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Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Beloved, while I was making every effort to write 
you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity 
to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly 
for the faith which was once for all handed down to 

the saints. For certain persons have crept in 
unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked 
out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn 
the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny 

our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ."
(Jude 3-4) 



Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I 
felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith 

which was once for all handed down to the saints."
(Jude 3) 

Questions to Consider

What caused Jude to change his purpose for writing?

What do the words ôcontend earnestlyõ mean?

How does Jude refer to the completeness of the gospel?

What is a ôsaintõ?

What does ôcommon salvationõ refer to?

What is ôthe faithõ?
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òButwhen I perceived that the fury of 
certain bad men had risen to such a height 
in your realm, that there was no place in it 

for sound doctrine, I thought it might be of 
service if I were in the same work both to 
give instruction to my countrymen, and 

also lay before your majesty a confession 
from which you may learn what the 

doctrine is that so inflames the rage of 
those madmen who are this day, with fire 
and sword, troubling your kingdom.ó

- John Calvin to King Francis (1536)
Prefatory address 
The Institutes of the Christian Religion
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òmaking every effortéó

The òeffortó (diligence) Jude speaks about is the word spoude, which 
communicates the concept of speed or haste, and may mean that Jude, although 

he tried hard, he could not carry out his intentions for the original message because 
of an intercession from the Spirit to change course. This appears to be 

supported by Jude stating that he felt a ònecessityó to change direction, which 
literally translated means pressure possibly from divine dispensation. 
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Salvation ðSoteria ðwas a common desire of the 
populous during the first century. There were 
many mystery religions, philosophical schools, and 
government enforced emperor worship practices 
that promised salvation, however most focused on 
deliverance from oppression and misery in this life 
and normal physical needs, although some looked 
to the afterlife.  As an example, the Mithras Cult  
(a Roman military cult) borrowed from Christianity 
and utilized blood as the means of salvation, 
although their blood came from the supposed 
slaying of a mighty bull by Mithras. This is implied 
in an inscription found in the mithraeumof Santa 
Prisca, Rome dated 202 A.D. which says: òUs 
too, you have saved by shedding blood which 
grants eternityó 

òCommon salvationéó
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"Beloved, while I was making every effort to 

write you about our common salvation, I 
felt the necessity to write to you appealing 
that you contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all handed down to the saints.

- Jude 3

sǾtǛria

Word Study - Salvation

ᵑDeliverance
ᵒ Preservation
Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. 
(2000). A Greek -English lexicon of the 
New Testament and other early Christian 
literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
Jude states that his intention ðbefore the Spirit redirected him ðwas to write about the Christianõs 
òcommonó salvation. òCommonó refers to something communal or shared, and references the true 
salvation his audience possessed vs. the apostate religion being promoted by the false teachers 

assailing the church. Godõs true salvation provides two benefits to the believer: (1) deliverance from the 
wrath of God that abides on every non-believer (John 3:18); (2) preservation in that deliverance which 
is guaranteed by Godõs unconditional promise that was made to Abraham and all those who follow in 

that covenant (Gal. 3) 
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"òAnd there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that 
has been given among men by which we must be saved.óò

(Acts 4:12) 

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek."

(Romans 1:16) 

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,"
(Titus 2:11) 

"how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? ò
(Hebrews 2:3) 

"who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time."

(1 Peter 1:5) 

òCommon salvationéó
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"Beloved, while I was making every effort to 
write you about our common salvation, I felt 
the necessity to write to you appealing that 
you contend earnestlyfor the faith 
which was once for all handed down to the 
saints.                                           - Jude 3

epagǾnizomai

Word Study ðContend Earnestly

ᵑ Exert intense effort
ᵒConnotates a rivalry
Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. 
(2000). A Greek -English lexicon of the 
New Testament and other early Christian 
literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
The term òcontend earnestlyó is a compound verb from where we get the term òagonizeó.  It 

is in the present infinitive form, which means that the struggle will be continuous. Jude is 
telling us that there will be a continuous fight against false teaching and that Christians 
should take it so seriously that we should ôagonizeõ over the fight with which we are engaged. 

The Church should expend every effort to resist apostasy and heresy in the body and, 
moreover, every Christian is called to this fight, not just the a local bodyõs leaders (Judeõs 

letter is addressed to all believers). 
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A number of years ago, a noted Christian apologist was 
lecturing at Ohio State University and was driven by the 

then newly finished Wexner Center for the Arts, which the 
driver of the vehicle referred to as the òfirst postmodern 
building in Americaó. The driver explained how the house 
contained stairways that went to nowhere, pillars that had 
no function, and other such things. The one driving the car 
enthusiastically explained that the architect designed the 

building with no particular purpose in mind because he 
believed life is random and has no ultimate meaning and 
purpose. After a pause, the apologist said: òI have just one 

question ðdid he do that with the foundation?ó 

òContend earnestly for the faith éó
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òThe Faithó refers to foundation of the Christian belief / worldview. It is the known 
and received body of truth about Jesus and salvation through Him.

During the times of the Enlightenment and Modernism, philosophers (especially 
Immanuel Kant) created a dichotomy or ôcompartmentsõ of knowledge:

òContend earnestly for the faith éó

Mind Heart

Objective Proof Facts
Verifiable Science

Opinion Faith Feeling
Subjective Religion
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òContend earnestly for the faith éó

òI have therefore found it 
necessary to deny 

knowledge, in order to make 
room for faith.ó
- Immanuel Kant 

Critique of Pure Reason

òFacts have nothing to do 
with religion.ó
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òContend earnestly for the faith éó

òWhen faith is thus exalted 
above everything else, it 

necessarily follows that reason, 
knowledge and patient inquiry 

have to be discredited: the road 
to the truth becomes a 
forbidden road.ó

òFaith means not wanting to 
know what is true.ó

- Frederick Nietzsche
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"Beloved, while I was making every effort to 
write you about our common salvation, I felt 
the necessity to write to you appealing that 

you contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all handed down to the saints.                                           
- Jude 3

pistis

Word Study ðFaith

ᵑ That which evokes trust; assurance
ᵒ State of believing based on the 

reliability of the one trusted
ᵓ Conviction of the truth
ᵔ Being worthy of belief and trust
Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek -
English lexicon of the New Testament and other early 
Christian literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
Most people, if asked ôwhat is faith?õ say that faith is believing in something that you cannot 

prove and/or something which you are not really sure of. But that is not how the Bible 
speaks of faith. Faith is derived from the verb ôto be persuadedõ; faith is literally translated 
ôtrustõ and speaks of something that rests upon a solid conviction of the truth and the One 
in whom we have placed our trust ðGod Himself. Our faith is something we can be sure of 

and something that indeed as an objective basis and foundation for the trust given it. 
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" Now faith is the substance[assurance] of things 
hoped for, the evidenceof things not seen."

(Hebrews 11:1) 

òContend earnestly for the faith éó

ÅObjective
ÅVerifiable
ÅProof
ÅFacts
ÅFaith

In other words, we have an objective basisfor a subjective (invisible) belief


