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Godõs Promises and Praise

Jude ðContending for the Faith

Review of 20 -23
Instruction to the Church ðPart 2

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep 

yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 
And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save 

others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some 
have mercy with fear, hating even the garment 

polluted by the flesh."
(Jude 20-23) 
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

Exposition of 24 -25
Godõs Promises and Praise

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Now to Him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of 
His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God 

our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all 

time and now and forever. Amen."
(Jude 24-25) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

doxẗolẗoẗgy
[dok-sol-uh-jee]

1. a hymn or form of words containing an ascription 
of praise to God. 

2. the Doxology, the metrical formula beginning 
òPraise God from whom all blessings flow.ó 

Origin: 
1640ð50; < ML doxologia< Gk, equiv. to doxo-

(comb. form of dóxahonor, glory) + -logia (bodies of 
knowledge or collections of writings) 
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

doxẗolẗoẗgy

"For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be 
the glory forever. Amen."

(Romans 11:36) 

"Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen."
(Philippians 4:20) 

"To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen."
(1 Peter 5:11) 

"and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and 
Fatherñto Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. 

Amen."
(Revelation 1:6) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òTo Him who is able to keep you from stumblingéó

To keep is the translation of a military 
word (phulassǾ) meaning òto guard,ó or 
òto watch over.ó Judeõs entire letter 
has been about apostasy, which is a 

falling away or a stumbling in regard to 
the faith. As Jude closes his letter, he 
encourages his audience with the truth 
that their salvation and preservation is 
found not in themselves, but in God 
who alone possesses the power and 
ability to keep them from falling away 

as the apostates have. Their salvation 
is secure ðthey are kept by God who 
will ultimately ensure they stand before 

Him blameless in the end.  

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Now to Him who is able to keep 
you from stumbling, and to make 

you stand in the presence of His 
glory blameless with great joy"

(Jude 24) 

aptaistous

Word Study ðFrom Stumbling

ᵑStanding firm
ᵒExempt from falling

Enhanced Strongõs Lexicon

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
This word is only found in the New Testament in Jude and it literally means òexcept from 
fallingó. Jude reminds his readers that the power which keeps them from ending up as the 

apostates comes from God and not from them. Because God is perfectly faithful, 
supremely powerful, and infinitely loving, He will not allow His children to fall away from 
saving faith or defect from the gospel so as to be lost again in their sins. Not only is He 

willing to preserve believers (Rom. 8:28; Eph. 1:9ð11; John 17:20ð23), He isalso ableto 
preserve them to the end. 
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òTo Him who is able to keep you from stumblingéó

"òTruly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent 
Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of 

death into life."
(John 5:24) 

"òThis is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose 
nothing, but raise it up on the last day. òFor this is the will of My Father, that 
everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I 

Myself will raise him up on the last day.ó"
(John 6:39-40)

"òMy sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give 
eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of 
My hand. òMy Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one 

is able to snatch them out of the Fatherõs hand."
(John 10:27-29) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òTo Him who is able to keep you from stumblingéó

"for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.ó (Romans 11:29) 

"In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvationñhaving also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 

promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption 
of Godõs own possession, to the praise of His glory.ó (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

"For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.ó (Philippians 1:6) 

"For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom 
I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted 

to Him until that day."(2 Timothy 1:12) 

"For by one offering He has perfected for all timethose who are sanctified.ó 
(Hebrews 10:14) 

Notice it is God who preserves us ðit is not based on our efforts

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òMake you Standéó

òIs it conceivable that in spite of all this, 
[Christians] may still fall away and be 

lost? Is it possible for God to 
predestine us to holiness, and yet we do 
not become holy? Can He adopt us as 
children and then disown us? Can He 

give us a guarantee of salvation and then 
renege on His promise? Is the human will 
so strong as to overcome divine power? 
Surely not! What more does God need 
to say to assure us that He will uphold 

us to the end?ó
- David Clotfelter

Notice God doesnõt òhelpó us stand ðHe òmakesó us stand
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òin the presence of His glory éó

Jude says that believers will stand in the 
presence of Godõs glory ðsomething 
referred to in theology as the òBeatific 

Visionó: the direct knowledge and presence 
of God enjoyed by those in Heaven.  This 
term comes from the term òbeatitudeó, which 
means òblessedó or òhappyó. It is the ultimate 

fulfillment of all our aspirations ða direct, 
complete, and final revelation of God in 

which the believer will see the divine essence. 

