The Third Day

An Examination of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ



The Third Day

Are the Resurrection Events in Conflict?



OThi s TFeESEEERGONd - al
are wWlitnesses

-Peter

Acts 2:32



The Chamge Against Resurrection Events



ONow It so happens t
resurrection Is told by five different writers,
whose accounts differ from each other to ar

astonishing degree 0

-Dr. John Wenham

The Easter Enigma



O T he s contradict e another, and only a
Oharmoni zi ngd0 proces:

concerned about truth, could patch up a fairly
connected account of the events, in which it is on

too manifest that the later and less credible
withesses appear more important than the earliel
and more reliable ones. Such a dishonest way o
dealing with the subject really has nothing to do w
Oof air th 1 n t hiteonl\Wgervesito support
the disastrous prejudice that Christian faith is only
possible in connection with historical dishonestyo
-Emil Brunner
Swiss theologian



Some Issues of Easter Day

Matthew Mark Luke John

Women at the tomb 2 3 5 1

Visit to the tomb Dawn Sun had Dawn Still dark
risen

Messengers at tomb Angels 61 Men Men Angels 6 2

Messengers location Outside then Inside Inside Inside
in

Womenencounter with  Held Christ Nothing Nothing Told not to
Jesus touch Christ

Women told Disciples No one Disciples and Only Mary M
others told disciples

Appearance to the 11 1 0 Galilee 1-Jerusalem 1-Jerusalem 2 -Jerusalem




/

ST

Two truths to keep in mind when reading Biblical narratives:

(1) A partial report is not a false report.
(2) Divergent accounts are not false accounts.



0OSeveral years ago the mot her
learned of the death through a trust mutual friend who reported theé
the woman had been standing on the corner of the street at a bu:
Intersection waiting for a bus and had been hit by another bus pass
by and was fatally hurt, dying a few minutes thereafter. Later, we
learned from the grandson that she had been involved in a collisic
was thrown from the car in which she was riding and was killed inst

Now which would you believe?

Much later we learned that the woman had been waiting for a bus,
hit by another bus and was fatally hurt. She had been picked up by
passing car, dashed to the hospital, but in this haste, the car in wh
she was being transported to the hospital collided with another, sr
was thrown from the car
- Dr. Kenneth Kantzer



We must remember there are four
gospels, with four different authors,
all inspired by the Holy Spirit to T
convey a certain message. The fact
that they do not fit together
perfectly testifies to their ol
independent authentic testimony. If 7§ 4¥:
they were cookiecutter replicas of -
each other, we would claim collusior W/H
Finally, the fact that the general FOUR

order and core events are all (,()SP[LS’

contained within the gospels . S
| DAvIo ACAN Biatk:
represents what we would hope for

INn a credible account.




Timeline of the Resurrection Events



Resurrection Appearances

Mary Magdalene Jerusalem Sunday Mark 6:9-11; John 20:11-18
Other Women Jerusalem Sunday Matt 28:9-10

Peter Jerusalem Sunday Luke 24:32; 1 Cor. 15:5
Emmaus disciples Emmaus Sunday Luke 24:13-35; Mark 16:12

10 disciples Jerusalem Sunday Mark 16:14: Luke 24:26-42;
John 20:19-25

11 disciples Jerusalem A week later John 20:26-31; 1 Cor. 15:5
7 disciples Galilee ? John 21:1-25

500 brethren Galilee ? 1 Cor. 15:6

James ? ? 1 Cor. 15:7
?

Matt 28:16 -20; Mark 16:15-
18

11 disciples Jerusalem 40 days later Acts 1:3-12

11 disciples Galilee




The Stant to Easter

"And behold, a severe earthquak@ad occurred, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. A
his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. "The gua

shook for fear of him and b)) ame

The angel comes, rolls away the stone, terrifies the guards who initially faint bt
then recover/reawaken and leave to tell the chief priests what they saw. Matt.
28:2-4 would contain brackets to signify a historical account in our writing.



