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The Third Day 

An Examination of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ

The Third Day 

The Death of Jesus ðPart 1

òThe Messiah is someone who establishes justice 
throughout the world, and I look out my window and I know 
that hasnõt happened. The Messiah is someone who 

conquers death, conquers disease. And I know that hasnõt 
happened. One might even say, for example, the death of 

the Messiah ðhis torture, his crucifixion ðis predicted in the 
Old Testament. Well, in fact itõs not.ó

- Amy-Jill Levine, Vanderbilt Divinity School
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900 Years Before Christé

òMy God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Far from my deliverance are the 
words of my groaning. O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer; And by 
night, but I have no rest. Yet You are holy, O You who are enthroned upon the 

praises of Israel. In You our fathers trusted; They trusted and You delivered them. 
To You they cried out and were delivered; In You they trusted and were not 

disappointed. But I am a worm and not a man, A reproach of men and despised by 
the people. All who see me sneer at me; They separate with the lip, they wag the 
head, saying, òCommit yourself to the Lord; let Him deliver him; Let Him rescue him, 
because He delights in him.ó Yet You are He who brought me forth from the womb; 
You made me trust when upon my motherõs breasts. Upon You I was cast from birth; 
You have been my God from my motherõs womb. Be not far from me, for trouble is 
near; For there is none to help. Many bulls have surrounded me; Strong bulls of 

Bashan have encircled me. They open wide their mouth at me, As a ravening and a 
roaring lion. I am poured out like water, And all my bones are out of joint; My heart 
is like wax; It is melted within me. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And my 
tongue cleaves to my jaws; And You lay me in the dust of death. For dogs have 

surrounded me; A band of evildoers has encompassed me; They pierced my hands 
and my feet. I can count all my bones. They look, they stare at me; They divide my 

garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots. ó (Psalm 22:1ð18)

700 Years Before Christé

òWho has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed? For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a 

root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we 
should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 

He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, 
and we did not esteem Him.Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our 
sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of 

God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He 
was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon 
Him, And by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone 

astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the 
iniquity of us all To fall on Him.ó 

(Isaiah 53:1ð6)

700 Years Before Christé

òHe was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a 
lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So 

He did not open His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away; 
And as for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of 

the living For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due? His 
grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, 

Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth. But the 
Lord was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself 

as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the 
good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand. As a result of the anguish of 
His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, 

My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities. Therefore, I will 
allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; 

Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the 
transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the 

transgressors. ó 
(Isaiah 53:7ð12)
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500 Years Before Christé

òòSo you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a 
decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the 
Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will 
be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 
òThen after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off 

and have nothing ó 
(Daniel 9:25ð26)

Jesusõ Prediction of His Passion Timeline

òBehold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the 
Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests 
and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, 

and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and 
scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He 

will be raised up.ó 
(Matthew 20:18ð19)

Overview of Crucifixion Events

* Bible Knowledge Commentary
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The Scourging

òPilate then took Jesus and scourged Him. ó 
(John 19:1)

òI gave My back to those who strike Me, 
And My cheeks to those who pluck out the 

beard; I did not cover My face from 
humiliation and spitting. ó 

(Isaiah 50:6)

òBut He was pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was crushed for our 

iniquities; The chastening for our well-being 
fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are 

healed. ó 
(Isaiah 53:5)

The Scourging Whip or Flagrum 

A Roman scourging was a frightful punishment. 
The whip (or flagrum) used was braided from 

leather thongs and interlaced with lead balls and 
metal and bone spikes. Six soldiers, lictors, 
wielded these whips on the prisoner who was 

usually tied to a column or stake. The severity of 
the scourging was such that prisoners usually 

fainted and sometimes died under it. The 
whipping was applied to the back and chest. 
Each stroke cut into the quivering flesh; the 
flagrumõs tail would often strike the face, 

sometimes knocking out teeth and, on occasion, 
even an eye. The victim was invariably reduced to 
a bloody mass of quivering flesh, with virtually all 

strength drained from his body. 

òThe suffererõs veins were laid bare, and the 
very muscles, sinews, and bowels of the victim 

were open to exposure.ó
Eusebius, 3rd Century Historian
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òJust as many were astonished at you, My 
people, So His appearance was marred more 

than any man And His form more than the 
sons of men. ó 
(Isaiah 52:14)

The Scarlet Robe

òThey stripped Him and put a 
scarletrobe on Him. ó 

(Matthew 27:28)

òCome now, and let us reason 
together,ó Says the Lord, 
òThough your sins are as 

scarlet, They will be as white as 
snow; Though they are red like 
crimson, They will be like wool. ó 

(Isaiah 1:18)

The Crown of Thorns

òAnd after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His headó 
(Matthew 27:29)

òThen to Adam He said, òBecause you have listened to the voice of your 
wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ôYou 
shall not eat from itõ; Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of 
it All the days of your life. òBoth thornsand thistles it shall grow for youó 

(Genesis 3:17ð18)