Whereas mortal man does not seen God 
(òNo one has seen God at any timeó ðJohn 
1:18), those who are saved will one day see 

Him as He actually is. 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Then Moses said, òI pray You, show me Your glory!ó 
And He said, òI Myself will make all My goodness pass 

before you, and will proclaim the name of the Lord before 
you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 
will show compassion on whom I will show compassion.ó 
But He said, òYou cannot see My face, for no man can 
see Me and live!ó Then the Lord said, òBehold, there is a 
place by Me, and you shall stand there on the rock; and it 
will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put 

you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand 
until I have passed by. òThen I will take My hand away 
and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be 

seen.ó"
(Exodus 33:18-23) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òin the presence of His glory éó

"For we know in part and we prophesy in 
part; but when the perfect comes, the partial 

will be done away."
(1 Corinthians 13:9-10) 

"For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 
face to face; now I know in part, but then I 
will know fully just as I also have been fully 

known."
(1 Corinthians 13:12) 

"Beloved, now we are children of God, and 
it has not appeared as yet what we will be. 
We know that when He appears, we will be 

like Him, because we will see Him just as He 
is."

(1 John 3:2) 
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òin the presence of His glory éó

The Beatific Vision brings: 

1. Direct knowledge of God (1 Cor. 
13:12)

2. Perfect knowledge of God (1 Cor. 
13:9)

3. Perfect love of God
4. And end to sin
5. A fulfillment to our freedom
6. A vision only to believers
7. A permanent state of perfection

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"Now to Him who is able to keep 
you from stumbling, and to make you 
stand in the presence of His glory 

blamelesswith great joy"
(Jude 24) 

amǾmous

Word Study ðBlameless

Greek Meaning

Interpretation & Application
AmǾmos(blameless) means òfaultless,ó and it is used by Jude to describe the complete 

sinless state that believers will one day enjoy. The New Testament also uses the term to 
refer to the purity of sacrifices (Heb. 9:14, òwithout blemishó; 1 Peter 1:19). Although 
believers, as those of us to whom God has imputed Christõs righteousness, are now 

positionallyblameless (Rom. 4:6ð8; 1 Cor. 1:30; 2 Cor. 5:21; Titus 3:7), we are still in our 
fleshly, sinful bodies. We are yet awaiting the resurrection, when we will receive our new 

glorified bodies and be completely free from sin with the whole person being without fault

ᵑWithout defect or blemish
ᵒWithout fault
ᵓMorally blameless

Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). 
A Greek -English lexicon of the New Testament 
and other early Christian literature. 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òBlameless with Great Joyéó

"But to the one who does not work, 
but believes in Him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is credited as 
righteousness, just as David also 

speaks of the blessing on the man to 
whom God credits righteousness 
apart from works: òBlessed are those 

whose lawless deeds have been 
forgiven, And whose sins have been 
covered. òBlessed is the man whose 

sin the Lord will not take into 
account.ó"

(Romans 4:5-8) 
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òto the only God our Savioréó

Jude affirms what all believers know: 
there is only one God. As Paul says, 
"For even if there are so-called gods 

whether in heaven or on earth, as 
indeed there are many gods and many 
lords, yet for us there is but one God, 
the Father, from whom are all things 
and we exist for Him; and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, 

and we exist through Him."(1 
Corinthians 8:5-6). This one God is 
also the Savior of mankind, which was 

accomplished through the Son.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"òDeclare and set forth your case; Indeed, 
let them consult together. Who has 

announced this from of old? Who has long 
since declared it? Is it not I, the Lord? And 

there is no other God besides Me, A 
righteous God and a Savior; There is none 

except Me."
(Isaiah 45:21) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

"but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation 
with which I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our 

