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The Parousia

Why Believe in the Second Coming?



òI will come again.ó
- Jesus, John 14:3



Why Believe in the Second Coming?



òPaul, himself showed . . . That he was among those awaited 
the imminent return of Christ. Yet, as the history that era 

clearly shows, all was for naught. No messiah appeared. . . . 
The NT repeatedly says the messiah was to return in a 
very short time. Yet, mankind has waited for nearly 2,000 

years and nothing has occurred. By no stretch of the 
imagination can that be considered òcoming quickly.ó . . . It is, 
indeed, unfortunate that millions of people still cling to the 
forlorn hope that somehow a messiah will arise to extract 
them from their predicament. How many years (2,000, 

10,000, 100,000) will it take for them to finally say, ôWe can 
only conclude that we are the victims of a cruel hoax?ó 

- Dennis McKinsey, òImmanenceó in Biblical Errancy, May 1990



òKnow this first of all, that in the last days 
mockers will come with their mocking, 

following after their own lusts, and saying, 
òWhere is the promise of His coming? 

For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 
continues just as it was from the beginning 

of creation.ó ó 
(2 Peter 3:3ð4)



Two main reasons:
1. The prophetic claims and track record of 

Scripture
2. The resurrection of Jesus from the dead 



òRemember the former things long past, For I am 
God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is 

no one like Me, Declaring the end from the 
beginning, And from ancient times things which have 
not been done, Saying, ôMy purpose will be 

established, And I will accomplish all My good 
pleasureõ; Calling a bird of prey from the east, The 
man of My purpose from a far country. Truly I have 
spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, 

surely I will do it. ó 
(Isaiah 46:9ð11)



A Look at a Few General Prophetic Examples



òNo prophecy was ever made 
by an act of human will, but men 

moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God." 

-2 Peter 1:21



The Restoration of Israel

òThen it will happen on that day that the Lord will again recover the 
second time with His hand the remnant of His people, who will remain, 

from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and 
from the islands of the sea. And He will lift up a standard for the 

nations and assemble the banished ones of Israel, and will gather the 
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.ó

-Isaiah 11:11-12

òòBefore she travailed, she brought forth; Before her pain came, she 
gave birth to a boy. òWho has heard such a thing? Who has seen such 
things? Can a land be born in one day? Can a nation be brought forth 

all at once? As soon as Zion travailed, she also brought forth her 
sons. ó 

(Isaiah 66:7ð8)



The Dispersion/Restoration of Israel

ÅIsrael was taken over first by the Assyrians who came and deported 10 of 
the 12 Jewish tribes into captivity.  A second deportation followed in 587 
B.C. consisting of survivors in Jerusalem (2 Kings 25:11). Finally, 
Jeremiah 52:30 records a third Assyrian deportation that occurred in 
582 B.C.
ÅAround 587 B.C., the Babylonians captured Jerusalem and took the 

Jewish tribes of Judah and Benjamin away. For many years they were 
subject to the Persians, Greeks and Romans.  The Jews have always 
faced opposition wherever they went (e.g. Russia, Germany, etc.)



The Dispersion/Restoration of Israel

ÅWorld War I prepared the land for the Jews as control of the land passed 
from the Turks to Britain. The Holocaust then motivated the Jews to 
return. In May 1948, the nation of Israel was re-established just as God 
had predicted in Isaiah 11. What Biblical scholars had pointed to for 
many years (and laughed at because of it) happened.
ÅOn May 14, 1948 Israel declared her independence and the nation was 

recognized and established in one day as Isaiah said. The very next day, 
the nation was attacked and the war of her independence was fought just 
as predicted also (with the birth pains coming after the birth). 



Danielõs Rise and Fall of Kingdoms

òI was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the 
great sea. òAnd four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another. 
òThe first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were 
plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a 

human mind also was given to it. òAnd behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. 
And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and thus 
they said to it, ôArise, devour much meat!õ òAfter this I kept looking, and behold, another one, 
like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and 
dominion was given to it. òAfter this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth 
beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured 

and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feetó (Daniel 7:1ð8)


