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Introduction

aposAtmPastpsil n

1 :renunciation of a religious faith

2 :abandonment of a previous loyaltydefection

3 :In classical Greek apostasiais a technical term for
political revolt or defection

"Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unlessapestasy comes
first, and the man of | awlessnes
(2 Thessalonians 2:3)
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Profile of an Apostate

Avrius (AD ca. 250 - 336) was a Christian priest
from Alexandria, Egypt, trained at Antioch in the
early fourth century whose teachings, now called
Arianism, were deemed heretical by the Church.
Avrius denied the divinity of Jesus as explained God
this way: o0The Father efxisted before
There was a time when the Son did not exist.
Therefore Son was created by the Father.
Therefore, although the Son was the highest of all
creatures, he was not o
This was no mere exercise in semantics, but an
attack on the doctrine of God and a challenge to th
very foundation of Christianity, which holds that
Jesus is really and truly God.

Avrius was very winsome and argued his case with the|
general populous even composing catchy songs to
help them remember his position.

Profile of an Apostate

The distinction Arius tried to make was very

subtle. Regarding Jesus essence, Arius said

Christ was: homaousion( 6of | i ke sybstanced) b f?'l'”‘"
not homoousion( 6 of t he same spbstanced) as
God the Father.

Opposed at the Council of Nicaea and the
church Father Athanasius, Arius was
excommunicatetut within two years he deceived
Constantine into thinking he was orthodox at
heart. Athanasius, who became bishop of
Alexandria in 328, would not have Arius back in
the city, and this became a source of unrest, fully
exploited by Athanasiu
the exasperated Constantine sent Athanasius
into exile, Arius was refused Communion in the
diocese and returned to Constantinople, where
he soon died.

OWe believe in one God,
things visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ
the Son of God, the only-begotten of his Father,of the
substance of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very
God of very God, begotten not made, being of one
substance widh the
- Council of Nicaea decision on Christ




The Children of Arius

The Jehovahds Witnes?’”
proponents of Arianism. Their teachings on
Jesus include the following:

A J i . b Nm«'\\'orld;ln‘_ranslation
amighy. R Holy SCriptures
Jesus is the first and direct creation of
God.

Jesus made oall oth
Jesus waslis the chief angel, Michael.

A Jesus was raised a spirit creature, not
bodily.

Jesus invisibly returned to the earth in
1914 and expelled Satan.

Why Apostasy Matters

oLet them al one; t h g
blind. And if a blind man guides a blind ma

both will fall
(Matthew 15:14)

Why Apostasy Matters

0é for it has never
one fool, when he goes astray, takes sever
ot hers with hi
0 Soren Kierkegaard
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Outline of Jude

I. Greeting (1-2)
11. Purpose of letterd introduction to the apostates (34)
11l. Warning and judgment of apostasy (4.6)
a. Three historical apostate groups (57)
i. Israelin the desert (5)
ii. Rebellious angels (6)
iii. Sodom and Gomorrah (7)
b. Description of contemporary apostates (810)
c. Three historical apostate personalities (11)
d. Additional description of contemporary apostates (1216)
IV.Instruction to Church (17-23)
a. Adherence to apostles teaching (1719)
b. Adherence to prayer and Christian practice (2021)
c. Adherence to edification and evangelism (223)
V. Doxology (24-25)
a. Confidence in God (24)
b. Tribute to God (25)

Expositionof 1 -2

0Jude, -sarvaft of dedus Christ, and brothe
of James, To those who are the called, beloved i
God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: May
mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.'
(Jude 1-2)




Questions to Consider

0Jude, -savar of dedus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are
the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: May mercy and
peace and love be multiplied to you."
(Jude 1-2)

Jude

The name @&4J i dshodrteried form of Judas,

means 0pr ai BheauthbrWehdfies himself

as a Obrother of Jameso6 (v1l)),

field with respect to who the writer actually is. There are

eight men of this name (Judas) in the New Testament,

but only two are associated with a man named James and

these become the possible candidates for being the

b o o k 8 s -thewnpostle Jude and Jude the half

brother of Christ. The apostle Jude can be eliminated

as he was the son of a man named James and not a

brother (Luke 6: Acts 1:13). In addition the author

does not identify himself as an apostle, and goes so far

as to make a distinction between himself (v. 17) and

these men who held special authority. Applying this filter

leaves only Jude, the half brother of Jesus as the most

likely candidate. His letter was likely written before

AD. 70 (perhaps before his brotherds r
One might wonder why the author wo Wthelnamesheis {

referred by in Matthew 13:55. Although not plainly stated, it could very well be to distance himse}
from the name of the one who became the son of perdition and a traitor of the Lord

Jude Faith

0Jud®@ond aSevant of Jesus C
Jude had gone from not believingn Je s us
" Ther efSolNCINENNSENORON S er s S
go into Judea, so that Your disciples also may see Your|
wor ks which You are doing
secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If Y
do these things, s h Farnoty o
even His brothers were believing in Hirh
(John 7:3-5)

ng hi meelvfand és |

What might have caused him to believe?