Savior , To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from 
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.ó (Titus 1:3-4) 

"not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that they will adorn the 
doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.ó (Titus 2:10) 

"looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Christ Jesus ó (Titus 2:13) 

"But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind 
appeared,"(Titus 3:4) 

"whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior ,"
(Titus 3:6) 
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"Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, To those who have received a 

faith of the same kind as ours, by the 
righteousness of our God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ :"
(2 Peter 1:1) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òBe gloryéó

Glory can refer to a condition of being 
bright or shining; a state of 

magnificence; and honor or fame and 
recognition. The word literally means a 
òheavinessó. Today, we use the term 
òheavyweightó to refer to someone who 

possesses a major position in a 
company or other organization.

Glory is the sum total of all that God 
is and all that God does. Everything 
about Him is glorious! The glory of 

man fades as the mown grass, but the 
glory of God goes on eternally. 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òMajestyéó

Majesty refers to a state of greatness 
or preeminence. When we praise God, 
we praise the most magnificent Person 
in the universe. He is not simply King; 
He is King of kings! He is not simply 

Lord; He is Lord of lords.

"And He is the radiance of His glory 
and the exact representation of His 
nature, and upholds all things by the 
word of His power. When He had 

made purification of sins, He sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high"
(Hebrews 1:3) 
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Jude ðContending for the Faith

òDominionéó

Dominion refers to the extent of 
His might and active rule over all, 

and His ability to exhibit 
strength over all challengers.  In 
short, it says God is sovereign 

over all His creation. 

"He rules by His might forever; 
His eyes keep watch on the 

nations; Let not the rebellious 
exalt themselves.ó

(Psalm 66:7) 

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òAuthorityéó

Like the word ôDominionõ, 
authority refers to Godõs control 
over all, but extends to His right 
as the ultimate decision maker .

Authority is the right to impose 
obligation.  Today, mankind 

questions all authority and says 
no one can tell them what to do, 
but Scripture makes clear that 
God has the authority and the 
power to command His creation 

ultimately answer to Him.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

òBefore all Time, Now, and Foreveréó

The traditionalist looks to the 
past, the existentialist looks to 
the present, and the utopianist
looks to the future. No matter 
where a person looks and the 

view that they hold, Jude says all 
these things ðglory, majesty, 

dominion, and authority ðhave 
been Godõs, are Godõs, and will 

always be Godõs. 
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Concluding Thoughts

With his doxology, Jude was reminding 
his readers of the greatness of Jesus 
Christ, which would serve to protect 
them from being led astray by false 

teachers. 

The great news that Jude ends with is 
this: Christians  donõt have to stumble.  
We have a responsibility to  adhere to 
Godõs Word,  build our Christian life 

in faith, hope, and love, exercise 
spiritual discernment, and commit 

ourselves to Christ. But yet, He is 
the one who ultimately keeps us from 

stumbling.

Jude ðContending for the Faith

When I heard it said that the Lord would keep His people right to 
the end, ñthat Christ had said, òMy sheep hear My voice, and I 

know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of My 
hand,ó I must confess that the doctrine of the final preservation of 
the saints was a bait that my soul could not resist. I thought it was a 
sort of life insuranceñan insurance of my character, an insurance of 
my soul, an insurance of my eternal destiny. I knew that I could not 
keep myself, but if Christ promised to keep me, then I should be 
safe for ever; and I longed and prayed to find Christ, because I 
knew that, if I found Him, He would not give me a temporary and 

trumpery salvation, such as some preach, but eternal life which could 
never be lost, the living and incorruptible seed which livethand 

abidethfor ever, for no one and nothing òshall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.ó 

- Charles  Spurgeon

Jude ðContending for the Faith
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