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Meet the Apostates

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Exposition of 3 -4
Appeal and Purpose for Writing

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Beloved, while I was making every effort to write 
you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity 
to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly 
for the faith which was once for all handed down to 

the saints. For certain persons have crept in 
unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked 
out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn 
the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny 

our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ."
(Jude 3-4) 
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I 
felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith 

which was once for all handed down to the saints."
(Jude 3) 

Questions to Consider

What caused Jude to change his purpose for writing?

What do the words ôcontend earnestlyõ mean?

How does Jude refer to the completeness of the gospel?

What is a ôsaintõ?

What does ôcommon salvationõ refer to?

What is ôthe faithõ?

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òButwhen I perceived that the fury of 
certain bad men had risen to such a height 
in your realm, that there was no place in it 
for sound doctrine, I thought it might be of 
service if I were in the same work both to 
give instruction to my countrymen, and 

also lay before your majesty a confession 
from which you may learn what the 

doctrine is that so inflames the rage of 
those madmen who are this day, with fire 
and sword, troubling your kingdom.ó

- John Calvin to King Francis (1536)
Prefatory address 
The Institutes of the Christian Religion

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òmaking every effortéó

The òeffortó (diligence) Jude speaks about is the word spoude, which 
communicates the concept of speed or haste, and may mean that Jude, although 

he tried hard, he could not carry out his intentions for the original message because 
of an intercession from the Spirit to change course. This appears to be 

supported by Jude stating that he felt a ònecessityó to change direction, which 
literally translated means pressure possibly from divine dispensation. 
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

Salvation ðSoteria ðwas a common desire of the 
populous during the first century. There were 
many mystery religions, philosophical schools, and 
government enforced emperor worship practices 
that promised salvation, however most focused on 
deliverance from oppression and misery in this life 
and normal physical needs, although some looked 
to the afterlife.  As an example, the Mithras Cult  
(a Roman military cult) borrowed from Christianity 
and utilized blood as the means of salvation, 
although their blood came from the supposed 
slaying of a mighty bull by Mithras. This is implied 
in an inscription found in the mithraeumof Santa 
Prisca, Rome dated 202 A.D. which says: òUs 
too, you have saved by shedding blood which 
grants eternityó 

òCommon salvationéó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Beloved, while I was making every effort to 

write you about our common salvation, I 
felt the necessity to write to you appealing 
that you contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all handed down to the saints.

- Jude 3

sǾtǛria

Word Study - Salvation

ᵑDeliverance
ᵒPreservation
Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. 
(2000). A Greek -English lexicon of the 
New Testament and other early Christian 
literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
Jude states that his intention ðbefore the Spirit redirected him ðwas to write about the Christianõs 
òcommonó salvation. òCommonó refers to something communal or shared, and references the true 
salvation his audience possessed vs. the apostate religion being promoted by the false teachers 

assailing the church. Godõs true salvation provides two benefits to the believer: (1) deliverance from the 
wrath of God that abides on every non-believer (John 3:18); (2) preservation in that deliverance which 
is guaranteed by Godõs unconditional promise that was made to Abraham and all those who follow in 

that covenant (Gal. 3) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"òAnd there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that 
has been given among men by which we must be saved.óò

(Acts 4:12) 

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek."

(Romans 1:16) 

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,"
(Titus 2:11) 

"how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? ò
(Hebrews 2:3) 

"who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time."

(1 Peter 1:5) 

òCommon salvationéó



9/16/2009

4

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Beloved, while I was making every effort to 
write you about our common salvation, I felt 
the necessity to write to you appealing that 
you contend earnestlyfor the faith 
which was once for all handed down to the 
saints.                                           - Jude 3

epagǾnizomai

Word Study ðContend Earnestly

ᵑExert intense effort
ᵒConnotates a rivalry
Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. 
(2000). A Greek -English lexicon of the 
New Testament and other early Christian 
literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
The term òcontend earnestlyó is a compound verb from where we get the term òagonizeó.  It 

is in the present infinitive form, which means that the struggle will be continuous. Jude is 
telling us that there will be a continuous fight against false teaching and that Christians 
should take it so seriously that we should ôagonizeõ over the fight with which we are engaged. 

