
The Parousia

An In -Depth Study on the Second Coming of Christ



The Parousia

How to Study Bible Prophecy



òBlessed is he who reads and 
those who hear the words of 
the prophecy, and heed the 
things which are written in it; 
for the time is near. ó 

(Revelation 1:3)



Eschatology
The Study of the End Times



A Brief Overview of the Different Positions



1. Preterist: means òthe pastó. A Preterist interpretation of 
prophecy holds that most of the New Testament 
prophecies of the book have already been fulfilled.

2. Historicist: believes prophecy (especially Revelation) is 
a foretelling of all history from the time of the first coming 
of Christ unto the end of the age. The Tribulation 
is/has been occurring for hundreds of years 

3. Idealist: doesnõt look for specific fulfillment of the 
prophecies of the book; rather, the Revelation is 
perceived to contain spiritual lessons that may find 
recurrent expression in history. 

4. Futurist: prophecy describes events that are largely 
future to all but those living just before the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ. 

Four Major Eschatological Positions



The Consequences of a Wrong View
David Koresh (whose real name was 
Vernon Wayne Howell; he changed it 
to David for Israelõs king and ôKoreshõ, 

which is a transliteration of the 
Hebrew name of Cyrus , but he later 
told FBI agents it meant ôdeathõ to 

him) held to a Historicist view of 
Revelation ða likely holdover from the 
groupõs Seventh Day Adventist 
roots. He believed that he and his 

followers were in the Tribulation and 
that the first six seal judgments had 
been poured out on the world. He 

believed he was the Lamb of 
Revelation 7:17 and he was ready to 
open the seventh seal judgment of 

Revelation.  



The Church Age

Unknown Period of Time

Jesus

The amillennial view teaches that there is currently a spiritual 
reign of Christ over the church and it will continue until He 

returns for His saints.  The thousand year period spoken of in 
Revelation is symbolic and not literal. There is no tribulation, no 
earthly millennium, and no eternity on a new earth; Christ simply 

returns and eternity in Heaven begins. It is the view held by 
Catholics and many Protestant denominations. 

Amillennialism (no millennium) 



The term preterist is Latin for ôpastõ. Thus, 
preterists believe that Bible prophecy was 
fulfilled in the past.Therefore, they view the 
major prophetic passages of Scripture, such 
as the Olivet Discourse and the Book of 
Revelation, as already fulfilled.There are 2 
flavors of preterism: 

1. Extreme (òrealized eschatologyó) ð
believe all prophecy was fulfilled in the 
past; no return of Christ to the earth

2. Moderate - believe in a future Second 
Coming, but still insist on interpreting the 
Olivet Discourse and the Book of 
Revelation as basically already fulfilled in 
the past.

Preterism


