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The Parousia

The Rapture



òBehold, I tell you a mystery; we will not 
all sleep, but we will all be changedó 

(1 Corinthians 15:51)



What is the Rapture?



Rapture
from Latin: rapioòseize, carry awayó; Greek: harpazoòcaught upó
The eschatological event in which Christians still living on the earth will be òcaught up 
together with them [deceased Christians who have been resurrected] in the clouds to 

meet the Lord [Christ] in the airó (1 Thess. 4:17).



òFor if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in 

Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will 

not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord 
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and 

remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the 
Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words. ó 

(1 Thessalonians 4:14ð18)



òWhen they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatchedPhilip away; and the eunuch no longer saw him, but went 

on his way rejoicing. ó (Acts 8:39)

òI know a man in Christ who fourteen years agoñwhether in the 
body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God 

knowsñsuch a man was caught up to the third heaven. ó 
(2 Corinthians 12:2)

òAnd she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the 
nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and 

to His throne. ó (Revelation 12:5)

Same Word Used Elsewhere: harpazo



Rapture
The Debate is not IF there will be a Rapture, but WHEN



A Brief Overview of the Different Rapture Positions



1. Pre-Trib : Believers are caught up to be with Jesus before the 
Tribulation begins.

2. Partial-Rapture: Only faithful believers are taken to be with 
Christ at the outset of the tribulation, while the unfaithful are 
left to endure it (based on Matt. 25 10 virgin parable)

3. Mid -Trib : Believers are caught up to be with Jesus in the 
middle of the Tribulation (3.5 years into it) when the 
Antichrist commits the abomination of desolation (entering 
into the temple and declaring himself to be God), which 
initiates the Great Tribulation events

4. Pre-Wrath: Believers are taken somewhere between the 6th

and 7th seals of Revelation
5. Post-Trib : Believers are caught up to be with Jesus after the 

Tribulation ends and Jesus appears in the clouds during His 
return

Five Major Positions


