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Review of 8 -10 
Profiling the Apostates
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"Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the 
flesh, and reject authority, and revile angelic majesties. But 
Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and 
argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce 
against him a railing judgment, but said, òThe Lord rebuke 
you!ó But these men revile the things which they do not 

understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like 
unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.ò

(Jude 8-10) 
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Exposition of 11
Doom of the Apostates

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Woe to them! For they have gone the 
way of Cain, and for pay they have 

rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, 
and perished in the rebellion of Korah.ò

(Jude 11) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for 
pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, 

and perished in the rebellion of Korah.ó
(Jude 11)  

Questions to Consider

What is the ôway of Cainõ?

What ôpayõ are the apostates hoping to receive?

What was the error of Balaam?

What was the rebellion of Korah?
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Chiasm of Jude ðthe Point of the Epistle

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Apostate Jews ðAngels - Gentiles
Jude 5-7

Cain ðBalaam - Korah
Jude 11

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òthe Way of Cainéó

" Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, 
and she said, òI have gotten a manchildwith the help of the Lord.ó Again, she gave birth to 

his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. So 
it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of 

the ground. Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat 
portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering; but for Cain and for his 

offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell. Then the 
Lord said to Cain, òWhy are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? òIf you do 

well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the 
door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.ó Cain told Abel his brother. And it 
came about when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and 
killed him. Then the Lord said to Cain, òWhere is Abel your brother?ó And he said, òI do 
not know. Am I my brotherõs keeper?ó He said, òWhat have you done? The voice of your 
brotherõs blood is crying to Me from the ground. òNow you are cursed from the ground, 
which has opened its mouth to receive your brotherõs blood from your hand. òWhen you 
cultivate the ground, it will no longer yield its strength to you; you will be a vagrant and a 

wanderer on the earth.ó"
(Genesis 4:1-12) 

Cain = òpossessionó
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òthe Way of Cainéó

The first human born after the fall 
becomes a murder ðhe is the first of 
the line that is ôseed of the serpentõ:

"And I will put enmityBetween you 
and the woman, And between your 
seed and her seed; He shall bruise 

you on the head, And you shall 
bruise him on the heel.ó"

(Genesis 3:15)

Not surprisingly, Cain follows the 
heart of his father, Satan, who Jesus 

said was a murderer from the 
beginning  (John 8:44).  The enmity 

between the people of God and 
Satanõs children  is first personified 

in Cain and Abel

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òthe Way of Cainéó

Instead of mastering sin, Cain is 
mastered and is prototypical of 

the apostates Jude writes about, 
who are engrossed in sin. Instead 
of approaching God as He has 

commanded and willed, Cain 
approaches God after his own 

will, and is prototypical of 
someone who rejects redemption 
by blood.  Cain is cursed by God 
and is prototypical of those who 

fail to follow God as He has 
commanded, such as the 

apostates who are also doomed.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òthe Way of Cainéó

"For this is the message which you have heard 
from the beginning, that we should love one 

another; not as Cain, who was of the evil one and 
slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay 

him? Because his deeds were evil, and his 
brotherõs were righteous."

(1 John 3:11-12) 
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"Woe to them! For they have gone the 
way of Cain, and for pay they have 

rushed headlonginto the error of 
Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of 

Korah.ó
- Jude 11

exechythǛsan

Word Study ðRushed Headlong

ᵑPour out
ᵒCause to fully experience
ᵓT o give oneself totally in 
commitment,give oneself up to

Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). 
A Greek -English lexicon of the New Testament 
and other early Christian literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
These apostates, rather than be totally sold out and devoted the God (as a bond-servant would be), 
then instead have fully committed themselves to the a different path ðone exemplified by a greedy and 
deceiving prophet who said he would do or say nothing but what God told him to and yet, in the end, he 
ended up advising Israelõs enemies on how to pollute and infiltrate Godõs people. The apostates desire 
is to serve a different master ðmoney ðand as Jesus said, "òNo one can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and wealth."(Matthew 6:24) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òthe Error of Balaaméó

"Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. . . . And Balak the son of 
Zippor was king of Moab at that time. So he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor , at Pethor, 
which is near the River, in the land of the sons of his people, to call him, saying, òBehold, a people came 
out of Egypt; behold, they cover the surface of the land, and they are living opposite me. òNow, 

therefore, please come, curse this people for me since they are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be able 
to defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he 
whom you curse is cursed.ó So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for 

divination in their hand; and they came to Balaam and repeated Balakõswords to him. . . God said to 
Balaam, òDo not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.ó So Balaam arose 
in the morning and said to Balakõsleaders, òGo back to your land, for the Lord has refused to let me go 
with you.ó The leaders of Moab arose and went to Balak and said, òBalaam refused to come with us.ó 
Then Balak again sent leaders, more numerous and more distinguished than the former. They came to 
Balaam and said to him, òThus says Balak the son of Zippor , ôLet nothing, I beg you, hinder you from 
coming to me; for I will indeed honor you richly, and I will do whatever you say to me. Please come then, 
curse this people for me.õ ó Balaam replied to the servants of Balak, òThough Balak were to give me his 

house full of silver and gold, I could not do anything, either small or great, contrary to the command of 
the Lord my God. òNow please, you also stay here tonight, and I will find out what else the Lord will 

speak to me.ó"
(Numbers 22:2-19) 

Balaam = ògluttonó; òswallowing up the peopleó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òthe Error of Balaaméó

Balaam typifies someone who 
knows the will of God and yet, 
because of their own selfish 

desires, deliberately turns from 
God and follows the world, even 

stooping so low as to actually side 
with Godõs enemies and work 
against the people of God. 

Balaam is a prime illustration of 
false teachersñthose who love 
wealth and prestige more than 
faithfulness and obedience.
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òthe Error of Balaaméó

" òBeware of the false prophets, who come to you in 
sheepõs clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.ò

(Matthew 7:15) 

"In His teaching He was saying: òBeware of the scribes 
who like to walk around in long robes, and like respectful 

greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the 
synagogues and places of honor at banquets, who devour 
widowsõ houses, and for appearanceõs sake offer long 
prayers; these will receive greater condemnation.ó"

(Mark 12:38-40) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òthe Error of Balaaméó

"ôBut I have a few things against you, because you have there some 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to 

idols and to commit acts of immorality."
(Revelation 2:14) 

Balaam had been guilty of counseling King Balak to cause Israel to sin through 
intermarriage with heathen women and through idol-worship (cf. Num. 22-25; 

31:15-16). Eventually Balaam was killed: 

"They killed the kings of Midian along with the rest of their slain: Evi and Rekem
and Zur and Hur and Reba, the five kings of Midian; they also killed Balaam the 

son of Beor with the sword."
(Numbers 31:8) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òPerished in the Rebellion of Korahéó

" Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath , the son of Levi, with Dathan
and Abiram, the sons of Eliab , and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took 
action, and they rose up before Moses, together with some of the sons of Israel, 

two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, chosen in the assembly, men of 
renown. They assembled together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, 
òYou have gone far enough, for all the congregation are holy, every one of them, 
and the Lord is in their midst; so why do you exalt yourselves above the assembly 
of the Lord?ó When Moses heard this, he fell on his face; and he spoke to Korah 
and all his company, saying, òTomorrow morning the Lord will show who is His, and 
who is holy, and will bring him near to Himself; even the one whom He will choose, 
He will bring near to Himselfó. . . . "As he finished speaking all these words, the 

ground that was under them split open; and the earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed them up, and their households, and all the men who belonged to Korah 
with their possessions. So they and all that belonged to them went down alive to 
Sheol ; and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the 

assembly."(Numbers 16:1-5, 31-33) 
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Korah ðwhose name means òlittle bald headó ð
typifies the rebellious leader. He displayed a 
self-reliant spirit that rebelled against Godõs 
chosen leadership, and it may be the reason 

Jude selects him as a model for the 
contemporary apostates of his day that he was 
opposing. Like Korah, the false teachers in the 
early church were departing from Godõs chosen 
leaders in the apostles, and like Korah, they and 

those who followed them would experience 
judgment. It is not merely the apostate that 

experiences such an outcome, but all who ally 
themselves with the same teaching ða fact Jesus 
makes clear in Matthew 23:15: òWoe to you, 

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you 
travel around on sea and land to make 

one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you 
make him twice as much a son of hell as 

yourselves.ó Note that Jude uses the past tense 
òperishedó ðthe apostateõs judgment is assured. 