The Arrival of the Women

oWhen the Sabbath was over, Mar
of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and ano
Him. Very early on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb whe
the sun had risen. They were sa\
the stone for us from t he e

(Mark 16:103)



The Arrival of the Women

Matthew Mark Luke John

" Now after the "Very early on " But on the first " Now on the first
Sabbath, as it the first day of  day of the week, day of the week
began to dawn the week, they atearly dawn  Mary Magdalene
toward the first came to the tomb they came to the came early to the

day of the week, when the sun had tomb bringing the tomb,while it was

Mary Magdalene risen. O spices which they still dark,and saw

and the other (Mark 16:2) had prepared 0 the stone already
Mary came to (Luke 24:1) taken away from

look at the grave the tomh ¢
(Matthew 28:1) (John 20:1)

Mark is not referring to full morning, but very early morning as the other

Note also that it could have been undeniably dark when the women firs

set out and then become light as they arrived at the tomb, especially i
their starting point was Bethany, which some theologians believe.



The Arrival of the Women

Matthew Mark

Luke John
" Now after the "Very early on " But on the first

Sabbath, as it the first day of  day of the week,
began to dawn the weekthey
toward the first

" Now on the first

day of the week

at early dawn, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb theycame to the

came early to the
day of the week, when the sun had tomb bringing the
Mary Magdalene

tomb, while it was
r i s e n . spices which they still dark, and saw
and the other (Mark 16:2) had pr ejfthestone already
Mary came to (Luke 24:1) taken away from
| ook at the tor
(Matthew 28:1) (John 20:1)
John is not saying only Mary Magdalene came, but is rather putting the spotligh
on her and highlighting her experience. The fact that she was not alone is spell
out in his next statement where he says, "So she ran and came to Simon Pete
and to the other disciple whom Jesu
away the Lord out of the tomb, anavedo not know where they have laid

Him. 6" (John 20: 2) .




The Angelic Encounter

"The angel said to the women, oDo not b
who has been cruci fied. oOoHe is not here
pl ace where He was | ying. 0Go quickly an

and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, | have
you. 0" ( B8bi7/)t hew

"Entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe; and t

were amazed. And he said to them, o0Do
Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the pla
where they |l aid Him. oBut go, tell Hi s

Gali lee; there you wil/ S el®5-Hi m, | L

"but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were
perplexed about this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing; an
the women were terrified and bowed their

you seek the |living One among the dead?
He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, saying that the Son of Man must be delivere
i nto the hands of sinful men, and be c

remembered His words,"(Luk&4:3-8)



The Angelic Encounter

Mary Magdalene leaves to go tell Peter and John
about the empty tomb. The other Mary is joined by
Salome, Susanna, and Joanna who arrive possibly

from theHasmoneanpalace.

The women enter the tomb and angels appear to

them. Matthewds account

tomb but in (he does not say which but the other
accounts do).

Lukebdbs ostood byo does
oOsittingod because Luke:
means Oto be present

The messages given are indeed different, but not

contradictory; rather they are complementary. The

writers are highlighting the aspects of the message
they want their reader to know.




The Angelic Encounter

The women would have likely been too frightene -
to enter the tomb ha s
already been manifest, so the angels waited un i ’v:zg"‘ \\”
the women came into the tomb to make their ’~_ d’{\
appearance. oy

Luke specifically reports two angels were H‘u
present, while Matthew and Mark only highlight \p I
the one angel that spoke to the women. Itise  {//"
fact that where there are two of anything, there |
certainly one. The one angel evidently sat on th
tombstone until the guards either fainted or left
then disappeared or reappeared later.

This is not unusual; the same type of episode
occurs with the Gadara demoniacs (Matt. 8:28)
and the two blind men at Jericho (Matt. 20:30).



The Womenodos Departur

"And they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to
report it to His disciples."(Matthew 28:8)

"They went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and
astonishment had gripped them; and they said nothing to anyone,
they were afraid."(Mark 16:8)

"And they remembered His words, and returned from the tomb an
reported all these things t
(Luke 24:8-9)

Mark says the women said nothing to anyone, however this likely refers
their journey back to the disciples or for a short period of time, and does |
mean they kept silent of the event forever.