The Church should expend every effort to resist apostasy and heresy in the body and, 
moreover, every Christian is called to this fight, not just the a local bodyõs leaders (Judeõs 

letter is addressed to all believers). 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

A number of years ago, a noted Christian apologist was 
lecturing at Ohio State University and was driven by the 

then newly finished Wexner Center for the Arts, which the 
driver of the vehicle referred to as the òfirst postmodern 
building in Americaó. The driver explained how the house 
contained stairways that went to nowhere, pillars that had 
no function, and other such things. The one driving the car 
enthusiastically explained that the architect designed the 

building with no particular purpose in mind because he 
believed life is random and has no ultimate meaning and 
purpose. After a pause, the apologist said: òI have just one 

question ðdid he do that with the foundation?ó 

òContend earnestly for the faith éó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òThe Faithó refers to foundation of the Christian belief / worldview. It is the known 
and received body of truth about Jesus and salvation through Him.

During the times of the Enlightenment and Modernism, philosophers (especially 
Immanuel Kant) created a dichotomy or ôcompartmentsõ of knowledge:

òContend earnestly for the faith éó

Mind Heart

Objective Proof Facts
Verifiable Science

Opinion Faith Feeling
Subjective Religion
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

òContend earnestly for the faith éó

òI have therefore found it 
necessary to deny 

knowledge, in order to make 
room for faith.ó
- Immanuel Kant 

Critique of Pure Reason

òFacts have nothing to do 
with religion.ó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òContend earnestly for the faith éó

òWhen faith is thus exalted 
above everything else, it 

necessarily follows that reason, 
knowledge and patient inquiry 

have to be discredited: the road 
to the truth becomes a 
forbidden road.ó

òFaith means not wanting to 
know what is true.ó

- Frederick Nietzsche

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Beloved, while I was making every effort to 
write you about our common salvation, I felt 
the necessity to write to you appealing that 

you contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all handed down to the saints.                                           
- Jude 3

pistis

Word Study ðFaith

ᵑThat which evokes trust; assurance
ᵒ State of believing based on the 

reliability of the one trusted
ᵓ Conviction of the truth
ᵔ Being worthy of belief and trust
Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek -
English lexicon of the New Testament and other early 
Christian literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
Most people, if asked ôwhat is faith?õ say that faith is believing in something that you cannot 

prove and/or something which you are not really sure of. But that is not how the Bible 
speaks of faith. Faith is derived from the verb ôto be persuadedõ; faith is literally translated 
ôtrustõ and speaks of something that rests upon a solid conviction of the truth and the One 
in whom we have placed our trust ðGod Himself. Our faith is something we can be sure of 

and something that indeed as an objective basis and foundation for the trust given it. 
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

" Now faith is the substance[assurance] of things 
hoped for, the evidenceof things not seen."

(Hebrews 11:1) 

òContend earnestly for the faith éó

ÅObjective
ÅVerifiable
ÅProof
ÅFacts
ÅFaith

In other words, we have an objective basisfor a subjective (invisible) belief

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òProbably the best way to describe this 
concept of modern theology is to say that it is 
faith in faith, rather than faith directed to an 
object which is actually there . . . Modern man 
cannot talk about the object of his faith, only 
about the faith itself. . . . In Christianity the 

value of faith depends upon the object towards 
which the faith is directed. So it looks outward 
to the God who is there, and to the Christ who 

in history died upon the cross once for all, 
finished the work of atonement, and on the 

third day rose again in space and in time. This 
makes Christian faith open to discussion and 

verification.ó
- Francis Schaeffer, The God Who is There

òContend earnestly for the faith éó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

" I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of 
Christ, for a different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who 
are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an 

angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have 
preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so I say again now, if 

any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be 
accursed!"