Jude
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o Bond

doulos

-Servant

1 One whois solely committed to

9/9/2009

anot her. To be un
control

° male slave in a socieconomic
0Jude a of Jesus Christ, and

brother of James, To those who are the called,
beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus

Christ: May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to
you. 6

(2000). A Gre«

(Jude 1-2)

Jude, although he was the haffrother of Jesus, preferred not to signify his earthly relationship tie, bu
instead chose to identify himself as a slave of the Heavenly Messiah. In the GréRomans world,
slavery was widespread with slaves not being held in high esteem. Being owned by another was nq
ambition in life. But yet, Jude says he is under the total control of the Christ, as opposed to the
apostates he will speak of later who assert their own authority and desires and deny the master thg
give lipservice to. We should constantly keep ourselves in check and ensure we are living in a way |
in keeping with how our Master desires.

0 J u d 8ond aSewan of Jesus C

"0And now, Lord, take note of -getvantsmayt h
speak Your word with all confidence,"
(Acts 4:29)

" Paul, a bondservant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of

"For am | now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am | striving to please men? If
were still trying to please men, | would not be a besetvant of Christ."
(Galatians 1:10)

" The L or ddvant hustmat be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach,
patient when wronged,"
(2 Timothy 2:24)

“"And a voice came from the throne,
servants, you who fear Hi m,
(Revelation 19:5)

s
t

ay
he

Faith

A Sl ave of One

"James,abonds er vant of and
(James 1:1)

"However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those
which by nature are no gods.
(Galatians 4:8)

A Child of One or

"Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our

heart s, crying, 0Abbal
(Galatians 4:6)

e of your father the devil
(John 8:44)
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0Jude a -Sewvamnt af Jesus Christ é 6

oC
o M

hristosbé
essiaho
0OAnoi nted Onebo

0To call Jesus the Chr
theological clain® that He is the Messiah long
expected by the
Stephen Prothero
Chair, Boston University Religion Department

O0And br ot hJameséod

James was the halbrother of Jesus (Matt.
13:55, Gal. 1:19), who like Jude, did not
believe at first that Jesus was the Messiah.
However, after Jesus appeared to his half
brother (as chronicled by Paul in 1 Cor. 15:7),
he became a Christial e leader/figurehead
of the Jerusalem council, and wrote the epistl

of James.

Historians (Josephus, etc.) record that James
was martyred in A.D. 62 by being thrown from
the top of the temple and then stoned. His
coffin was found in 1955; the inscription reads

60James son of Joseph

Faith

0 Jud e, -savart of dedus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are

the Ca”ed belovedm God the Father, and pt for Jesus Christ:

May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you."
(Jude 1-2)

We dondt know exactly the recipient{
of illustrations from the Old Testament and the Jewish apocrypha, his readers
likely were predominantly Jewish believers.

Jude




0To t hose wtheCallad eé 6

What i s t he thatGuué i
talking about”

0To t hose wtheCallad eé 6

“"among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;"
(Romans 1:6)

"and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also
justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified."
(Romans 8:30)

"but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,
but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God."
(1 Corinthians 1:23-24)

"There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your
calling;"
(Ephesians 4:4)

"seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godlineg

through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence."
(2 Peter 1:3)

Jude Faith

0To t hose wtheCalled eé 6

o0and these whom He pre
and these whom He called, He also justified; and
these whom He justified, He also glorified."
(Romans 8:30)

tice all the verbs are in the past tense. The verbs are in the aorist tense al
indicative moodj it is a snapshot event that took place in the past and is not
something that is in doubt of having occurred.

God performed all of these actions upon his saints from before time began.
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0To t hose wtheCallad eé 6

oOobut we preach Chri s
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but
to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God."

(1 Corinthians 1:23-24)

The call cannot be something universal in nature
according to his versé there are Jews and gentiles who
have not heard the call and there are Jews and gentile
who have been called.

