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Review of 11 -13 
Doom of the Apostates

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for 
pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, 

and perished in the rebellion of Korah. These are the men 
who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast 

with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without 
water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, 
doubly dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up 
their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the 

black darkness has been reserved forever."
(Jude 11-13) 
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Exposition of 14 -15
Judgment of the Apostates

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"It was also about these men that Enoch, in 
the seventh generation from Adam, 

prophesied, saying, òBehold, the Lord came 
with many thousands of His holy ones, to 

execute judgment upon all, and to convict all 
the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have done in an ungodly way, and of all 
the harsh things which ungodly sinners have 

spoken against Him.ó"
(Jude 14-15) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, 
prophesied, saying, òBehold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 

to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which 

ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.ó"
(Jude 14-15) 

Questions to Consider

Who was Enoch?

Where does Jude get his information about Enochõs prophecy?

When will the judgment spoken of occur?

Who is the target of the judgment?
Why is the judgment taking place?
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òEnoch . . . Prophesiedéó

The quote from Enoch is òBehold he comes 
with ten thousands of his saints, to execute 

judgment upon them, and to destroy the wicked, 
and to strive (at law) with all the carnal for 

everything which the sinful and ungodly have 
done and committed against him.ó The Book of 
Enoch, which was known to the fathers of the 
second century, was lost for some centuries 

with the exception of a few fragments, and was 
found entire in a copy of the Ethiopic Bible, in 

1773. It became known to modern students 
through a translation from this into English by 

Archbishop Lawrence, in 1821. It was 
probably written in Hebrew. It consists of 

revelations purporting to have been given to 
Enoch and Noah.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òEnoch . . . Prophesiedéó

"Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, 
and became the father of Enoch. Then Jared 
lived eight hundred years after he became the 
father of Enoch, and he had other sons and 

daughters. So all the days of Jared were nine 
hundred and sixty-two years, and he died. 

Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the 
father of Methuselah. Then Enoch walked 

with God three hundred years after he became 
the father of Methuselah, and he had other 

sons and daughters. So all the days of Enoch 
were three hundred and sixty-five years. Enoch 

walked with God; and he was not, for God 
took him."

(Genesis 5:18-24) 

Enoch = òInitiated; initiating; teacher; 
dedicated; consecrated; experiencedó

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òEnoch . . . Prophesiedéó

"By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; and he 
was not found because God took him up; for he obtained the witness 

that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God."
(Hebrews 11:5) 

Some theologians see Enoch as a type of the rapture that will happen 
to saints at the time of Christõs coming: 

" But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so 
that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself 

will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 

always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.ò
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
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Should Jude quote non-Biblical sources?
Those who wonder about the propriety of Jude's quotation of this noncanonicalbook 

should note that he does not call it Scripture. Paul also quoted from noncanonicalwriters 
statements he considered true. See Acts 17:28 (òfor we also are his childrenó), where he 

quoted Cleanthes and Aratus (Phaenomena5) on Mars Hill; 1 Corinthians 15:33 (òDo not 
be deceived: òBad company corrupts good moralsóó), where he quoted Menander (Thais 
218); and Titus 1:12 (òCretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttonsó), where he quoted 

Epimenides(De oraculis). Even though this prophecy is not recorded in the Old 
Testament, the Holy Spirit inspired Jude ( cf. 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20ð21) to use it 

because it was familiar, historically valid, and supported his overall thesis. 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, 
òBehold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to 

convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the 
harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.ó"

(Jude 14-15) 

Four Certainties of Christõs Coming

1.The Lord will come
2.He comes with His saints
3.He comes to execute judgment on the ungodly
4.He comes to expose their sin

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òThe Lord Will Come éó

òI saw heaven standing open and there before me 
was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 

True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes 
are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. 
He has a name written on him that no one knows but 
he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and his name is the Word of God. The armies of 

heaven were following him, riding on white horses and 
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his 

mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down 
the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter.ó 
He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has 

this name written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 

LORDS.ó
(Rev. 19:11-16) 
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òwith many thousands of His holy ones éó

"You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for 
the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel ; yes, 

you will flee just as you fled before the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. 
Then the Lord, my God, will come, and all the 

holy ones with Him!"
(Zechariah 14:5) 

"When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with Him in glory."