(Galatians 1:6-9) 

òOnce for all handed downéó

The statement conveys a finality and unchangeable aspect to the 
object being spoken about by Jude. The Greek word used ðhapaxð

means a single occurrence and something that is decisively unique in 
nature.
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

òOnce for all handed downéó

What does this say about any ònewó revelation regarding salvation 
that is supposed to come from God?

Muhammad and Gabriel vision Joseph Smith and Prophets vision

There is no need for any further revelation from God and, moreover, 
any person claiming such revelation is either a deceiver or being 

deceived. 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

The word ôsaintõ is òHagiosó in the Greek, 
which is literally translated òHoly Oneó; 
òto being dedicated or consecrated to the 
service of Godó. Every Christian is a saint. 

"ôBut the saintsof the Highest One will 
receive the kingdom and possess the 
kingdom forever, for all ages to come.õ"

(Daniel 7:18) 

"To the saintsand faithful brethren in 
Christ who are in Colosse : Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ."
(Colossians 1:2) 

òTo the saints éó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òI felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the 

saints.ó

Why?
What caused Jude to change his message?
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

òFor certain persons have crept in unnoticed, 
those who were long beforehand marked out 
for this condemnation, ungodly persons who 
turn the grace of our God into licentiousness 
and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus 

Christ."
(Jude 4) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Every New Testament book except Philemon contains warnings 
about false teaching ð26 out of 27 books. What does that say about 

the importance God places on right doctrine and teaching? 

Scriptureõs Warning of False Teaching

96%

4%

Warnings on False Teaching No Warnings

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òFor certain persons have crept in unnoticed, 
those who were long beforehand marked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace 
of our God into licentiousness and deny our only 

Master and Lord, Jesus Christ."
(Jude 4)

pareisdyǾ

Word Study ðCrept

ᵑ Slip in stealthily
ᵒ Sneak in; hard to detect
ᵓ Slip in sideways
Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). 
A Greek -English lexicon of the New Testament 
and other early Christian literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
The word òcreptó is only found once in the New Testament ðin the book of Jude. Jude 
presents the term in the indicative mood indicating the invasion is real and not just a future 

possibility. In extrabiblicalGreek the term describes the cunning craftiness of a lawyer who, 
through clever argumentation, infiltrated the minds of courtroom officials and corrupted 

their thinking. The key thing needed to detect such infiltration is the one thing many 
conservative theologians say the Church lacks most: discernment. 
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

òcertain persons Have crept in unnoticed éó

"So skilled is error at 
imitating truth, that the 

two are constantly being 
mistaken for each 

another. It takes a sharp 
eye these days to know 
which brother is Cain 
and which is Abel."  

- A.W. Tozer, òHow to Avoid Serious Erroró

Jude ðContending for the Faith

" Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, òThe kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
òBut while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went away. òBut when the wheat sprouted and 
bore grain, then the tares became evident also. òThe slaves of the 
landowner came and said to him, ôSir, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? How then does it have tares?õ òAnd he said to them, ôAn 

enemy has done this!õ "
(Matthew 13:24-30)

òcertain persons Have crept in unnoticed éó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"For such men are false 
apostles, deceitful workers, 

disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ. No 
wonder, for even Satan 
disguises himself as an 
angel of light.ò

(2 Corinthians 11:13-14) 

òcertain persons Have crept in unnoticed éó
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

òordained to this condemnationó

Or literally òhaving been written beforeó (prographo), a 
participle that Jude presents in the perfect form indicating 
the action by God took place in the past and extends up to 
the present day. This pictures God sovereignty in action, 
an absolute rule that includes Him even utilizing evil men to 
accomplish His purpose. This fact should bring comfort to 
all believers as they struggle against the spiritual forces that 
sometimes seem to be winning individual battles; the certain 

victory in the overall war goes to the Lord. 

