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aposÅtaÅsy\ ᴅ- p̈͂äs-tᴅ-sǛ\ n

1 : renunciation of a religious faith 
2 : abandonment of a previous loyalty :defection
3 : In classical Greek, apostasiais a technical term for

political revolt or defection

"Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasycomes 
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destructionó

(2 Thessalonians 2:3) 
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Profile of an Apostate

Arius (AD ca. 250 - 336) was a Christian priest 
from Alexandria, Egypt, trained at Antioch in the 
early fourth century whose teachings, now called 
Arianism, were deemed heretical by the Church. 
Arius denied the divinity of Jesus as explained God 
this way: òThe Father existed before the Son. 
There was a time when the Son did not exist. 
Therefore, the Son was created by the Father. 
Therefore, although the Son was the highest of all 
creatures, he was not of the essence of God.ó
This was no mere exercise in semantics, but an 
attack on the doctrine of God and a challenge to the 
very foundation of Christianity, which holds that 
Jesus is really and truly God.

Arius was very winsome and argued his case with the 
general populous even composing catchy songs to 
help them remember his position. 
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Profile of an Apostate

The distinction Arius tried to make was very 
subtle. Regarding Jesus essence, Arius said 
Christ was: homoiousion (òof like substanceó) but 
not homoousion(òof the same substanceó) as 
God the Father. 

Opposed at the Council of Nicaea and the 
church Father Athanasius, Arius was 
excommunicated but within two years he deceived 
Constantine into thinking he was orthodox at 
heart. Athanasius, who became bishop of 
Alexandria in 328, would not have Arius back in 
the city, and this became a source of unrest, fully 
exploited by Athanasiusõs enemies. Even when 
the exasperated Constantine sent Athanasius 
into exile, Arius was refused Communion in the 
diocese and returned to Constantinople, where 
he soon died. 
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òWe believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all 
things visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, the only -begotten of his Father, of the 

substance of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very 
God of very God, begotten not made, being of one 

substance with the Fatheréó
- Council of Nicaea decision on Christ
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The Children of Arius

The Jehovahõs Witnesses are modern day 
proponents of Arianism. Their teachings on 
Jesus include the following:

Å Jesus is a òmighty godó but not God 
Almighty.

Å Jesus is the first and direct creation of 
God.

Å Jesus made òall other thingsó for God.
Å Jesus was/is the chief angel, Michael.
Å Jesus was raised a spirit creature, not 

bodily.
Å Jesus invisibly returned to the earth in 

1914 and expelled Satan.   
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òLet them alone; they are blind guides of the 
blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, 

both will fall into a pit.ó
(Matthew 15:14) 

Why Apostasy Matters
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òé for it has never yet been known to fail that 
one fool, when he goes astray, takes several 

others with him.ó 
ðSoren Kierkegaard

Why Apostasy Matters
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Outline of Jude

I. Greeting (1-2)
II. Purpose of letter ðintroduction to the apostates (3-4)
III. Warning and judgment of apostasy (5-16)

a. Three historical apostate groups (5-7)
i. Israel in the desert (5)
ii. Rebellious angels (6)
iii. Sodom and Gomorrah (7)

b. Description of contemporary apostates (8-10)
c. Three historical apostate personalities (11)
d. Additional description of contemporary apostates (12-16)

IV. Instruction to Church (17-23)
a. Adherence to apostles teaching (17-19)
b. Adherence to prayer and Christian practice (20-21)
c. Adherence to edification and evangelism (22-23)

V. Doxology (24 -25)
a. Confidence in God (24)
b. Tribute to God (25)
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Exposition of 1 -2
Greeting and blessing
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òJude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother 
of James, To those who are the called, beloved in 
God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: May 

mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you."
(Jude 1-2) 



Jude ðContending for the Faith

òJude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are 
the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: May mercy and 

peace and love be multiplied to you."
(Jude 1-2) 

Questions to Consider

Who was Jude; what became of him?

What does the name ôJudeõ mean?
What is a bond-servant?

Who was James? What happened to him?

Where and when was Jude Written?

Why does Jude use Jesusõ full title ðis there significance in that?

What does ôKeptõ For Jesus Mean?

What does ôthe calledõ refer to?

What does it mean to be ôbeloved in Godõ?

Why ômercyõ, ôpeaceõ, ôloveõ?

Who was Jude writing to?
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Jude

The name òJudeó (
I� �*�/�.�"), a shortened form of Judas, 
means òpraise YHWHó. T he author identifies himself 
as a òbrother of Jamesó (v1), which certainly narrows the 
field with respect to who the writer actually is. There are 
eight men of this name (Judas) in the New Testament, 
but only two are associated with a man named James and 
these become the possible candidates for being the 
bookõs author - the apostle Jude and Jude the half 
brother of Christ. The apostle Jude can be eliminated 
as he was the son of a man named James and not a 
brother (Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13). In addition the author 
does not identify himself as an apostle, and goes so far 
as to make a distinction between himself (v. 17) and 
these men who held special authority. Applying this filter 
leaves only Jude, the half brother of Jesus as the most 
likely candidate. His letter was likely written before 
A.D. 70 (perhaps before his brotherõs murder). 

One might wonder why the author would use the name òJudeó instead of òJudasó ðthe name he is 
referred by in Matthew 13:55. Although not plainly stated, it could very well be to distance himself 

from the name of the one who became the son of perdition and a traitor of the Lord.


