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The Parousia

An In -Depth Study on the Second Coming of Christ

The Parousia

Godõs Sovereign Prophetic Plan for the Nations

Part 2

òThis sentence is by the decree of the 
angelic watchers And the decision is a 
command of the holy ones, In order that 
the living may know That the Most High 
is ruler over the realm of mankind, And 

bestows it on whom He wishes And sets 
over it the lowliest of men.ó 

(Daniel 4:17)
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Sovereign
One who is in a position of authority to command others

1. Israel: the people and nation chosen by God to deliver 
the Messiah (the human Word) and the Bible (the 
written Word)

2.Gentile Nations: non-Jews both beloved (the Church) 
and hated, and used by God for His purposes

The Nations in Prophecy

Russia, Iran, Africa, and Turkey in Prophecy
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òI donõt understand it, and I canõt explain 
it, but the  Bible says it, and therefore I 

believe it.ó 
C. I. Scofield

Responding to critics in 1909 who said his study Bible was wrong in 
interpreting Ezekiel 38-39 to be a future Russian invasion of a re-

established Israel

The Invasion of Gog and Magog

òAnd the word of the Lord came to me saying, òSon of man, set your face 
toward Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal, and 
prophesy against him and say, ôThus says the Lord God, òBehold, I am against 
you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshechand Tubal. òI will turn you about and put 

hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you out, and all your army, horses and 
horsemen, all of them splendidly attired, a great company with buckler and shield, 
all of them wielding swords; Persia, Ethiopia and Put with them, all of them with 
shield and helmet; Gomer with all its troops; Beth-togarmahfrom the remote 

parts of the north with all its troopsñmany peoples with you. òBe prepared, and 
prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are assembled about you, and 
be a guard for them. òAfter many days you will be summoned; in the latter years 
you will come into the land that is restored from the sword, whose inhabitants 

have been gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel which had been 
a continual waste; but its people were brought out from the nations, and they are 
living securely, all of them. òYou will go up, you will come like a storm; you will be 
like a cloud covering the land, you and all your troops, and many peoples with 

you.ó ó (Ezekiel 38:1ð9)

Exegesis of Ezekiel 38:1-9

ÅòThe sons of Japheth were Gomer and Magog and Madai and Javan and 
Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. ó (Genesis 10:2)
ÅMagog is identified by Josephus as the land of the Scythians, the region north 

and north-east of the Black Sea and east of the Caspian Sea ðnow occupied 
by three members of the commonwealth of independent states: Russian, the 
Ukraine, and Kazakhstan. Rosh is the area of modern Iran. 
ÅThe Great Wall of China was originally called The Wall of Magog by the 

Arabs (to protect the Chinese from invading Russians) 
ÅMeshech and Tubal ðthe area of modern Turkey. 
ÅMeschechwas the founder of the Moschi a barbarous people - modern Turkey 
ÅRosh was the designation for the tribes then north of Taurus Mountains ðit may 

be the first historical trace of the Russ or Russian nation. 
ÅòGogó ðlikely the symbolic leader of the Northern force
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Exegesis of Ezekiel 38:1-9

ÅòPersia, Ethiopia and Put with them, all of them with shield and helmet; Gomer
with all its troops; Beth-togarmahfrom the remote parts of the north with all its 
troopsñmany peoples with you. ó (Ezekiel 38:5ð6).  Persia = Iran. Ethiopia = 
Africa. Put = third son of Ham = Libya, as well as Algeria, Tunisia, and 
Morocco. All Northern Africa. Gomer = eldest son of Japheth = East 
Germany and the Slovak countries (Slovakia borders the Czech Republic and 
Austria to the west, Poland to the north). Beth-togarmah= Armenia and 
Southern Russia. 
ÅòI will turn you about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you outéó ð

God brings the Northern force against Israel. Turns them around for the battle.
Åòin the latter years you will comeó ðsynonymous with the end time

Exegesis of Ezekiel 38:1-9

Åòin the latter years you will come into the land that is restored from 
the sword, whose inhabitants have been gathered from many nations 
to the mountains of Israel which had been a continual waste; but its 
people were brought out from the nations, and they are living 
securely, all of theméó
ÅThe attack happens after Israel has been restored from its global 

dispersion among the nations
ÅIsrael is òliving  securelyó ðso they must be experiencing peace from 

their enemies
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The Invasion of Gog and Magog

òôThus says the Lord God, òIt will come about on that day, that thoughts will 
come into your mind and you will devise an evil plan, and you will say, ôI will go up 
against the land of unwalledvillages. I will go against those who are at rest, that 

live securely, all of them living without walls and having no bars or gates, to 
capture spoil and to seize plunder, to turn your hand against the waste places 
which are now inhabited, and against the people who are gathered from the 

nations, who have acquired cattle and goods, who live at the center of the world.õ 
òSheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish with all its villages will say to 
you, ôHave you come to capture spoil? Have you assembled your company to 
seize plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to 
capture great spoil?õ ó õ òTherefore prophesy, son of man, and say to Gog, 
ôThus says the Lord God, òOn that day when My people Israel are living 
securely, will you not know it? òYou will come from your place out of the remote 

parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a 
great assembly and a mighty army; and you will come up against My people Israel 
like a cloud to cover the land. It shall come about in the last days that I will bring 

you against My land, so that the nations may know Me when I am sanctified 
through you before their eyes, O Gog.ó ó (Ezekiel 38:10ð16)

