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Doom of the Apostates
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"Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for 
pay they have rushed headlong into the error of Balaam, 

and perished in the rebellion of Korah. These are the men 
who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast 

with you without fear, caring for themselves; clouds without 
water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, 
doubly dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up 
their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the 

black darkness has been reserved forever."
(Jude 11-13) 
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Judgment of the Apostates
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"It was also about these men that Enoch, in 
the seventh generation from Adam, 

prophesied, saying, òBehold, the Lord came 
with many thousands of His holy ones, to 

execute judgment upon all, and to convict all 
the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have done in an ungodly way, and of all 
the harsh things which ungodly sinners have 

spoken against Him.ó"
(Jude 14-15) 
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"It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, 
prophesied, saying, òBehold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, 

to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which 

ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.ó"
(Jude 14-15) 

Questions to Consider

Who was Enoch?

Where does Jude get his information about Enochõs prophecy?

When will the judgment spoken of occur?

Who is the target of the judgment?
Why is the judgment taking place?
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òEnoch . . . Prophesiedéó

The quote from Enoch is òBehold he comes 
with ten thousands of his saints, to execute 

judgment upon them, and to destroy the wicked, 
and to strive (at law) with all the carnal for 

everything which the sinful and ungodly have 
done and committed against him.ó The Book of 
Enoch, which was known to the fathers of the 
second century, was lost for some centuries 

with the exception of a few fragments, and was 
found entire in a copy of the Ethiopic Bible, in 

1773. It became known to modern students 
through a translation from this into English by 

Archbishop Lawrence, in 1821. It was 
probably written in Hebrew. It consists of 

revelations purporting to have been given to 
Enoch and Noah.
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òEnoch . . . Prophesiedéó

"Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, 
and became the father of Enoch. Then Jared 
lived eight hundred years after he became the 
father of Enoch, and he had other sons and 

daughters. So all the days of Jared were nine 
hundred and sixty-two years, and he died. 

Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the 
father of Methuselah. Then Enoch walked 

with God three hundred years after he became 
the father of Methuselah, and he had other 

sons and daughters. So all the days of Enoch 
were three hundred and sixty-five years. Enoch 

walked with God; and he was not, for God 
took him."

(Genesis 5:18-24) 

Enoch = òInitiated; initiating; teacher; 
dedicated; consecrated; experiencedó
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òEnoch . . . Prophesiedéó

"By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; and he 
was not found because God took him up; for he obtained the witness 

that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God."
(Hebrews 11:5) 

Some theologians see Enoch as a type of the rapture that will happen 
to saints at the time of Christõs coming: 

" But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so 
that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself 

will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 

always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.ò
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
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Should Jude quote non-Biblical sources?
Those who wonder about the propriety of Jude's quotation of this noncanonicalbook 

should note that he does not call it Scripture. Paul also quoted from noncanonicalwriters 
statements he considered true. See Acts 17:28 (òfor we also are his childrenó), where he 

quoted Cleanthes and Aratus (Phaenomena5) on Mars Hill; 1 Corinthians 15:33 (òDo not 
be deceived: òBad company corrupts good moralsóó), where he quoted Menander (Thais 
218); and Titus 1:12 (òCretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttonsó), where he quoted 

Epimenides (De oraculis). Even though this prophecy is not recorded in the Old 
Testament, the Holy Spirit inspired Jude ( cf. 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20ð21) to use it 

because it was familiar, historically valid, and supported his overall thesis. 



Jude ðContending for the Faith

"It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, 
òBehold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to 

convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the 
harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.ó"

(Jude 14-15) 

Four Certainties of Christõs Coming

1.The Lord will come
2.He comes with His saints
3.He comes to execute judgment on the ungodly
4.He comes to expose their sin
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òThe Lord Will Come éó

òI saw heaven standing open and there before me 
was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 

True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes 
are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. 
He has a name written on him that no one knows but 
he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and his name is the Word of God. The armies of 

heaven were following him, riding on white horses and 
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his 

mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down 
the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter.ó 
He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has 

this name written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 

LORDS.ó
(Rev. 19:11-16) 
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òwith many thousands of His holy ones éó

"You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for 
the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel ; yes, 

you will flee just as you fled before the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. 
Then the Lord, my God, will come, and all the 

holy ones with Him!"
(Zechariah 14:5) 

"When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with Him in glory."

(Colossians 3:4) 

"so that He may establish your hearts without 
blame in holiness before our God and Father at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.ò

(1 Thessalonians 3:13) 

"And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on 

white horses."
(Revelation 19:14) 
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òTo Execute Judgment éó

"Then I saw a great white throne and Him who 
sat upon it, from whose presence earth and 

heaven fled away, and no place was found for 
them. And I saw the dead, the great and the 
small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened; and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life; and the dead were 

judged from the things which were written in the 
books, according to their deeds. And the sea 

gave up the dead which were in it, and death and 
Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and 
they were judged, every one of them according to 

their deeds. Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death, the lake of fire. And if anyoneõs name was 

not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire."

(Revelation 20:11-15) 
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òAnd to Convict éó

The verb translated to convict 
(elegchǾ) means òto expose,ó 
òrebuke,ó or òprove guilty,ó which 

includes showing someone his 
error and culpability. When Christ 
returns, the sins of the ungodly will 

be exposed and the verdict 
rendered accordingly. The final 

sentence will be eternal 
punishment in hell.
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Note the Four -Fold Repetition of Words

"It was also about these men that Enoch, in the 
seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, 
òBehold, the Lord came with many thousands of 

His holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to 
convict all the ungodlyof all their ungodlydeeds 

which they have done in an ungodlyway, and of all
the harsh things which ungodlysinners have spoken 

against Him.ó"
(Jude 14-15) 

The judgment is thorough (all) and just (ungodly)
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Two Core Reasons for Their Judgment

Ungodly deeds 
before God

Harsh words 
spoken about God


