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"Yet in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the 
flesh, and reject authority, and revile angelic majesties. But 
Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and 
argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce 
against him a railing judgment, but said, òThe Lord rebuke 
you!ó But these men revile the things which they do not 

understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like 
unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.ò

(Jude 8-10) 
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"Woe to them! For they have gone the 
way of Cain, and for pay they have 

rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, 
and perished in the rebellion of Korah.ò

(Jude 11) 
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"Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for 
pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, 

and perished in the rebellion of Korah.ó
(Jude 11)  

Questions to Consider

What is the ôway of Cainõ?

What ôpayõ are the apostates hoping to receive?

What was the error of Balaam?

What was the rebellion of Korah?
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Chiasm of Jude ðthe Point of the Epistle
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Apostate Jews ðAngels - Gentiles
Jude 5-7

Cain ðBalaam - Korah
Jude 11



Jude ðContending for the Faith

òthe Way of Cainéó

" Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, 
and she said, òI have gotten a manchildwith the help of the Lord.ó Again, she gave birth to 

his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. So 
it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the Lord of the fruit of 

the ground. Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat 
portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his offering; but for Cain and for his 

offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his countenance fell. Then the 
Lord said to Cain, òWhy are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? òIf you do 

well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the 
door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.ó Cain told Abel his brother. And it 
came about when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and 
killed him. Then the Lord said to Cain, òWhere is Abel your brother?ó And he said, òI do 
not know. Am I my brotherõs keeper?ó He said, òWhat have you done? The voice of your 
brotherõs blood is crying to Me from the ground. òNow you are cursed from the ground, 
which has opened its mouth to receive your brotherõs blood from your hand. òWhen you 
cultivate the ground, it will no longer yield its strength to you; you will be a vagrant and a 

wanderer on the earth.ó"
(Genesis 4:1-12) 

Cain = òpossessionó
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òthe Way of Cainéó

The first human born after the fall 
becomes a murder ðhe is the first of 
the line that is ôseed of the serpentõ:

"And I will put enmityBetween you 
and the woman, And between your 
seed and her seed; He shall bruise 

you on the head, And you shall 
bruise him on the heel.ó"

(Genesis 3:15)

Not surprisingly, Cain follows the 
heart of his father, Satan, who Jesus 

said was a murderer from the 
beginning  (John 8:44).  The enmity 

between the people of God and 
Satanõs children  is first personified 

in Cain and Abel
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òthe Way of Cainéó

Instead of mastering sin, Cain is 
mastered and is prototypical of 

the apostates Jude writes about, 
who are engrossed in sin. Instead 
of approaching God as He has 

commanded and willed, Cain 
approaches God after his own 

will, and is prototypical of 
someone who rejects redemption 
by blood.  Cain is cursed by God 
and is prototypical of those who 

fail to follow God as He has 
commanded, such as the 

apostates who are also doomed.
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òthe Way of Cainéó

"For this is the message which you have heard 
from the beginning, that we should love one 

another; not as Cain, who was of the evil one and 
slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay 

him? Because his deeds were evil, and his 
brotherõs were righteous."

(1 John 3:11-12) 
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"Woe to them! For they have gone the 
way of Cain, and for pay they have 

rushed headlonginto the error of 
Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of 

Korah.ó
- Jude 11

exechythǛsan

Word Study ðRushed Headlong

ᵑ Pour out
ᵒCause to fully experience
ᵓ T o give oneself totally in 
commitment,give oneself up to

Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). 
A Greek -English lexicon of the New Testament 
and other early Christian literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
These apostates, rather than be totally sold out and devoted the God (as a bond-servant would be), 
then instead have fully committed themselves to the a different path ðone exemplified by a greedy and 
deceiving prophet who said he would do or say nothing but what God told him to and yet, in the end, he 
ended up advising Israelõs enemies on how to pollute and infiltrate Godõs people. The apostates desire 
is to serve a different master ðmoney ðand as Jesus said, "òNo one can serve two masters; for either 
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and wealth."(Matthew 6:24) 
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òthe Error of Balaaméó

"Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. . . . And Balak the son of 
Zippor was king of Moab at that time. So he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor , at Pethor, 
which is near the River, in the land of the sons of his people, to call him, saying, òBehold, a people came 
out of Egypt; behold, they cover the surface of the land, and they are living opposite me. òNow, 

therefore, please come, curse this people for me since they are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be able 
to defeat them and drive them out of the land. For I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he 
whom you curse is cursed.ó So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for 

divination in their hand; and they came to Balaam and repeated Balakõswords to him. . . God said to 
Balaam, òDo not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.ó So Balaam arose 
in the morning and said to Balakõsleaders, òGo back to your land, for the Lord has refused to let me go 
with you.ó The leaders of Moab arose and went to Balak and said, òBalaam refused to come with us.ó 
Then Balak again sent leaders, more numerous and more distinguished than the former. They came to 
Balaam and said to him, òThus says Balak the son of Zippor , ôLet nothing, I beg you, hinder you from 
coming to me; for I will indeed honor you richly, and I will do whatever you say to me. Please come then, 
curse this people for me.õ ó Balaam replied to the servants of Balak, òThough Balak were to give me his 

house full of silver and gold, I could not do anything, either small or great, contrary to the command of 
the Lord my God. òNow please, you also stay here tonight, and I will find out what else the Lord will 

speak to me.ó"
(Numbers 22:2-19) 

Balaam = ògluttonó; òswallowing up the peopleó
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òthe Error of Balaaméó

Balaam typifies someone who 
knows the will of God and yet, 
because of their own selfish 

desires, deliberately turns from 
God and follows the world, even 

stooping so low as to actually side 
with Godõs enemies and work 
against the people of God. 

Balaam is a prime illustration of 
false teachersñthose who love 
wealth and prestige more than 
faithfulness and obedience.



Jude ðContending for the Faith

òthe Error of Balaaméó

" òBeware of the false prophets, who come to you in 
sheepõs clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.ò

(Matthew 7:15) 

"In His teaching He was saying: òBeware of the scribes 
who like to walk around in long robes, and like respectful 

greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the 
synagogues and places of honor at banquets, who devour 
widowsõ houses, and for appearanceõs sake offer long 
prayers; these will receive greater condemnation.ó"

(Mark 12:38-40) 
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òthe Error of Balaaméó

"ôBut I have a few things against you, because you have there some 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to 

idols and to commit acts of immorality."
(Revelation 2:14) 

Balaam had been guilty of counseling King Balak to cause Israel to sin through 
intermarriage with heathen women and through idol-worship (cf. Num. 22-25; 

31:15-16). Eventually Balaam was killed: 

"They killed the kings of Midian along with the rest of their slain: Evi and Rekem
and Zur and Hur and Reba, the five kings of Midian; they also killed Balaam the 

son of Beor with the sword."
(Numbers 31:8) 