òPerished in the Rebellion of Korahéó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

ÅCain ðrebelled against Godõs authority in salvation
ÅBalaamðrebelled against Godõs authority in separation
ÅKorah - rebelled against Godõs authority in service

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Exposition of 12 - 13
Doom of the Apostates, Part Two
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"These are the men who are hidden reefs in your 
love feasts when they feast with you without fear, 

caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried 
along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly 
dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up 

their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom 
the black darkness has been reserved forever."

(Jude 12-13) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

1. Hidden Reefs
2. Clouds Without Water
3. Autumn Trees Without Fruit
4. Wild Waves
5. Wandering Stars

"These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with 
you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; 
autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up 
their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black darkness has been 

reserved forever."
(Jude 12-13) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òHidden Reefs in Your Love Feastséó

Hidden reefs speak of having a shipwreck 
in regards to faith. Some other 

translations than the NASB render this 
òspotó or òblemishõ, which would convey a 

defilement. 

The "love feasts" were communal meals in 
which the early church ate together and 
observed the Lord's Supper.  They 
were the closest type of celebration 
believer had. The apostates, from an 

external standpoint, seemed to fit right in. 
"Without the slightest qualm" (aphobos, 
lit., "without fear") means that the false 
teachers do not recognize the terror of 
the Lord against those who mock his 
Son's death shown in Paulõs discussion 
of the Lordõs Supper (1 Cor. 11:29).
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"These are the men who are hidden reefs in 
your love feasts when they feast with you 

without fear, caringfor themselves; clouds 
without water, carried along by winds; autumn 
trees without fruit, doubly dead, uprooted;ó 

- Jude 12 

poimainǾ

Word Study ðCaring

ᵑServe as tender of sheep
ᵒ To shepherd 

Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. 
(2000). A Greek -English lexicon of the 
New Testament and other early Christian 
literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
Rather than follow the true Shepherd Jesus Christ, serve others, and care for the people 
of God (Christõs sheep), the apostates are only interested in feeding and caring for 

themselves. They put themselves first and neglect others, which is a clear sign of them not 
being Spirit led. Leaders in the Church should be characterized by a servantõs heart and 

not be self-serving. A clear sign of a false teacher is they put themselves first and ignore the 
body of Christ.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"òSon of man, prophesy against the 
shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to 
those shepherds, ôThus says the Lord God, 
òWoe, shepherds of Israel who have been 

feeding themselves! Should not the shepherds 
feed the flock?"
(Ezekiel 34:2) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òClouds without Wateréó

Clouds that should promise rain, but fail to 
produce what people hope for are a 

disappointment to those who desperately 
need water. The apostates look like men who 
can give spiritual help, and they boast of their 

abilities, but they are unable to produce. 

Apostate teachers promise to bring the true 
spiritual blessing and refreshment from God, 
but they do not deliver on that promise. The 
term translated without water (anudros) also 
occurs in Matthew 12:43 in reference to the 

wanderings of evil spirits through dry and 
barren places (cf. Luke 11:24ð26). By 

describing false teachers in the same way that 
Luke describes demons, Jude reiterated the 
connection between the apostates and their 

satanic sources.
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"Like clouds and wind without rain is a 
man who boasts of his gifts falsely."

(Proverbs 25:14) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òAutumn Trees without Fruitéó

Autumn is the season when farmers and 
gardeners expect to harvest the final crops of 
the year. If nothing comes, they must endure 
disappointment and hardship through the 

winter. The next spring they can begin again 
the painstaking process of fertilizing, planting, 
watering, and waiting for the crop to mature. 
With this in mind, the phrase autumn trees 

without fruit pictures the disappointing reality 
of a barren harvest.

