Jude

Faith

Meet the Apostates

Exposition of 3

"Beloved, while | was making every effort to write
you about our common salvation, | felt the necess
to write to you appealing that you contend earnest
for the faith which was once for all handed down {

the saints. For certain persons have crept in
unnoticed, those who were long beforehand mark
out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who t
the grace of our God into licentiousness and den
our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ."
(Jude 3-4)
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Questions to Consider

What caused Jude to change his purpose for writing?

What do the words o6contend ear

"Beloved, while | was making every effort to write you about our common salvati
felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faif
which was once for all handed down to the saints."
(Jude 3)

What does O6common salvat
What i s

How does Jude refer to the completeness of the gospel?

What is a O6saintd?

Jude

0 B unhen | perceived that the fury of
certain bad men had risen to such a heigh
in your realm, that there was no place in i’
for sound doctrine, | thought it might be of

service if | were in the same work both to

give instruction to my countrymen, and

also lay before your majesty a confession
from which you may learn what the

doctrine is that so inflames the rage of /

those madmen who are this day, with fire
and sword, troubl i

- John Calvin to King Francis (1536) %’ /
X ¥

Prefatory address
The Institutes of the Christian Religion

ng

The oefforté (dili gence)spoddsdtechs p 4

communicates the concept of speed or haste, and may mean that Jude, altho

he tried hard, he could not carry out his intentions for the original message bec

of an intercession from the Spirit to change course. This appears to be
supported by Jude stating that he
literally translated means pressure possibly from divine dispensation.
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o0Common salvati

Salvation d Soteria dwas a common desire of they
populous during the first century. There were
many mystery religions, philosophical schools, an:
government enforced emperor worship practices
that promised salvation, however most focused ol
deliverance from oppression and misery in this lif
and normal physical needs, although some looke:
to the afterlife. As an example, the Mithras Cult
(a Roman military cult) borrowed from Christianity
and utilized blood as the means of salvation,
although their blood came from the supposed
slaying of a mighty bull by Mithras. This is implied
in an inscription found in thenithraeunof Santa
Prisca, Rome dated 202 A.
too, you have saved by shedding blood which
grants eternityéo

Word Study - Salvation

s Uia 1 Deliverance

° Preservation
"Beloved, while | was making every effort to Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W.

} (2000). A Greek -English lexicon of the
write you about our commo il New Testament and other early Christian
felt the necessity to write to you appealint literature.
that you contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all handed down to the saints.

-Jude 3

Jude states that his intentiond before the Spirit redirected hméwas t o write abo
ocommoné salvation. o0Commoné refers to some
salvation his audience possessed vs. the apostate religion being promoted by the false teachers}

assailing the church. Godds true salvation
wrath of God that abides on every notbeliever (John 3:18); (2) preservation in that deliverance whic

is guaranteed by Godds unconditional promi s e

that covenant (Gal. 3)

0Common salvati onéd

"0And there is salvation in no one
has been given among men by
(Acts 4:12)

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to|
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek."
(Romans 1:16)

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,"
(Titus 2:11)
"how will we escape if we negl
(Hebrews 2:3)

"who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to b
revealed in the last time."
(1 Peter 1:5)
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Word Study 0 Contend Earnestly

epathlzomal 1 Exertintense effort
o Connotates a rivalry
“Beloved, while | was making every effort to Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W.
write you about our common salvation, | felt (2000). A Greek -English lexicon of the
o to you appealing that Nengs!amen! and other early Christian
literature.
for the faith
1anded down to the
-Jude 3

The term o0contend earnestlyé6 is a compo
is in the present infinitive form, which means that the struggle will be continuous. Jude

telling us that there will be a continuous fight against false teaching and that Christian

should take it so seriously that we sho
The Church should expend every effort to resist apostasy and heresy in the body and,
Christian is called to

moreover, every
letter is addressed to all believers).

Jude Faith

0Contend earnethefhith €06r

A number of years ago, a noted Christian apologist was
lecturing at Ohio State University and was driven by the
then newly finishedVexner Center for the Arts, which the
driver of the vehicle ref
building in Americad. The
contained stairways that went to nowhere, pillars that ha
no function, and other such things. The one driving the c3
enthusiastically explained that the architect designed t
building with no particular purpose in mind because he|
believed life is random and has no ultimate meaning al
purpose. After a pause, t
questiond did he do that with the foundation®

Jude

0Contend earnethefaith €0r

refers to foundation of

0The Faitho
lesus and salvation through Him.

and received body of truth abo
During the times of the Enlightenment and Modernism, philosophers (especiall
| mmanuel Kant) created a dichotor

Mind Heart

Opinion Feeling
Subjective Religion

Objective proof Facts
verifiable Science

Jude
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0Contend ear ne thefaith

d have therefore found it
necessary to deny
knowledgein order to make
room for faith. 6
- Immanuel Kant
Critigue of Pure Reason