(Colossians 3:4) 

"so that He may establish your hearts without 
blame in holiness before our God and Father at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.ò

(1 Thessalonians 3:13) 

"And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on 

white horses."
(Revelation 19:14) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òTo Execute Judgment éó

"Then I saw a great white throne and Him who 
sat upon it, from whose presence earth and 

heaven fled away, and no place was found for 
them. And I saw the dead, the great and the 
small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life; and the dead were 

judged from the things which were written in the 
books, according to their deeds. And the sea 

gave up the dead which were in it, and death and 
Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and 
they were judged, every one of them according to 

their deeds. Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death, the lake of fire. And if anyoneõs name was 

not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire."

(Revelation 20:11-15) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òAnd to Convict éó

The verb translated to convict 
(elegchǾ) means òto expose,ó 
òrebuke,ó or òprove guilty,ó which 

includes showing someone his 
error and culpability. When Christ 
returns, the sins of the ungodly will 

be exposed and the verdict 
rendered accordingly. The final 

sentence will be eternal 
punishment in hell.
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Note the Four -Fold Repetition of Words

"It was also about these men that Enoch, in the 
seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, 
òBehold, the Lord came with many thousands of 

His holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to 
convict all the ungodlyof all their ungodlydeeds 

which they have done in an ungodlyway, and of all
the harsh things which ungodlysinners have spoken 

against Him.ó"
(Jude 14-15) 

The judgment is thorough (all) and just (ungodly)

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Two Core Reasons for Their Judgment

Ungodly deeds 
before God

Harsh words 
spoken about God

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Denying God by Deeds

"To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are 
defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind 

and their conscience are defiled. They profess to know 
God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable 

and disobedient and worthless for any good deed."
(Titus 1:15 -16)

"You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, 
do you dishonor God? For òthe name of God is 

blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,ó just as it 
is written."

(Romans 2:23-24) 
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Denying God in Speech

"òBut I tell you that every careless word that people 
speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day 

of judgment."
(Matthew 12:36) 

"òYou brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, 
speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of 

that which fills the heart."
(Matthew 12:34) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"A lot of people come up 
here and thank Jesus for 
this award. I want you to 

know that no one had less 
to do with this award than 

Jesus. Suck it, Jesus. 
This award is my god 

now.ó
- Kathy Griffin

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òThe wheels of Godõs 
judgment may grind 
slow but they grind 
exceedingly fineó

-A. W. Tozer

"For God will bring everyact to judgment, 
everythingwhich is hidden, whether it is good 

or evil."
(Ecclesiastes 12:14)   

òAll é All é All é All éó
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òto execute judgment upon all, and to convict all 

the ungodlyof all their ungodly deeds which 
they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the 
harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken 

against Him.ó
(Jude  15) 

asebǛs

Word Study ðUngodly

ᵑ Irreverent
ᵒ Impious
ᵓViolating norms for a proper 
relation to deity

Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). 
A Greek -English lexicon of the New Testament 
and other early Christian literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
The fourfold use of òungodlyó is used by Jude to emphasize the point that a characteristic of 

unbelievers and false teachers/apostates is a lack of proper respect and fear of God. Instead of 
reverence for God they are irreverent. If they had proper respect and reverence for God, they would 
not do what they do (deeds) and say what they say (spoken).  While the Bible says, òThe fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdomó (Ps. 111:10, the ungodly are characterized by this: òThere is no fear 
of God before their eyes.ó(Romans 3:18) . The lesson for us is (1) We see one way of spotting 

unbelievers is their irreverence; (2) We need to make sure we live with a strong reverence and 
fear/respect of God.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

If there is one attribute of 
God that every Christian 
says they believe, and yet 
implicitly denies in the way 
they live, it is Godõs 

omnipresence. He sees 
everything you do, hears 
everything you say, and 

knows everything you think. 
Do you live in light of this 

reality?  

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Exposition of 16
The Mouth of the Apostates
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"These are grumblers, finding fault, 
following after their own lusts; they speak 
arrogantly, flattering people for the sake 

of gaining an advantage."
(Jude 16) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"These are grumblers, finding fault, following after 
their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering 
people for the sake of gaining an advantage."

(Jude 16) 

We find in verse 16 the types of things that apostates speak against 
God referenced in verse 15

òéharsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against Him.ó

(Jude 15) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òThese are Grumblers éó

Grumblers: goggustǛs (ɔɞɔɔɡůŰɖɠ), òone 
who discontentedly complains,ó here, against 

God. The word is used of the cooing of 
doves. It refers, not to a loud, outspoken 

dissatisfaction, but to an undertone 
muttering. Occurs only here in the New 

Testament and is the same term the 
Septuagint uses to describe Israelõs 

murmurings against God (Ex. 16:7ð9; Num. 
14:27, 29; cf. John 6:41; 1 Cor. 10:10). 

