The Third Day

An Examination of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ



The Third Day

The | mpo ance of Ch



The German chancellor,Konrad Adeneur, once
asked Billy Gr aNrGmahanhdo
you really believe that Jesus Christ rose from the
dead?0 Billy Graham so

guest | GIESSSaRENE= 0S| I,

resurrection of Jesus Christ, | would have no gosp
| eft to preach. o0Adérew h
paused, walked over to the end of the room, looke
out of the window, at the postvar ruins and said,
oMr. Graham, outside o

Christ, | know of no other hope for mankindo



The Fact of the Resurrection



" Now | make known to you, brethren, the gospel which
preached to you, which also you received, in which also \
stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the w

which | preached to you, unless you believed in vain. Fo
delivered to you as of first importance what | also receive
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures, and that He
appeared toCephas, then to the twelve. After that He
appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time
most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asl
then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; anc
last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me als
(1 Corinthians 15:1-8)



"Now | make known to you, brethrethe gospelwhich lpreachedto you, which also
you received in which also yoatand, bywhich also you are saved you hold fast
the word which | preached to you, unless you believed in vain."
(1 Corinthians 15:1-8)

Paul is about to describe the
Gospel, or o0go
Includes the resurrection. This

Gospel:

1. Was preached

2. Was received

3. Makes believers stand
4. Saves believers




oFor | del i v frstienportanaewhatd also eceived, thalhrist died
for our sinsaccording to the Scriptures, and thatHe was buried and that He was
raisedonthethirddayac cor ding to the Sci
(1 Corinthians 15: 3-4)

Theologians agree that vs. & are one of the earliest Christian
creeds, which Paul quotes. Some believe that Paul received it
directly from Peter and James while visiting them in Jerusafem
some five years after Je



oFor | del i v frstienportanaewhatd also eceived, thalhrist died
for our sinsaccording to the Scriptures, and thatHe was buried and that He was
raisedonthethirddayac cor ding to the Sci
(1 Corinthians 15: 3-4)

Paul says these point®¥ Chr i st 6s deat h, bur
of ofirst-pidopowht ahcsedgni fies
| mportanto. Wi thout these th
worthless. Paul also puts the integrity of Bible on the line and say:
these things were prophesied in the Scriptures.



"AndiiHemseseTE assdt-0 - L h e
slow of heart to believe In all that the prophe
have spoken! oWas I
Christ to suffer these things and to enter into
Hi s gl o rbedinaingwithévioses and
with all the prophets He explained to them the
thingsconcerning Himself in all the
Scriptures ."

(Luke 24:25-27)



What If no Resurrection?



"Now If Christ Is preached, that He has been raised from the
dead, how do some among you say that there Is no resurrect
of the dead? But If there is no resurrection of the dead, not eve
Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, the
our preaching is vain, your faith also Is vain. Moreover we at
even found to be false withesses of God, because we testifie
against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if ir
fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, nc
even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raise
your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those al
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have ho
In Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.'
(1 Corinthians 15:12-19)



oBut i f there Iis no resurrecti on awdff
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is.vainé
(1 Corinthians 15: 13-14)

Paul says his preakenomongwandhoun

and o0devoid of valwueo. This |

without the resurrection of Jesus, Paul says the Christian faith has
no value whatsoever.



o[ This is] not sir
mixture of falsehood, but as being
altogether an empty fallacy. For what
remains if Christ has been swallowed up

by deathii if he has become extindgt if he
has been overwhelmed by the curse of sir
n if, in fine, he has been overcome by
Satan? In short, if that fundamental article
IS subverted, all that remains will be of no
moment. For the same reason he adds,
that their faith will be vairfor what solidity
of faith will there be, where no hope of life
IS to be seen? But in the death of Christ,
considered in itself, there is seen nothing
but ground of despair, for he cannot be
the author of salvation to others, who has
been altogether va
- John Calvin

-

>



OMoreover we ar élsewitnessesbfdadbécauseove tedified
against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are
not raised. 0
(1 Corinthians 15: 15)
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If Jesus was not resurrected, then Paul says he and the other
apostles and fellow workers have been spreading a false religior
But in addition, Jesus Is found to be a liar or wrong as well as the

Scripture.



