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The Parousia

An In -Depth Study on the Second Coming of Christ

The Parousia

Godõs Sovereign Prophetic Plan for the Nations

Part 1

òThis sentence is by the decree of the 
angelic watchers And the decision is a 
command of the holy ones, In order that 
the living may know That the Most High 
is ruler over the realm of mankind, And 

bestows it on whom He wishes And sets 
over it the lowliest of men.ó 

(Daniel 4:17)
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Sovereign
One who is in a position of authority to command others

1. Israel: the people and nation chosen by God to deliver 
the Messiah (the human Word) and the Bible (the 
written Word)

2.Gentile Nations: non-Jews both beloved (the Church) 
and hated, and used by God for His purposes

The Nations in Prophecy

òGive none offence, neither to the Jews, 
nor to the Gentiles[ethnos= ônationõ], nor 

to the church of Godó
1 Cor. 10:32, KJV
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Overview of the Gentiles Past & Future

The Nationõs Rebellion Toward God

òWhy are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain 
thing? The kings of the earth take their stand And the rulers take 
counsel together Against the Lord and against His Anointed, 

saying, òLet us tear their fetters apart And cast away their cords from 
us!ó ó 

(Psalm 2:1ð3)

Overview of Godõs Plan for the Nations

World-wide turmoil, unrest, wars/threats of wars

False peace by one-world government and its leader

World War unlike no other

Return of Jesus Christ

Reign of Christ over the Nations
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òand they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive 
into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by 

the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. ó 
(Luke 21:24)

ÅEzekiel 10-11 records the glory of God departing from Israel
ÅThe Gentile domination of Jerusalem and Israel likely began with 

Nebuchadnezzar in 587 B.C.
ÅLast king of Judah was Zedekiah in 586 B.C.
ÅòTimes of the Gentilesó will continue into the Tribulation: òòLeave out the 

court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been 
given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-
two months. ó (Rev. 11:2)

Nebuchadnezzarõs Dream

òòYou, O king, were looking and behold, there 
was a single great statue; that statue, which was 

large and of extraordinary splendor, was 
standing in front of you, and its appearance was 
awesome. òThe head of that statue was made of 
fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly 
and its thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet 
partly of iron and partly of clay. òYou continued 
looking until a stone was cut out without hands, 
and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and 
clay and crushed them. òThen the iron, the clay, 
the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed 
all at the same time and became like chaff from 

the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried 
them away so that not a trace of them was found. 
But the stone that struck the statue became a 
great mountain and filled the whole earth. ó 

(Daniel 2:31ð35)
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The longer man attempted to rule the earth apart from God, the more degenerated that rule 
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1. The longer man attempted to rule the earth apart from God, the more 
degenerated that rule  would become

2. As the metals increased in strength, so would their reliance on military power

Two Key Observations:

The Stone without Hands

òJesus said to them, òDid you never read in the Scriptures, ôThe stone which the 
builders rejected, This became the chief corner stone; This came about from the 
Lord, And it is marvelous in our eyesõ? òTherefore I say to you, the kingdom of 
God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. 
òAnd he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it 

will scatter him like dust.ó (Matthew 21:42ð45)

òTherefore thus says the Lord God, òBehold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested 
stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it 

will not be disturbed. ó (Isaiah 28:16)

Nebuchadnezzarõs Dream

òThen the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the 
same time and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind 
carried them away so that not a trace of them was found. ó (Daniel 2:35)

The Babylonianõs chief god was Marduk, sometimes called Lord of the Wind. 
Wind, they thought, was a divine action. The dream indicated to Nebuchadnezzar 

that divine activity would rid the world of Gentile world power and domination.
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Nebuchadnezzarõs Dream

òBut the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole 
earth. ó (Daniel 2:35)

The Babylonianõs chief god was Marduk, called also òThe Great Mountainó. 
They thought their gods came from a sacred òmountain of the landsó and their 

temples were imitations of mountains. To them, mountains were associated with the 
divine. God purposely used their beliefs to show them His future kingdom.

