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"But you, beloved, ought to remember the 
words that were spoken beforehand by the 

apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they 
were saying to you, òIn the last time there will 
be mockers, following after their own ungodly 
lusts.ó These are the ones who cause 

divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the 
Spirit."

(Jude 17-19) 
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"But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep 

yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 
And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save 
others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some 

have mercy with fear, hating even the garment 
polluted by the flesh."

(Jude 20-23) 
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"But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the 
Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. And have mercy on some, who are doubting; 
save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating 

even the garment polluted by the flesh."
(Jude 20-23) 

Questions to Consider

What does it mean to òpray in the Holy Spiritó?

How does one keep oneself in the love of God?

What òmercyó are Christians waiting for?

Is it a sin/wrong to doubt?
What ôdoubtsõ does Judeõs audience have?

What does òhave mercy with fearó mean?

How do Christians build up their faith?
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"But you, beloved, buildingyourselves up on your most holy faith, 
prayingin the Holy Spirit, keepyourselves in the love of God, 

waitinganxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal 
lifeó

-Jude 20

1.Building
2.Praying
3.Keeping
4.Waiting
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òbuilding yourselves up on your most holy faithéó

What is Jude asking his readers to 
build themselves up upon?  Their faith 

or THE faith?  Or is this a false 
dilemma?  Jude asked his audience in 

vs. 3 to contend for the faith that once 
for all delivered to the saints, and his 
readers are believers who have made 
this faith their own, so perhaps it is 

both. 

In any event, the faith is òholyó, which 
means separate.  It comes from God 

and does not include any other 
teaching or doctrine. 



Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built 
up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were 

instructed, and overflowing with gratitude."
(Colossians 2:6-7)

"And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, 
and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the 

building up of the body of Christ;"
(Ephesians 4:11-12)  

"Therefore encourage one another and build up one 
another, just as you also are doing."

(1 Thessalonians 5:11) 
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òbuilding yourselves up on your most holy faithéó

How does a Christian primarilybuild 
themselves up?

"òAnd now I commend you to God and to the 
word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up and to give you the inheritance among all 

those who are sanctified."
(Acts 20:32) 

" Therefore, putting aside all malice and all 
deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 
like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of 

the word, so that by it you may grow in respect 
to salvation,"

(1 Peter 2:1-2) 
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òHow can you live out your faith without 
truly understanding it?"

- John Hannah 
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òPraying in the Holy Spiritéó

This does not refer to speaking in 
tongues as some might teach ðthe Bible 
specifically asks the rhetorical question 
òAll do not speak with tongues, do 

they?"
(1 Corinthians 12:30) . 

Praying in the Holy Spirit is òpraying 
out of hearts and souls that are indwelt, 

illuminated, and filled with the Holy 
Spiritó (George Lawrence Lawlor, 
Translation and Exposition of the 

Epistle of Jude, p. 127). It is praying in 
the power of the Holy Spirit.
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"With all prayer and petition pray at all 
times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be 

on the alert with all perseverance and 
petition for all the saints"

(Ephesians 6:18) 
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òPraying in the Holy Spiritéó

The Word of God and prayer 
certainly go together (Acts 6:4). 
Evangelist Billy Sunday used to 

give his converts three rules for 
success in the Christian life. Each 

day they were to read the Bible 
and let God talk to them. They 

were to pray; in other words, they 
were to talk to God. And they 

were to witness and talk to others 
about God. 
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The Christianõs Building Process

1. The Word of God
2. The Spirit of God
3. Prayer in the Spirit
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òKeep yourselves in the Love of Godéó

òKeep yourselves in the love of Godó 
does not mean that our salvation 

depends on our efforts; weõve already 
learned in this study that we are kept 

and preserved by God Himself (Jude 
1). 

Instead, a believer is nurtured as he is 
occupied with Godõs love for him, and is 

in fellowship with Him. Note the 
contrast here with believers who keep 
themselves in Godõs love vs. the 

rebellious angels who òdid not keep their 
own domainó (vs. 6).  
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"Just as the Father has loved Me, I have 
also loved you; abide in My love. If you 

keep My commandments, you will abide in 
My love; just as I have kept My Fatherõs 
commandments and abide in His love.ó

(John 15:9-10) 
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Godõs Sovereignty and our Responsibility

"For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created 
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
(Romans 8:38-39) 

òKeep yourselves in the love of Godó
(Jude 21)
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"Hate evil, you who love the Lord, Who 
preserves the souls of His godly ones; 
He delivers them from the hand of the 

wicked."
(Psalm 97:10) 
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òWaiting Anxiously for the mercyéó

Lastly, Jude points his readers to the 
hope that awaits them ðthe parousia

(second coming) of Jesus Christ.

The apostates have no hope ðonly 
one thing awaits them, which Jude has 

reiterated constantly in his letter: 
judgment. By stark contrast, those 

who are true believers have the hope 
of mercy found in the sacrifice made 
by Jesus for them, which they have 

trusted. True believers receive mercy; 
all others receive judgment.  