OFacts have
with relic¢

0Contend ear ne thefhith

AWhen faith is thus exalted
above everything else, it
necessarily follows that reason,
knowledge and patient inquiry
have to be discredited: the road
to the truth becomes a

forbidden

OFaith means
know what is true 6

- Frederick Nietzsche

Word Study d Faith

p I Stl S 0 Thatwhich evokes trust; assurance
© State of believing based on the

_ | reliability of the one trusted
"Beloved, while | was making every effort to 2 Conviction of the truth

write you about our common salvation, | felt ~ Beingworthy of belief and trust

the necessity to write to you aj g that Amdt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek -

English lexicon of the New Testament and other early
you contend earnestly for the which Christian literature.

was once for all handed down to the saints.
-Jude 3

Most people, if asked o6what is faith?6
prove and/or something which you are not really sure of. But that is not how the Bible
speaks of faith. Faith is derived from
6trustd and speaks of something that re
in whom we have placed our trisGod Himself. Our faith is something we can be sure of
and something that indeed as an objective basis and foundation for the trust given it.

Jude Faith

9/16/2009




0Contend earnethefhith €06r

" Now faith is the [assurance] of things
hoped for, the of things not seen."
(Hebrews 11:1)

AObijective
AVerifiable
AProof
AFacts
AFaith

In other words, we have arbjective basisfor a subjective (invisible) belief

0Contend earnethefhith €06r

OProbably the best
concept of modern theology is to say that it i
faith in faith, rather than faith directed to an
object which is actually there . . . Modern ma|
cannot talk about the object of his faith, only
about the faith itself. . . . In Christianity the
value of faith depends upon the object toward
which the faith is directed. So it looks outwar
to the God who is there, and to the Christ wha
in history died upon the cross once for all,
finished the work of atonement, and on the
third day rose again in space and in time. Thil§
makes Christian faith open to discussion and

verification.|
- Francis Schaeffer, The God Who is There

dnce for all handed downé

The statement conveys a finality and unchangeable aspect to the}

object being spoken about by Jude. The Greek word use® hapaxd

means a single occurrence and something that is decisively uniqu
nature.

"1 am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grac|
Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some wil
are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of ChrisBut even if we, or an
angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we havej
preached to you, he is to be accursedis we have said before, so | say again now.
any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to
accursed!"
(Galatians 1:6-9)
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dOnce for all handed

What does this say

that is supposed to come from God?

Muhammad and Gabriel vision
—

There is no need for any further revelation from God and, moreove
any person claiming such revelation is either a deceiver or being

deceived.

0To ftsdines é 6

The wor d Hagoad nitnd tihse
which is literally
oto being dedicated
service of Godo6. Ev e

" 6 But { of the Highest One will
receive the kingdom and possess the
kingdom forever, f
(Daniel 7:18)

“To the and faithful brethren in
Christ who are inColosse : Grace to you
and peace from God our Father and the

Lord Jesus Christ."
(Colossians 1:2)

0l felt the necessi
earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the|

sal

Why?

What caused Jude to change his message

Joseph Smith and Prophets vision

nts.
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OFor certain personsg
those who were long beforehand marked o
for this condemnation, ungodly persons wh
turn the grace of our God into licentiousnesg
and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus
Christ."
(Jude 4)

Scriptureds Warning of

Warnings on False Teaching No Warnings

Every New Testament book except Philemon contains warnings
about false teachingd 26 out of 27 books. What does that say abou
the importance God places on right doctrine and teaching?

Jude Faith

Word Study o Crept

pareide@ 1 Slipin stealthily

° Sneakin; hard to detect

3 Slipin sideways
§ einunooticed, h a v fndt, w., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000).
those who were long befcrehand maiked out for this A Greek -English lexicon of the New Testament
condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace  and other early Christian literature.

of our God into licentiousness and deny our only:
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ."
(Jude 4)

OFor certain

The word ocreptoé is only fomthekbokminlade. i
presents the term in the indicative mood indicating the invasion is real and not just a fut
possibility. InextrabiblicalGreek the term describes the cunning craftiness of a lawyer wh
through clever argumentation, infiltrated the minds of courtroom officials and corrupted|
their thinking. The key thing needed to detect such infiltration is the one thing many
conservative theologians say the Church lacks most i
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ocertain per saeptsn umhaticee
"So skilled is error at
imitating truth, that the
two are constantly being
mistaken for each
another. It takes a sharp
eye these days to know _
which brother is Cain
and which is Abel."