Danielõs Dream during Medo -Persian Rule

òIn the third year of the reign of Belshazzar the king a vision appeared to me, 
Daniel, subsequent to the one which appeared to me previously. I looked in the 

vision, and while I was looking I was in the citadel of Susa, which is in the province of 
Elam; and I looked in the vision and I myself was beside the Ulai Canal. Then I 

lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a ram which had two horns was standing in 
front of the canal. Now the two horns were long, but one was longer than the other, 
with the longer one coming up last. I saw the ram butting westward, northward, and 
southward, and no other beasts could stand before him nor was there anyone to 

rescue from his power, but he did as he pleased and magnified himself. While I was 
observing, behold, a male goat was coming from the west over the surface of the 
whole earth without touching the ground; and the goat had a conspicuous horn 

between his eyes. He came up to the ram that had the two horns, which I had seen 
standing in front of the canal, and rushed at him in his mighty wrath. I saw him come 
beside the ram, and he was enraged at him; and he struck the ram and shattered his 
two horns, and the ram had no strength to withstand him. So he hurled him to the 
ground and trampled on him, and there was none to rescue the ram from his power. 
Then the male goat magnified himself exceedingly. But as soon as he was mighty, 
the large horn was broken; and in its place there came up four conspicuous horns 

toward the four winds of heaven. ó (Daniel 8:1ð8)

Danielõs Dream during Medo -Persian Rule

Medo -Persia ðthe Ram with two horns, two kingdoms. Greece ðthe 
male goat - Alexander the Great: one Horn/one kingdom. Greece 

conquered Persia in 331 B.C.

Alexander died at the age of 32 and his empire was divided up among 
the four generals who were not as strong as Alexander and obtained 

their rule not by their own power. 
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Danielõs Final Vision of Medo-Persian Rule

òIn the first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be an encouragement and a 
protection for him. òAnd now I will tell you the truth. Behold, three more kings are 
going to arise in Persia. Then a fourth will gain far more riches than all of them; as 

soon as he becomes strong through his riches, he will arouse the whole empire 
against the realm of Greece. òAnd a mighty king will arise, and he will rule with great 
authority and do as he pleases. òBut as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom will be 
broken up and parceled out toward the four points of the compass, though not to 

his own descendants, nor according to his authority which he wielded, for his 
sovereignty will be uprooted and given to others besides them. ó (Daniel 11:1ð4)

The angel informed Daniel that the present leadership in the Persian Empire would 
be succeeded by four rulers. The first was Cambyses, Cyrusõ son, who came to the 
throne in 530 b.c. He was followed by Pseudo-Smerdis, who reigned a short period 
in 522 b.c.. He was succeeded by Darius I Hystaspes who ruled from 521 to 486 

b.c. He in turn was succeeded by Xerxes, known in the Book of Esther as 
Ahasuerus, who ruled from 485 to 465 B.C. Then came Alexander the Great and 

the splitting of his Empire among his four generals.

òAnd when the Book of Daniel was showed him 
[Alexander the Great] wherein Daniel declared that one of 
the Greeks should destroy the empire of the Persians, he 

supposed that himself was the person intended. And as he 
was then glad, he dismissed the multitude for the present; 
but the next day he called them to him, and bid them ask 

what favors they pleased of him; whereupon the high priest 
desired that they might enjoy the laws of their forefathers, 
and might pay no tribute on the seventh year. He granted 

all they desired. And when they entreated him that he would 
permit the Jews in Babylon and Media to enjoy their own 
laws also, he willingly promised to do hereafter what they 

desired. " 
-Josephus, Antiquities, Chapter 11

The Future Roman Empire

òIn that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potterõs clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided 
kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with 
common clay. òAs the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of pottery, so some of 
the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be brittle. òAnd in that you saw the iron mixed with 
common clay, they will combine with one another in the seed of men; but they will not adhere to 
one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery. òIn the days of those kingsthe God 
of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left 
for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure 
forever. òInasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands and 

that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great God has made 
known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream is true and its interpretation 

is trustworthy.ó (Daniel 2:41ð45)

Note: There has never been another world empire since Rome; never consisted of 10

Ten Toes


