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"Beloved, while | was making every effort to write
you about our common salvation, | felt the necess
to write to you appealing that you contend earnest

for the faith which was once for all handed down 1
the saints. For certain persons have crept in
unnoticed, those who were long beforehand mark
out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who tu
the grace of our God Into licentiousness and deny
our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ."
(Jude 3-4)
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Questions to Consider

What caused Jude to change his purpose for writing?

Wh at do the words Oocontend ear.

"Beloved, while | was making every effort to write you about our common salvati
felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the fait
which was once for all handed down to the saints."
(Jude 3)

Wh at does Oo0common salvati ondo r
Wh at | S Ot he

How does Jude refer to the completeness of the gospel?

Wh at |l s a O6sainto?
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0 B wthen | perceived that the fury of
certain bad men had risen to such a heigh
In your realm, that there was no place in 1
for sound doctrine, | thought it might be of
service If | were in the same work both to

give instruction to my countrymen, and
also lay before your majesty a confession

from which you may learn what the
doctrine is that so inflames the rage of
those madmen who are this day, with fire
and sword, troubl:

- John Calvin to King Francis (1536)

Prefatory address
The Institutes of the Christian Religion
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omaking every effort
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The oeffortd (dili gence)spoddedhech s p e

communicates the concept of speed or haste, and may mean that Jude, althot

he tried hard, he could not carry out his intentions for the original message becs
of an intercession from the Spirit to change course. This appears to be
supported by Jude stating that he
literally translated means pressure possibly from divine dispensation.
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oOoCommon salvati onébod

Salvation d Soteria d was a common desire of the
populous during the first century. There were
many mystery religions, philosophical schools, anc
government enforced emperor worship practices
that promised salvation, however most focused o
deliverance from oppression and misery in this life
and normal physical needs, although some lookeo
to the afterlife. As an example, the Mithras Cult
(a Roman military cult) borrowed from Christianity
and utilized blood as the means of salvation,
although their blood came from the supposed
slaying of a mighty bull by Mithras. This is implied
In an inscription found in thenithraeunof Santa
Prisca, Rome dated 202 A.
too, you have saved by shedding blood which
grants eternityo
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Word Study - Salvation

sAUla 1 Deliverance

o Preservation

"Beloved, while | was making every effort to Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W.

, z (2000). A Greek -English lexicon of the
write you about our commo® ) | New Testament and other early Christian
felt the necessity to write to you apjpealing literature.

that you contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all handed down to the saints.
- Jude 3

Jude states that his intentiond before the Spirit redirected himowas t o wr i te abo
ocommono¢é salvation. oCommono refers to some
salvation his audience possessed vs. the apostate religion being promoted by the false teachers

assailing the church. Godos true salvation p

wrath of God that abides on every norbeliever (John 3:18); (2) preservation in that deliverance whic

i s guaranteed by Godo6s unconditional promi se

that covenant (Gal. 3)
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oOoCommon salvati onébod

"OANd t her e S EcRERE NGRS N N0 OoOhe ¢
has been given among men by wh
(Acts 4:12)

"For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek."
(Romans 1:16)

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,"
(Titus 2:11)

‘how will we escape I f we negl
(Hebrews 2:3)

"who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time."
(1 Peter 1:5)
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Word Study 0 Contend Earnestly

epagdhizomal

"Beloved, while | was making every effort to
write you about our common salvation, | felt
the necessity 1o wiite 1o vou appealing that

N EXxert intense effort

o Connotates a rivalry
Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W.
(2000). A Greek -English lexicon of the
New Testament and other early Christian
literature.

ycu for the faith
which was-ence fer-aii iianded down to the
saints. -Jude 3
The term o0contend earnestlyodo i s a compo

IS in the present infinitive form, which means that the struggle will be continuous. Jude
telling us that there will be a continuous fight against false teaching and that Christians

should take it so seriously that we sho
The Church should expend every effort to resist apostasy and heresy in the body and,
moreover, every Christian iIis called to

letter is addressed to all believers).
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oContend earnetefath € or

A number of years ago, a noted Christian apologist was
lecturing at Ohio State University and was driven by the
then newly finishedNVexner Center for the Arts, which the
driver of the vehicle ref
building I n Americad. The
contained stairways that went to nowhere, pillars that ha
no function, and other such things. The one driving the c:
enthusiastically explained that the architect designed the
building with no particular purpose in mind because he
believed life is random and has no ultimate meaning ar
pur pose. After a pause, tlI
guestiond did he do that with the foundation®
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oContend earnetefath € or

0The Faitho refers to foundation of
and received body of truth about Jesus and salvation through Him.

During the times of the Enlightenment and Modernism, philosophers (especially
| mmanuel Kant) created a dichoton

ObjeCtive Proof Facts Opinion Fee”ng
Verifiable SCIENCe Subjective Religion
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oContend earnetefath € or

d have therefore found it =

P

necessary to deny
knowledge in order to make
room for faith. 6 |
- Immanuel Kant

Critique of Pure Reason

OFacts have
with rel i1 (
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oContend earnetefath € or

dWVhen faith is thus exalted

above everything else, it
necessarily follows that reason,
knowledge and patient inquiry
have to be discredited: the road

to the truth becomes a
forbir dden r

oOoFai th means
know what Is true 6

- Frederick Nietzsche
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Word Study 0 Faith

pistis

[}

That which evokes trust; assurance
State of believing based on the
reliability of the one trusted

o

"Beloved, while | was making every effort to 2 Conviction of the truth

write you about our common salvation, | felt ~  Being worthy of belief and trust

the necessity to write to you appealing that Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek -

English lexicon of the New Testament and other early

you contend earnestly for the which Christian literature.

was once for all handed down iu ine saints.

-Jude 3
Most peopl e, | f asked o6what iIs faith?96

prove and/or something which you are not really sure of. But that is not how the Bible

speaks of faith. Faith is derived from

Otrustdo and speaks of something that re
in whom we have placed our tridGod Himself. Our faith is something we can be sure of
and something that indeed as an objective basis and foundation for the trust given it.
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oContend earnetefath € or

" Now faith is the [assurance] of things
hoped for, the of things not seen.”
(Hebrews 11:1)

AObjective
AVerifiable
AProof
AFacts
AFaith

In other words, we have anbjective basisfor a subjective (invisible) belief
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