
The Parousia

An In -Depth Study on the Second Coming of Christ



The Parousia

A Look at Eternity



What happens after Christ returns?



òThen I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss 
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of 
old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he 
threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would 

not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; 
after these things he must be released for a short time. Then I saw thrones, 
and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls 
of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and 

because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or 
his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their 

hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 
The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were 

completed. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who 
has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no 

power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him 
for a thousand years. ó 
(Revelation 20:1ð6)



Satan is bound for a 1,000 year period. 
Note that this refutes any teaching that 

says Satan is bound now (cf. 1 Peter. 5:8)

The first matter for the Kingõs attention as He sets up His kingdom 
is the confinement of the chief rebel. The removal of òthe god of this 
worldó (2 Cor. 4:4), òthe prince of the power of the air the spirit 
that is now working in the sons of disobedienceó (Eph. 2:2), will 

dramatically change the world. By this time, God will have destroyed 
all human rebels. Those who survived the Tribulation judgments will 

have been executed at Armageddon (19:11ð21) or the goat judgment 
(Matt. 25:41ð46). The ringleaders of the worldwide rebellion, the 
beast (Antichrist) and the false prophet, will have been thrown into 

the lake of fire (19:20). The final step in preparation for the kingdom 
will be the removal of Satan and his demon hosts, so that Christ 

reigns without the opposition of supernatural enemies.



òThen I saw thrones, and they sat on them, 
and judgment was given to them.ó  Who are 

òtheyó?

Daniel 7:27 promises that the Old Testament saints will reign in the millennial kingdom: 
òThen the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole 
heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an 
everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.ó Jesus promised the 
apostles that òyou who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit 
on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israeló (Matt. 19:28). New Testament believers are also promised that they will reign with 
Christ. In 1 Corinthians 6:2 Paul wrote, òDo you not know that the saints will judge the 
world?ó while2 Timothy 2:12 declares, òIf we endure, we will also reign with Him.ó 

InRevelation 2:26 Jesus promises, òHe who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until 
the end, to him I will give authority over the nations,ó and inRevelation 3:21 He adds, òHe 
who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and 
sat down with My Father on His throne.óRevelation 5:10 makes it clear that the saints will 
reign on the earth, not in a spiritual sense or in the heavenly sphere: òYou have made them to 

be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.ó



òAnd I saw the souls of those who had 
been beheaded because of their testimony 
of Jesus and because of the word of God, 
and those who had not worshiped the beast 
or his image, and had not received the mark 
on their forehead and on their hand; and 
they came to life and reigned with Christ 

for a thousand years.ó

What John saw was not all the souls in heaven but a particular generation of 
martyred dead who had been contemporaneous with the world ruler, the beast out of 

the sea (13:1). If the church were raptured prior to this event, as premillenarians 
teach, it would make sense to single out these martyred dead for resurrection. But if 

the church were not raptured, it would be most unusual to ignore all the martyrs of 
preceding generations, the church as a whole, and to specify this relatively small 

group.



òThe rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were completed. This is the first 

resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in 
the first resurrection; over these the second death has no 

power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will 
reign with Him for a thousand years. ó


