 

admitted to paradise (if he is killed).ò

- The sayings of Mohammad, Al Bukharivol1:35



ñWhat comes into our minds when we 

think about God is the most important 

thing about us. The history of 

mankind will probably show that no 

people has ever risen above its 

religion, and manôs spiritual history 

will positively demonstrate that no 

religion has ever been greater than its 

idea of God.ò

-A. W. Tozer



False Ideas Have Consequences 

ñMy people are destroyed for lack of knowledgeò (Hos. 4:6)



False Ideas Have Consequences 

ñMy people are destroyed for lack of knowledgeò (Hos. 4:6)
http://www.christianpost.com/news/pastor-on-past-dirty-little-secret-i-didnt-believe-in-hell-56179/



Spiritual Maturity Depends on a Right Concept of God

ÅñFor I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance 

with knowledge.ò (Rom. 10:2)

ÅñAnd He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 

evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 

saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we 

all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 

mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of 

Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by 

waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by 

craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to 

grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the 

whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, 

according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of 

the body for the building up of itself in love.ò (Ephesians 4:11ï16) 



ñThe Church has surrendered 

her once lofty concept of God 

and has substituted for it one so 

low, so ignoble, as to be utterly 

unworthy of thinking, worshiping 

menò 

-A. W. Tozer



Nothing Less than a Commitment to the Ultimate

"God, you have made us for 

yourself, and our hearts are 

restless till they find their rest in 

you." 

-Augustine



Questions on the Attributes of God



How Can God be One and Have Many Attributes?

Å How can a God who is absolutely 

one have many attributes? Doesnôt 

this violate the concept of God 

being one?

Å Answer: there may be many things 

said about one thing, but yet it is 

still one

Å A single rock can be smooth, 

round, gray, etc. 



How Many Attributes does God Have?

Å Different theologians ascribe 

different numbers of attributes to 

God

Å Some combine attributes together 

to form one characteristic

Å They can be broken up into 

Metaphysical attributes (non-moral) 

and Moral attributes 