òLong beforehand marked outéó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Many will follow their sensuality, and because of 
them the way of the truth will be maligned; and in 
their greed they will exploit you with false words; 
their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their 

destruction is not asleep."
(2 Peter 2:2-3) 

òLong beforehand marked outéó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

The Apostates are prepared for condemnation:

òFor certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who 
were long beforehand marked out for this condemnationó 

- Jude 4

Believers are prepared for good works and salvation:

"For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we 

would walk in them."
(Ephesians 2:10) 

òLong beforehand marked outéó



9/16/2009

11

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òungodly persons who turn the grace of our God 
into licentiousness and deny our only Master and 

Lord, Jesus Christó
-Jude 4

The Apostateõs Character , Conduct , and Creed

Jude ðContending for the Faith

" òBeware of the false prophets, who come to you in 
sheepõs clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. òYou will 

know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from 
thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? òSo every 

good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 
òA good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
produce good fruit. òEvery tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. òSo then, you will 

know them by their fruits."
(Matthew 7:15-20) 

òungodly personséó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Many will follow their sensuality, and because of 
them the way of the truth will be maligned; and in 
their greed they will exploit you with false words; 
their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their 

destruction is not asleep."
(2 Peter 2:2-3) 

òungodly personséó
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

"A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough."
(Galatians 5:9) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

The word òturnó in the NASB 
is better translated òalteró or 
òpervertó and signifies that these 

individuals were distorting the real 
message of Godõs grace.

òThe worst forms of wickedness 
consist in perversions of the 

truthó
- R. C. Lensky

òturn the grace of our God into Licentiousness éó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

The distortion of Godõs truth resulted in a 
lifestyle of licentiousness, another word only 

used in the book of Jude, which literally means 
a self-abandonment into what is socially 
unacceptable. The terms can also be 

translated òsensualityó with that term being 
used a number of other places in the New 
Testament, most notably in Paul and Peterõs 

epistles.

"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in 
sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! 

How shall we who died to sin still live in it?"
(Romans 6:1-2) 

òturn the grace of our God into Licentiousness éó
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

Profile of an Apostate

Nicolaitanism, which early second century sources 
(Irenaeus) say started with the Nicolas identified as 
a proselyte from Antioch (Acts 6:5). Nicolaitanism
sported many of the characteristics of Gnosticism in 
that it encouraged the practice of physical 
immorality, a fact called out by Jesus in Revelation 
2:15 in His address to the church at Pergamum. 
Additional evidence of the Nicolaitan-Gnosticism 
link is that a woman, Jezebel, appeared to be the 
leader of the group in Thyatira (Revelation 2:20). 

They followed a dualistic notion and teaching that 
what one does with the body is of no consequence, 
since it is only the spirit that counts; all flesh is bad, 
all spirit is good. Jude identifies the apostates as 
ones who defiled the flesh (sarxin v8) and used 
grace as a license to sin (v4), which is in keeping with 
how the Gnostics and Nicolaitans operated.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

In the movie ôIndecent Proposalõ, the woman (Demi Moore) 
tells her husband, òItõs just my bodyéó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Human beings are a hylomorphicunionof body and spirit/soul.

"Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I 
then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? May it never be! Or do you not know that the one who 
joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, òThe 
two shall become one flesh.ó But the one who joins himself to the 

Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee immorality. Every other sin that a 
man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his 

own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are 

not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body."
(1 Corinthians 6:15-20) 

òturn the grace of our God into Licentiousness éó
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Jude, a bond-servantof Jesus Christé 

Master: despot�•s, (from where the English word òdespotó is derived), 
which signifies a ruler with absolute power over subjects such as a 

King

Lord: kyrion, which denotes authority

é deny our only Master and Lord , Jesus Christ."(Jude 1-4)

How do you deny Jesus in the manner in which Jude speak? 

òDeny our only master and Lord Jesus Christ éó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who 
are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both 

their mind and their conscience are defiled. They 
profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny 

Him, being detestable and disobedient and 
worthless for any good deed."

(Titus 1:15 -16) 

òDeny our only master and Lord Jesus Christéó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Why do you call Me, ôLord, Lord,õ and do not do 
what I say?"
(Luke 6:46) 

òDeny our only master and Lord Jesus Christéó