Exegesis of Ezekiel 38:10-16

ÅòI will go up against the land of unwalledvillages. I will go against those who are at 
rest, that live securely, all of them living without walls and having no bars or gateséó 
ðIsraelõs land does not have a wall separating her from her enemies. Today, 
Israelõs west bank barrier is in place
Åòto capture spoil and to seize plunderó ðthe Northern force comes to steal riches 

from Israel
Åòagainst the people who are gathered from the nations, who have acquired cattle 
and goods, who live at the center of the worldéó ðAnother reference to Israelõs 
regathering. Israel must have riches that attracts the Northern force 
ÅòOn that day when My people Israel are living securely, will you not know it?ó ð

Another reference to Israel living in peace, which is not the case today

òFrom all which I should infer, the coming restoration 
of Israel will at first be gradual and pacific; a 

restoration permitted, if not assisted and 
encouraged or protected. They will return to 

occupy the whole land, both cities and villages; they 
will be settled there, become prosperous and 

increasing in wealth, before this great confederacy 
of northern people will be formed against them.ó 

ðWalter Chamberlain
The National Resources and Conversion of Israel 

(London, 1854)
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òYou will come from your place out of the remote parts of the north, 
you and many peoples with you . . . and you will come up against My 
people Israel like a cloud to cover the land.ó (Ezekiel 38:15ð16)

òThis king of the North I conceive to be 
the autocrat of Russia . . . that Russia 

occupies a place, and a very momentous 
place, in the prophetic word has been 
admitted by almost all expositors.ó 
ðDr. John Cumming, 1864. 

òBlow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the day of the Lord is 

coming; Surely it is near . . . But I will remove the northern army far 
from you, And I will drive it into a parched and desolate land, And its 

vanguard into the eastern sea, And its rear guard into the western 
sea. And its stench will arise and its foul smell will come up, For it has 

done great things.ó ó (Joel 2:20)
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Exegesis of Ezekiel 38:10-16

ÅòIt shall come about in the last days that I will bring you against My land, 
so that the nations may know Me when I am sanctified through you before 
their eyes, O Gogó ðAnother reference to the end time.
ÅAgain God says that He is the one bringing the attack ðnotes His 

sovereignty over everything
ÅNote the purpose: òso that the nations may know Me when I am sanctified 
through you before their eyes, O Gogó. After this battle is won by God, 
the nations will know God and recognize Him. Helps us know the 
approximate timing of the attack ðthe world will acknowledge God after it 
is over

The Invasion of Gog and Magog

òôThus says the Lord God, òAre you the one of whom I spoke in former days 
through My servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days for 
many years that I would bring you against them? òIt will come about on that day, 
when Gog comes against the land of Israel,ó declares the Lord God, òthat My 
fury will mount up in My anger. òIn My zeal and in My blazing wrath I declare that 
on that day there will surely be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. òThe fish 
of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all the creeping things 
that creep on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of the earth will shake 
at My presence; the mountains also will be thrown down, the steep pathways will 
collapse and every wall will fall to the ground. òI will call for a sword against him on 
all My mountains,ó declares the Lord God. òEvery manõs sword will be against his 
brother. òWith pestilence and with blood I will enter into judgment with him; and I 
will rain on him and on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, a 
torrential rain, with hailstones, fire and brimstone. òI will magnify Myself, sanctify 
Myself, and make Myself known in the sight of many nations; and they will know 

that I am the Lord.ó õ ó 
(Ezekiel 38:17ð23)

òThe fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the 
beasts of the field, all the creeping things that creep 
on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of 
the earth will shake at My presence; the mountains 
also will be thrown down, the steep pathways will 
collapse and every wall will fall to the ground.ó

 ˮ̛˓˒ðHebrew term means òfaceó ðthe enemies will see the 
face of God
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Exegesis of Ezekiel 38:17-23

òIn My zeal and in My blazing wrath I declare that on that day there will surely be a great 
earthquake in the land of Israel. òThe fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of 

the field, all the creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the men who are on the face of 
the earth will shake at My presence; the mountains also will be thrown down, the steep 

pathways will collapse and every wall will fall to the groundéó 

òThen the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air, and a loud voice came out of the 
temple from the throne, saying, òIt is done.ó And there were flashes of lightning and sounds 

and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been since man 
came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty. The great city was 

split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell.ó (Revelation 16:17ð19)

More help as to when Gog and Magog will come against Israelé

òôThus says the Lord God, òAre you the one of whom I spoke in former 
days through My servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those 

days for many years that I would bring you against them?ó

òProclaim this among the nations: Prepare a war; rouse the mighty men! Let all the 
soldiers draw near, let them come up! Beat your plowshares into swords And your 
pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say, òI am a mighty man.ó Hasten and come, 

all you surrounding nations, And gather yourselves there. Bring down, O Lord, 
Your mighty ones. Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of 

Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations. Put in the 
sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats 
overflow, for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 

decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. The sun and 
moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness. The Lord roars from Zion 

And utters His voice from Jerusalem, And the heavens and the earth tremble. But 
the Lord is a refuge for His people And a stronghold to the sons of Israel. Then 

you will know that I am the Lord your God, Dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain. So 
Jerusalem will be holy, And strangers will pass through it no more. ó 

(Joel 3:9ð17)

Also helps in determining general timing of the war/attacké

Exegesis of Ezekiel 38:17-23

ÅòEvery manõs sword will be against his brother. . .ó ðGod will turn 
the Northern armies on themselves
ÅòWith pestilence and with blood I will enter into judgment with him; 

and I will rain on him and on his troops, and on the many peoples who 
are with him, a torrential rain, with hailstones, fire and brimstone.ó ð
God supernaturally destroys the Northern armies
ÅòI will magnify Myself, sanctify Myself, and make Myself known in 
the sight of many nations; and they will know that I am the Lord.ó ð
Again, the nations will recognize God. Helps pinpoint the attack; 
such will not be the case before the Great Tribulation


