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The Parousia

An In -Depth Study on the Second Coming of Christ

The Parousia

Mystery Babylon

òOn her forehead a name was written, 
a mystery, òBABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND OF 

THE ABOMINATIONS OF 
THE EARTH.ó ó 

(Revelation 17:5)
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Exegetical Study of Revelation 17 -18

òThen one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke 
with me, saying, òCome here, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot 
who sits on many waters, with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of 
immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine 

of her immorality.ó ó 
(Revelation 17:1ð2)

ÅThe use of the angel shows that this 
judgment is connected with the bowl 
judgments that came prior in Rev. 16
ÅòGreat harlotó = ôporneõ = prostitute 
ÅòMany watersó represents many nations 

and peoples; it is far reaching and global
ÅòKings of the earthó means that politics has 

become interwoven with this false religious 
system 
ÅòThose who dwell on the earthó have 

become intoxicated with this religious 
system and have engaged in sinful acts at 
its prompting

òHow the faithful city has become a harlot ó 
(Isaiah 1:21)

òFor long ago I broke your yoke And tore off your bonds; But you 
said, ôI will not serve!õ For on every high hill And under every green 

tree You have lain down as a harlot. ó 
(Jeremiah 2:20)

òThen I passed by you and saw you, and behold, you were at the time 
for love; so I spread My skirt over you and covered your nakedness. I 
also swore to you and entered into a covenant with you so that you 
became Mine,ó declares the Lord God. . . .You also took your 

beautiful jewels made of My gold and of My silver, which I had given 
you, and made for yourself male images that you might play the harlot 

with them. ó (Ezekiel 16:8, 17)

Spiritual Harlotry and Adultery 
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òThe word of the Lord which came to Hosea the son of Beeri , during 
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and 
during the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. When 
the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, òGo, 

take to yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the 
land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the Lord.óó 

(Hosea 1:1ð2)

Spiritual Harlotry and Adultery 

òAnd he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and 

ten horns. ó (Revelation 17:3)

ÅA wilderness, ôeremonõ, an isolated deserted 
place that is barren; no distractions
ÅThe woman is the harlot, a symbol of a great 

singular false religious system and worldview
ÅThe scarlet beast is the Antichrist and the 

one world government, which was discussed 
in Rev. 13: òAnd the dragon stood on the 
sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast 
coming up out of the sea, having ten horns 
and seven heads, and on his horns were ten 
diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous 
names. And the beast which I saw was like a 
leopard, and his feet were like those of a 
bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. 
And the dragon gave him his power and his 
throne and great authority. ó (Revelation 
13:1ð2)

òThe woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of 

abominations and of the unclean things of her immoralityó (Revelation 17:4)

ÅThe harlot is clothed luxuriously, which 
indicates the external attractiveness of 
religious system and its wealth that it has 
accumulated
ÅThere is a singular cup ðone not many, which 

means that the teaching of the system is one 
and has a singular origin
ÅThough externally beautiful (i.e. the teaching 

sounds good), the reality is God sees it as an 
abomination and unclean with respect to what 
it actually is
ÅòAbominationó is oftentimes used in Scripture 

as a reference to idolatry such as the 
abomination of desolation spoken about by 
Jesus in Matt. 24:15
ÅNote the contrast ðBeauty and gross 

wickedness
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òFlee from the midst of Babylon, And each of you 
save his life! Do not be destroyed in her punishment, 
For this is the Lordõs time of vengeance; He is going 

to render recompense to her. Babylon has been a 
golden cup in the hand of the Lord, Intoxicating all 

the earth. The nations have drunk of her wine; 
Therefore the nations are going mad. ó 

(Jeremiah 51:6ð7)

òOn her forehead a name was written, 
a mystery, òBABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND OF 

THE ABOMINATIONS OF 
THE EARTH.ó ó 

(Revelation 17:5)