Like the ancient Israelites (Ps. 106:24ð25; 
107:11; Zech. 7:11), they grumbled against 
the truth and murmured against Godõs holy 

law. 
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" For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were 
all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; and all were 

baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same 
spiritual food; and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were 

drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was 
Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; 
for they were laid low in the wilderness. Now these things happened 
as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things as they also 

craved. Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, 
òThe people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play.ó Nor let 
us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell 

in one day. Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were 
destroyed by the serpents. Nor grumble, as some of them did, and 

were destroyed by the destroyer."
(1 Corinthians 10:1-10) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that 
you will prove yourselves to be blameless and 

innocent, children of God above reproach in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast 

the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will 
have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor 

toil in vain."
(Philippians 2:14-16) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òFinding Fault éó

memspimoiros(ɛŮɛůÙɘɛɞɘɟɞɠ), 
from memphomai(ɛŮɛűɞɛŬɘ), òto 
find fault with,ó and moira(ɛɞɘɟŬ), 
òa part or lot.ó The compound 
word means, òblamers of their lot, 
complaining of oneõs lot, 

discontented.ó It describes one 
who is perpetually discontent and 

dissatisfied.
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"Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be 
content in whatever circumstances I am."

(Philippians 4:11) 

"If we have food and covering, with these we shall be 
content."

(1 Timothy 6:8) 

"Make sure that your character is free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself 
has said, òI will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,ó"

(Hebrews 13:5) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òFollowing after their ungodly lusts éó

òLustsó is epithumia( ÙɘɗɡɛɘŬ), òa passionate 
craving,ó good or bad. According to the 

context, it is evil. 

This explains why the apostates deny Godõs 
truth: they do not want God to tell them how 
to live. They want to satisfy their own sinful 
desires, while Christõs commands and His 

Word condemns their selfish way of life. When 
a person says, òI have intellectual problems 
with the Bible,ó he more probably has moral 

problems because the Bible contradicts what 
he is doing. The only sure way to know the 

truth of the Bible is by obeying it

" òWhy do you call Me, ôLord, Lord,õ and do 
not do what I say?"(Luke 6:46) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"These are grumblers, finding fault, following 
after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, 

flattering people for the sake of gaining an 
advantage."
(Jude 16) 

huperogkos

Word Study ðArrogantly

ᵑExcessive size; puffed up
ᵒSwollen; extravagant
ᵓHaughty

Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). 
A Greek -English lexicon of the New Testament 
and other early Christian literature. 

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
Jude is describing the characteristics of the false flattery that the apostates use to gain an 
advantage or captivate their audience ðhe calls their words literally òswollenó.  Such words 

are used for only one purpose: manipulation. True compliments edify, but these false 
teachers utilize flattery to get the upper hand over their listeners by way of endearing 
themselves to their prospects. After all, who doesnõt like to hear good things about 

themselves? It takes spiritual discernment to understand and turn away from swollen words 
that appear to compliment, but are only used for manipulation.
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"The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, òThere is yet one man by whom we may 
inquire of the Lord, but I hate him, because he does not prophesy good concerning 
me, but evil. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.ó But Jehoshaphat said, òLet not the king 

say so.ó"
(1 Kings 22:8) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"òWoe to you when all men speak well of you, for their fathers used to 
treat the false prophets in the same way."

(Luke 6:26) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but wanting to 

have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in 

accordance to their own desires, and will 
turn away their ears from the truth and will 

turn aside to myths."
(2 Timothy 4:3-4) 
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"Faithful are the wounds of a 
friend, But deceitful are the kisses 

of an enemy.ò
(Proverbs 27:6) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Concluding Thoughts

ÅOur true faith is shown by our deeds 
and words ðthe apostates deeds and 
words reveal them to be false apostles
ÅThe destiny of those who oppose 

God is one of eternal separation; it is 
certain and fixed by God 
ÅExpressing discontentment is 

ultimately grumbling and complaining 
about the Giver of all things ðGod. 
ÅEveryone must guard against the 

natural inclination to gravitate toward 
what we want to hear vs. the truth

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Concluding Thoughts

"Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, 
what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and 

godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day 
of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed 
by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 
But according to His promise we are looking for new 

heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 
Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be 

diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and 
blameless,"

(2 Peter 3:11-14)
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Jude
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Judgment of the Apostates