0To t hose wtheCallad eé 6

Church

the church, the redeemed, believers are chosen
eklektosfrom the verbkaleoand the preposition
out, to call out, the called out ones.

Jude

0To t hose wtheCalled eé 6

Y

OFor many are calle
(Matthew 22:14)

This verse encompasses both the general and efficacious call

God. The oOomany are calledo6 re

are chosendé represent those
are Othe calledo6 of

"These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overco
them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those w
are with Him arethe called and chosen and faithftil
(Revelation 17:14)
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Oanbeloved i n god the

0The Lord did not set His
because you were more in number than any of the
peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but

because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He

swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a

mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slave

from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt."
(Deuteronomy 7:7-8)

El ection é Love é Uncond

Oanbeloved i n god the

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing
the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Hi
before the foundation of the world, that we would be hol
and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us ta

adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of
the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us i

the Beloved."
(Ephesians 1:3-6)

Election é Love é Uncond

Oanbeloved i n god the

"What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is againg
us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us al
how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? Who will bring 4
charge against Godds elect? God
who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raisq
who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will
separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is
written, OFor Your sake we are
considered as sheep to be sl au
overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For | am convincg
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor an
other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
(Romans 8:3139)
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oanHept for Jesus Chri

Believers are kept by Christ and the Fath

OMy sheep hear My voi
they follow Me; and | give eternal life to them, ang
they will never perish; and no one will snatch the
out of My hand. o0My Fa
to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to
snhatch them out of t
(John 10:27-29)

" to retainin custodykeep watch
over, guardsomeone; a prisoner
° to cause a state, condition, or
53 ude, -servattofdedus Christ, and brother of activity to continue keep, hold,
James, To those who are the called, beloved in God the reservepreserve

4 Amdt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek -
Father, and for Jesus Christ: May mercy and English lexicon of the New ment and other early

peace and love b multiplied to you. . . . And the angels who ~ Christian literature.
did not stay within their own position of authority, but left

their proper dwelling, he has in eternal chains under

gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great

day
(Jude 1-2. 6)

This is how Paul describes himself in Philemon 1 (9
well be referencinghe eternal security of the believerPrisoners can and do escape, but their breakout is only

possible if the one holding them is remiss in their handBspmething not possible with an glowerful and alknowing
God. Unlike the false teachers that were accosting the early Church, Jude writes to those who are under the locl

and seal of Christ and are different than those deg
not realyof us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with ushey went outso thatitwould be

shown that they all are not of us.6 (1 John 2:19).

judgmen therelarehewsaoner wagnehes uofyo@dy. a

the Christian cannotlose their salvation

Jude Faith

OanHept for Jesus Chr

e gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable.”
(Romans 11:

9/9/2009
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oanHept for Jesus Chr

| know you've washed me white
Turned my darkness into light
| need your peace to get me through To get me through this nigh
| can't live by what | feel
But by the truth your word reveals
I'm not holding on to you
But youdre holding on
Youdre holding on to

-0East to West o6, Castin

oanHept for Jesus Chri

Trans| at i dondslagedf desus Chrishand brother of
James, to those who by God the Fathehave been loved and are i
a state of being the permanent objects of His love, and who for
Jesus Christ have been guarded and are in a permanent state of
being carefully watched, to those who are called odes

-Kenneth Wuest
Wu e s WdidsStudies in the Greek New Testament

@nd Kept  for Jesus Christ € o

For what purpose are believers kept for Christ?

"oLet us rej oi{ o
and give the glory to Him, for & =4
the marriage of the Lamb has =

come and His bride has 4

made herself
given to her to clothe herself
in fine linen, bright and clean;
for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints."
(Revelation 19:7-8)




0J ude, -servattaf dedus Christ, and brother of James, To
those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for|

Jesus Christ: May MEICYandPeaceand lovene muttiplied

to you."
(Jude 1-2)

May mercy, Peace, and love
Mercy 0 celeosd

Kindness or concern expressed for
ér el i efmidemobsm. t h e

Peaced ceirlhlb

of concord or harmonyé
ér el i efchdosobsm. t he

Love 8 cagaplb

A state of deep unconditional af fed
érel i effeafafonsitrhées conseq

Concluding Thoughts

0 Jude, -savari of dedus Christ, and brother of James, To those v
the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: May m
peace and love be multiplied to you."
(Jude 1-2)

believers have he

the apostagtes ne

The believers are bel

ét he apostates are
The believers are kept for glory;

éthe apostates ar.

Jude
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