òAnd their [Godõs two witnesses] dead bodies will lie in the street of 
the great city which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also 

their Lord was crucified. ó 
(Revelation 11:8)

òAnd another angel, a second one, followed, saying, òFallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine 

of the passion of her immorality.óó
(Revelation 14:8)

òThe great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations 
fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the 

cup of the wine of His fierce wrath. ó 
(Revelation 16:19)

Prior References to Babylon in Revelation
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òNow the whole earth used the same language and the same words. It came 
about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and 
settled there. They said to one another, òCome, let us make bricks and burn 
them thoroughly.ó And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. 
They said, òCome, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will 
reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be 

scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.ó The Lord came down to see 
the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. The Lord said, òBehold, 
they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they 
began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for 
them. òCome, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will 
not understand one anotherõs speech.ó So the Lord scattered them abroad 

from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city. 
Therefore its name was called Babel , because there the Lord confused the 
language of the whole earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad 

over the face of the whole earth. ó 
(Genesis 11:1ð9)

The Origin of Babylon

Babel = ògate of Godó, but now is synonymous with confusion

ÅòThe land of Shinaró  - a place. The area between the Tigris and 
Euphrates, ancient Babylonia, which is now modern Iraq
ÅòThey said, òCome, let us build for ourselves a cityóó ða prideful 

statement about the desire for man-centered glory
ÅòAnd a tower whose top will reach into heavenó ða false plan of 

salvation: man will get to God on his own
ÅòLet us make for ourselves a nameó ðan attempt to deify humankind 
ÅòOtherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole 
earth.ó  - a rebellion. God had told them to fill the earth (Gen. 9:1)

òThe Lord scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth. ó  
- his command is fulfilled

The Origin of Babylon

òStand fast now in your spells And in your many sorceries With which you have 
labored from your youth; Perhaps you will be able to profit, Perhaps you may 
cause trembling. òYou are wearied with your many counsels; Let now the 

astrologers, Those who prophesy by the stars, Those who predict by the new 
moons, Stand up and save you from what will come upon you. ó 

(Isaiah 47:12ð13)

The Origin of Babylon
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òBabylon cannot be confined to any one historical manifestation, past or 
future. Babylon has multiple equivalents (cf. 11:8). The details of John's 

description do not neatly fit any past city, whether literal Babylon, Sodom, 
Egypt, Rome, or even Jerusalem. Babylon is found wherever there is 

satanic deception. It is defined more by dominant idolatries than geographic 
or temporal boundaries. The ancient Babylon is better understood here as 
the archetypal head of all entrenched worldly resistance to God. Babylon is 
a transhistoricalreality including idolatrous kingdoms as diverse as Sodom, 

Gomorrah, Egypt, Babylon, Tyre, Nineveh, and Rome. Babylon is an 
eschatological symbol of satanic deception and power; it is a divine mystery 
that can never be wholly reducible to empirical earthly institutions. It may be 
said that Babylon represents the total culture of the world apart from God, 

while the divine system is depicted by the New Jerusalem. ò
-Alan Johnson, Expositorõs Bible Commentary

òNow Cush became the father of Nimrod; he 
became a mighty one on the earth. He was a 
mighty hunter before the Lord; therefore it is 
said, òLike Nimrod a mighty hunter before the 
Lord.ó The beginning of his kingdom was 

Babel and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in 
the land of Shinar. ó (Genesis 10:8ð10)

The name Nimrod means òto rebeló; he was 
Noahõs great-grandson. After Babel, 

Nimrod then expanded to Assyria, building 
Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah (modern 

Nimrud), and Resen(Gen. 10:11ð12). The 
prophet Micah refers to Assyria as òthe land 
of Nimrodó (Micah. 5:6). Nimrod, through his 

idolatry and military might, is a type of the 
Antichrist who is to come. 

Babylonõs First Leader ðNimrod 

External sources state that Nimrod had a wife 
known as Semiramis who founded the secret 
religious rites of the Babylonian mysteries. 