Pet er aolseEEt O N 0SS Ar

" Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the ton
while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the to
So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jes
| oved, and said to them, o0They h
and we do not know where they he
disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. The two were runni
together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to
tomb first; and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lyin
there; but he did not go in. And so Simon Peter also came, following hin
and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there, and
face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappinc
but rolled up in a place by itselSo the other disciple who had first come tc
the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed. For as yet they did
understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dea&o the
disciples went away again to their own homes."
(John 20:1-10; cf. Luke 24:12)



Mary Magdal eneds Enc

"But Mary was standing outside the tomb weeping; and so, a
she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb; and she sa
two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the fes
where the body of Jesus had been lying. And they said to
her, oOoOWoman, why are you v
OBecause t hey haveandladkmmtknoa v
where they have laid Him6 When she had ¢
around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that
was Jesus. Je sUBSEEEEECEERE SR
Whom are you seeking?060 Supp
Sshe said t o Hi mj O STEEE
where you have | aid Hi m, an
to her, oOMary! o She turned
Rabboni! 6 (whi ch means, Teache
clinging to Me, for | have not yet ascended to the Father; but
go to My brethren and say t
and your Father, and My G
Magdal ene came, announcing

Lord, 6 and t hat He had s"
(John 20:11-18) V v



| et i e

"And they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His
disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up at
took hold of His feet and worshiped
afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will s
Me . 0"
(Matthew 28:8-10)



The Bribing of the Guards

"Now while they [the women] were on thei
way, some of the guard came into the city
and reported to the chief priests all that

had happened. And when they had

assembled with the elders and consulted
together, they gave a large sum of money
the soldiers, and s
disciples came by night and stole Him awaj

whil e we were asl!| ece
come to the gover nojj
over and keep you
they took the money and did as they had
been instructed; and this story was widely
spread among the Jews, and is to this

day."(Matthew 28:11-15)




oYou have sent <chos
t hroughout all the w
di sci pl es stole him
-Justin Martyr, A.D. 155
Disputation with Trypho the Jew



Jesus Appearance to Peter

"and that He was buried, and that He
was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures, and that He appeared to
Cephas, t hen to th
(1 Corinthians 15:4-5) .

"And they got up that very hour and
returned to Jerusalem, and found
gathered together the eleven and those
who were with them
has really risen and has appeared to
Si mon. 0" ( E3dke 2.

The specifics of Christ appearing to
Peter are not given in the Gospel
accounts, but its fact and timing can be
iInferred from the above verses.
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The Road to Emmaus

"And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmau
which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. And they were talking with each c
about all these things which had taken place. While they were talking and discus

Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with theBut their eyes were

prevented from recognizing Him . .When He had reclined at the table with them

He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them. Th

their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their
sight."(Luke 24:13-16, 30-31)



O et e ssz08ESb-de n: s al d
expectant faith who saw Jesus. The gospel
accounts indicate just the opposite. While
there is no evidence that Jesus appeared tc
any unbeliever there Is abundant evidence tf
he appeared to disciples who wersot in a
state of eager expectation and who didot
gul ckly Dbeli eve 1

- Dr. John Wenham
The Easter Enigma, pg. 105



The Road to Emmaus

"After that, He appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walkir
along on their way to the country."
(Mark 16:12)

Why was Jesus not immediately recognizable to Mary Magdaler@geopas and his
companion, and why were the disciples hesitant to accept it was Him? The
Scripture says that God simply prevented it at the time, plus His body was

different in certain ways. The disciples seem to have been awed to the point of-n

beli ef; 1t doesnot seem that Jesus



The Appearance to the 10 Disciples

" While they[Emmaus travelers] wer¢elling these things, He Himself stood in their midst

and said to them, oPeace be to you. o6 But
they were seeing a spirit. And He said
arise in your hearts? 0See My hands and

spirit does not have flesh and bones as
showed them His hands and His feet. While they still could not believe it because of their

and amazement, He said to them, oOHave vy
of a broiled fish; and He took i1t and a
My words which | spoke to you while | was still with you, that all things which are written &
Me I n the Law of Moses and the Prophet-s

44)



Resurrection Events After Easter



The Appearance to the 11 Disciples

"But Thomas, one of the twelve, calledidymus, was not with them when Jesus came. Sc
the other disciples were saying to him
oUnl ess | see in His hands the I mprint
nail s, and put my hand AftereightdBys Bis disciples werel
again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stoa

their midst and said, oPeace be with yo
finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not
unbelieving, but believing. 6 Thomas a