-AW. Tozer,

OHow to Avoid

ocertain per saeptsn uhhaticesl

Jesus presented another

par {
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his f}

0OBut while his men
among the wheat, and
bore grain, then the tares be
landowner came and said to hi
your field? How then does it

enemy has done this!
(Matthew 13:24-30)

were sl eep
went awa

Jude Faith

ocertai n per saeptsn uhhaticeel

"For such men are false
apostles, deceitful workers,
disguising themselves as
apostles of Christ. No
wonder, for even Satan
disguises himself as an

angel of
(2 Corinthians 11:13-14)




9/16/2009

bef orehand mar ke

oLong

oordained to this

Or literally ohayviprograptoe @
participle that Jude presents in the perfect form indicating
the action by God took place in the past and extends up t
the present day. This pictures God sovereignty in action,
an absolute rule that includes Him even utilizing evil me
accomplish His purpose. This fact should bring comfort tg
all believers as they struggle against the spiritual forces t
sometimes seem to be winning individual battles; the cer

victory in the overall war goes to the Lord.

bef orehand mar ke

oLong

"Many will follow their sensuality, and because o
them the way of the truth will be maligned; and i
their greed they will exploit you with false words;
their judgment from long ago is not idle, and thei
destruction is not asleep'
(2 Peter 2:2-3)

0 L o nbgforehand mar ked out éd

The Apostates are prepared for condemnation:

persons have

OFor certaimnm
were longbeforehand markedout or t hi s «c¢ ¢

-Jude 4

Believers are prepared for good works and salvation:

"For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus fo
good works, which Godorepared beforehandso that we
would walk in them."

(Ephesians 2:10)
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oungodly persons who t
into licentiousness and deny our only Master and
Lor d, Jesus Chri

-Jude 4

The Apositat

ungodly personséo

oBeware of the false p
sheepds clothing, but i nwg
know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from
thorn bushes nor figs frao
good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad frui
O0A good tree cannot pr odu(
produce good fruit. OEver
fruit is cut down Sotheh, youhwillg

know them by their fruits
(Matthew 7:15-20)

angodly per sonséo

"Many will follow their sensuality, and because o
them the way of the truth will be maligned; and i
their greed they will exploit you with false words;
their judgment from long ago is not idle, and thei
destruction is not asleep’
(2 Peter 2:2-3)
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"A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.
(Galatians 5:9)

durn  the grace of our God into Licentiousness é 6

The word oturno=

is better tran.s\“surrs% ‘t

operverto and s
individuals were distorting the real
message of Goc

0The worst form
consist in perversions of the
trutho
-R. C. Lensky

durn  the grace of our God into Licentiousness

The distortion of Goc( W
lifestyle of licentiousness, another word only
used in the book of Jude, which literally means

a selfabandonment into what is socially
unacceptable. The terms can also be

transl ated oOsensualii

used a number of other places in the New
Testament, most notab

epistles.

"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in |
sin so that grace may increase? May it never be
How shall we who died to sin still live in it?"

(Romans 6:12)
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Profile of an Apostate

Nicolaitanism, which early second century sources
(Irenaeus say started with the Nicolas identified as
a proselyte from Antioch (Acts 6:5). Nicolaitanism
sported many of the characteristics of Gnosticism i
that it encouraged the practice of physical
immorality, a fact called out by Jesus in Revelation
2:15 in His address to the church at Pergamum.
Additional evidence of theNicolaitan-Gnosticism
link is that a woman, Jezebel, appeared to be the
leader of the group in Thyatira (Revelation 2:20).

They followed a dualistic notion and teaching that
what one does with the body is of no consequence, |8
since it is only the spirit that counts; all flesh is bad

all spirit is good. Jude identifies the apostates as
ones who defiled the fleshs@rxin v8) and used

grace as a license to sin (v4), which is in keeping wi
how the Gnostics andNicolaitans operated.

movi e Ol nde cbemiModra)

s her husband, ol

durn  the grace of our God into Licentiousness é 6

Human beings are dylomorphicunionof body and spirit/soul.

"Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall |
then take away the members of Christ and make them members (
prostitute? May it never be! Or do you not know that the one who
joins himself to a prostitute
two shall become one flesh. o6
Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee immorality. Every other sin that a|
man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins again{
own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you a|
not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body."
(1 Corinthians 6:15-20)
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oDeny o ur masterlayd Lord Jesus Christ

"Jude, abond-servanto f Jesus Chri s
Master: despotes, (fr om where the Engl
which signifies a ruler with absolute power over subjects such as
King
Lord: kyrion, which denotes authority

é deny Master ammbokdy Jesus Christ."(Jude 1-4)

How do you deny Jesus in the manner in which Jude speak?

deny our only master and Lord Jesus C

"To the pure, all things are pure; but to those whd
are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but bd
their mind and their conscience are defiled. The

profess to know God, but by their deeds they den
Him, being detestable and disobedient and
worthless for any good deed."
(Titus 1:15 -16)

deny our only master and Lord Jesus

"Why do you call Me ,
what | say?"
(Luke 6:46)
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