Semiramis had a son with an alleged miraculous 
conception (via a sunbeam) who was given the name 
Tammuz and in effect was a false fulfillment of the 

promise of the seed of the woman given to Eve 
(Gen. 3:15). She also was known as the Queen of 

Heaven.

Various religious practices were observed in 
connection with this false Babylonian religion, 
including recognition of the mother and child as 

God and of creating an order of virgins who 
became religious prostitutes. Tammuz, according 

to the tradition, was killed by a wild animal and then 
restored to life, a satanic anticipation and 
counterfeit of Christõs resurrection. 

Legendary Wife of Nimrod - Semiramis 
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òThe children gather wood, and the fathers kindle 
the fire, and the women knead dough to make cakes 

for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink 
offerings to other gods in order to spite Me. ó 

(Jeremiah 7:18)

òThen He brought me to the entrance of the gate 
of the Lordõs house which was toward the north; 
and behold, women were sitting there weeping for 

Tammuz. ó 
(Ezekiel 8:14)

Semiramis was worshiped by offering a wafer to 
her . There were always 40 days of lent, weeping 

for Tammuz before the feast, which celebrated his 
supposed return. The worship of Semiramis also 
involved priests, sacramental rites, dedication of 

virgins and more.

The Mother (origin) of all False Religions - Babylon

The Transference of Semiramis 

Isis of EgyptIshtar of Assyria

Ashtaroth of Phoenicia Venus of Rome

One group of people 

with a single false 

religion consisting of 

the same satanic 

characteristics is 

scattered across the 

earth

Hinduism Islam

Taoism

Roman gods

Greek godsEgyptian gods

Various cultsBuddhism

Voodoo



7/10/2010

8

òPeople ask me all the time 
ôDo you think there are a 
lot of Satanic religions 
around today?õ and I say 
ôYes, every religion that is 

not Christianity is 
Satanic.ó 

- John MacArthur

òAnd I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood 
of the witnesses of Jesus. When I saw her, I wondered greatly. ó 

(Revelation 17:6)

ÅFalse religions have always persecuted Godõs people 
and still do so to this day
ÅòWhen the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath 

the altar the souls of those who had been slain because 
of the word of God, and because of the testimony 
which they had maintainedó (Revelation 6:9)
ÅòAfter these things I looked, and behold, a great 

multitude which no one could count, from every nation 
and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
and palm branches were in their hands . . .Then one of 
the elders answered, saying to me, òThese who are 
clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have 
they come from?ó I said to him, òMy lord, you know.ó 
And he said to me, òThese are the ones who come out 
of the great tribulation, and they have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. ó 
(Revelation 7:9, 13ð14)

òAnd the angel said to me, òWhy do you wonder? I will tell you the mystery 
of the woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads 
and the ten horns. . . .The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are 

peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues. And the ten horns which 
you saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot and will make her desolate 

and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire. ó 
(Revelation 17:15ð16)

ÅBabylonõs false religion has infected the 
entire world and its peoples; no place is 
immune
ÅAlthough the political system was using 

the false religion for its own purposes, it 
will eventually turn and destroy it. Satanõs 
kingdom becomes divided
ÅThe Antichrist will do away with all 

religion and instead demand the world 
worship him (cf. 2 Thess. 2: 4)
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Contrast of the Bride and the Harlot 

Jesus Christ Antichrist

A Pure Bride A Harlot

Loves His Bride Hates his Harlot

Died for and Saves 
His Bride

Kills  and Destroys 
his Harlot

The Ending of False Religion
òFor God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a 

common purpose, and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words of 
God will be fulfilled. ó (Revelation 17:17)

òThe woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the 
kings of the earth.ó  (Revelation 17:18)

In the same way that Wall Street, Madison Avenue, and Las Vegas 
are real places, they also represent a system of thought, a worldview 
and way of living.  Babylon is the same ðit was once a place, but now 
represents the origin and fountainhead of all false religious thought 

and ideas.