God! 6" (Jo28n 20: 214



The Appearance to the 7 Disciples

" After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea o
Tiberias , and He manifested Himself in this way. Simon Peter, and Thomas call
Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two

ot hers of His disciples were toget
fishing. o0 They said to him, oWe wil!/
the boat; and that night they caught nothing. But when the day was now breakir
Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. So
Jesus said to them, oChildren, you
Hi m, ONo. 6 And He sai d t o -hardside,of the Goat:
and you will find a catch. 0 So they
because of the great number of fish. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved s

to Peter, olt is the Lord. 0o So when
his outer garment on (for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the s
But the other disciples came in the little boat, for they were not far from the lanc

but about one hundred yards away, dragging the net full of fish."
(John 21:1-8)



The Appearance to the 500+

"The eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had
designated. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were
doubtful."(Matthew 28:16-17)

"After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most o
whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;"(1 Corinthians 15:6)



Jesus Appears to James

"then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;"(1 Corinthians 15:7)

It seems that the apostles were a body wider than the previously mentioned twe
but were all distinguished by having seen the resurrected Christ (1 Cor. 9:1) whi
made Paul the | ast of their company.



Jesus Last Appearance In Jerusalem

"Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave
Jerusal em, but to wait for wh
He sai d, oyou heard of from M
you wi | | be baptized with the
So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying,
OLord, | s T SscREmEERESE ("] me You
sai d to Tt HheNEoNEmE—=s ot for
Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and e\
to the remotest part of
(Acts 1:4 -8)



Jesusdo Ascensi on

" And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His
hands and blessed them. While He was blessing them, He partet
from them and was carried up into heaven. And they, after worship
Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in t
temple praising God."
(Luke 24:50-53)



Resurrection Events 0 Easter Morning

1.

W

Angel rolls away stone from tomb before sunrise (Matt. 28:2). The
guards are seized with fear and eventually flee

. Women disciples visit tomb and discover Christ missing (Matt. 28:1;

Mark 16:1-4; Luke 24:1-3; John 20:1)

. Mary Magdalene leaves to tell Peter and John (John 20::R2)
. Other women remain at tomb; they see two angels who tell them of

Christdos r esur /g Markile57; Lukd 24:4t8) 18
Peter and John run to the tomb and then leave (Luke 24:12; John
20:3-10)

. Mary Magdalene returns to the tomb; Christ appears to her (Mark

16:9-11; John 20:11-18).Chr i st 6 s Fi r st Appea

. Jesus appears to the other women (Mary, mother of James, Salome,

and Joanna) (Matt. 28:8-10).Chr i st 6 s Second Ap,

. At this time, the guards report the events to the religious leaders and

are bribed to lie (Matt. 28:11-15)

. Jesus privately appears to Peter (1 Cor. 155)Chr I st 6 s Th

Appearance



Resurrection Events 0 Easter Day

10.Jesus appears toCleopas and companion (Mark 16:1213;
Luke 24:13-32).Chr i1 st 0 s Fourth Appe:

11.Jesus appears to 10 apostles, with Thomas missing, in the
Upper Room (Luke 24:36-43).Chr i st 060s FiI ft h



Resurrection Events 0 Next 39 days

12. Eight days after His appearance to the 10 apostles, Jesus
appears to all 11 apostles, including Thomas (John 20:288).
Christos Sixth Appearance

13.Jesus appears to 7 disciples by the Sea of Galilee and
performs the miracle of the fish (John 21:14).Chr | st 0 s
Seventh Appearance

14.Jesus appears to 500 on a mountain in Galilee (Matt. 28:120;
Mark 16:15-18; 1 Cor. 156)Chr i st 0s EI ght h

15.Jesus appears to halfbrother James (1 Cor. 15:7).Chr | st
Ninth Appearance

16.In Jerusalem, Jesus appears again to His disciples (Acts 1:3
8.Chri stos Tenth Appearance

17.Jesus ascends into Heaven while the disciples look on (Mark
16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-12).Chr | st o0s E|I
Appearance