A fruitless tree that is uprooted is dead 
foreverñthus it is twice dead. The dead 

condition of apostate leaders was indicated 
by two things: (a) they did not bear spiritual 

fruit in others, and (b) they were without 
spiritual roots themselves, and thus faced 

judgment.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"òYou will know them by their fruits."
(Matthew 7:16) 

"òAnd the one on whom seed was sown on the good 
soil, this is the man who hears the word and 

understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings 
forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some 

thirty.ó"
(Matthew 13:23) 

òEvery plant which My heavenly Father did not 
plant shall be uprooted."

(Matthew 15:13) 
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" How blessed is the man who does not walk in 
the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the 

path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 
But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And 
in His law he meditates day and night. He will 

be like a tree firmly planted by streams of 
water, Which yields its fruit in its season And 
its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he 

does, he prospers."
(Psalm 1:1-3) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òWild Waves of the Seaéó

òWildó describes the quality of the 
apostates ðthey are untamed. 

The sea is oftentimes pictured in 
Scripture as chaos and/or people 

who do not have any real 
knowledge of God. 

Waves cast their foam or scum at 
the seashore ðit is their end 

product. Like waves of the sea, 
the end product of the apostates 
is their shame which is available for 

all to see. 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"But the wicked are like the tossing sea, For it 
cannot be quiet, And its waters toss up refuse 
and mud. òThere is no peace,ó says my God, 

òfor the wicked.ó"
(Isaiah 57:20-21) 
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" Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for 
the first heaven and the first earth passed 

away, and there is no longer any sea."
(Revelation 21:1) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òWandering Starséó

The ancients called the planets 
"wandering stars" because of their 

movements. The reference here could be 
to meteors, shooting stars, comets, or 
planets; but planets is the most likely 

meaning. An unpredictable star would 
provide no guidance for navigation so 

false teachers are useless and 
untrustworthy. If any shipmaster would be 
stupid enough to follow one, he would be 
led astray. Similarly the prominence of 
apostate leaders is short-lived, useless, 

and false. They do lead unwary followers 
astray, pretending to be what they are 

not. 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"òLet them alone; they are blind guides of the 
blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, 

both will fall into a pit.ó"
(Matthew 15:14) 
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òBlack Darkness has been Reserved Foreveréó

The apostates Jude speaks 
about have an eternal reservation 
that has been by God for them ðit 

is the outer darkness that is far 
away from the presence of God. 

Furthermore, the placement of the 
apostates into such a place is 

forever ðin the same way that true 
believers have eternal life, those 
who reject the faith have eternal 

separation as their payment.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"òI say to you that many will come from east 
and west, and recline at the table with 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven; but the sons of the kingdom will be 

cast out into the outer darkness; in that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.ó"

(Matthew 8:11-12) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

ÅCain, Balaam, and Korah had one key thing in common: a 
rebellious attitude towards God. Not coincidentally, Satan is a 
rebel too. We all need to guard against rebellion against Godõs plan 
of salvation (Cain), His commands for doctrinal and moral purity 
(Balaam), and His authority (Korah). 
ÅFalse teachers have all the same characteristics: a self-serving spirit, 

devoid of spiritual substance, no true spiritual fruit, no sense of 
shame, and an untrustworthy teaching that leads people astray. All 
Christians need to be watchful for such people in the Church as 
they can be hard to detect at first.
ÅJudgment for those who rebel against God is certain ðtheir place in 
the ôblack darknessõ literally has been reserved already for them. We 
need to do what we can save those who are being led into judgment 
by the apostate blind guides. 

Concluding Thoughts
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Concluding Thoughts

Many unbelievers say the God of the Old Testament is a 
mean and wrathful God whereas the God of the New 

Testament is loving and mercifulé

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Concluding Thoughts

Judeõs arguments from the Old Testament are applied to the New 
indicating that Godõs justice is the same today as they were during the 
Old Testament ðA fact demonstrated by the author of Hebrews in 

this ôad fortioriõ (argument from strength) statement:

" For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away from it. For if the word spoken 
through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and 

disobedience received a just penalty,how will we escape if we 
neglect so great a salvation?"

(Hebrews 2:1-3) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Jude
Contending for the Faith

Doom of the Apostates