Paul Would be a Liar or Wiong

‘*oTherefore having overl ooked t he t
men that all people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in w
He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointe
having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead "
(Acts 17:30-31)

"But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the deadwells in you, He who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies throu
Hi' s Spirit who dwell s 1in
(Romans 8:11)

"For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received, that Christ die
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and theie was
raised on the third dayaccording to the Scriptures,"

(1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

" But now Christ has been raised from the deagdthe first fruits of those who are
asleep."(1 Corinthians 15:20)



The Apostles Would be Liars or Wrong

"this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God
you naililed to a cross by the hands
God raised Him up again putting an end to the agony of death, since it was
Impossible for Him to be held in its power."
(Acts 2:23 -24)

"And with great power the apostles were giving testimonyttee resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all."
(Acts 4:33)

"let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name o
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucifiedynom God raised from the
deadi by this name this man stands here before you in good health."
(Acts 4:10)

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to
His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead!'
(1 Peter 1:3)



Jesus Would be a Liar or Wiong

"From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests ar
scribes, and be killecand be raised up on the third day
(Matthew 16:21)

"As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded the
saying, oTell t he Somad Vanhas tisen fronothec
dead. 0"

(Matthew 17:9)

"Then He took the twelve asi de ¢
up to Jerusalem, and all things which are written through the prophets
about the Son of Man wi | | be acc
to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, and a
they have scourged Him, they will kill Hirand the third day He will rise
again 0 "
(Luke 18:31-33)



Jesus Would be a Liar or Wiong

'Jesus answered t hen
and in three dayd will raiseitup 6 T h e
t hen sail d, -spoyears totboild this

templ e, and wi | | Y ou
But He was speaking of the temple of His
body."

(John 2:19-21)



oOuSavi ou
resurrection is truly of
great importance in
Christianity, so great
that His being or not
being the Messiah
stands or
- John Locke




Jesus Would be a Liar or Wiong

" Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him,
oTeacher, we want to see
answered and sai d to the
generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be giver
it the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as Jonah wa:
three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monstt
so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in

the heart of the earth."

(Matthew 12:38-40)

Jesus did not say He would give them no sign. Jesus said THE sign, THE proof
that would show Him to be truthful and the Messiah was His resurrection from tr
grave.



he Bible Would be Wrong

0So, having obtailne
stand to this day testifying both to small anc
great, stating nothing but what the Prophets
and Moses said was going to take place; the
the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason c

His resurrection from the deadHe would be
the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish
peopl e and to t he

(Acts 26:22 -23)



he Bible Would be Wrong

"l have set the Lord continually before me;
Because He is at my right hand, | will not be
shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my
glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell
securely. For You will not abandon my soul t
Sheol ; Nor will You allow Your Holy One
to undergo decay"
(Psalm 16:810)



God the Father Would be a Liar

Nu@v, kevr] kol 1 ToTIG UpGiv- 15 ._11p1u1- opsBa &z ol Lp._lmnpl:p tupsg Tob Beob, om
Eywd  KEVOC Wal @ moTIKC ov EUPLOWLD O wal Yevdopaprug o Beoc  omL
of us empty also the trust  of you we are found but also  false testifiers of the God  that

EP1GP JNSF TE DNSFNN PRGE VPFIIP CLN CLA NINPM DGSM NGSM CAZ

EUPTUPT] COUEV KOTd 0 Osob o M yeipe tov Xpuotdv, Ov

LOpTUPEL (T 0 Beoc & EyELpL & X poTog bc o0 Eyelpw  Elmep  dpa
we testified Y the God thaf heraised the Christ whom not heraised if indeed then
VAATIP P DGEM NGSM CHC VAATSS DASM NASM  RR-ASM TN VAAIIS CAC CLI

oUK r1,._1p"r "m._p u:pu:

VEK pm oUkK ._,._Lpn VTi16_ci—(up v PFIDI oUK ._3._1pn voal, ovds  Xplotog i"’H spTo - 17 £l
VEKPOC o0 EyELpwW El  yap VEWpoCc oU EVELPW obde  Xpwotog
dead not areraised If for dead not areraised but not  Christ
JNPM TN VPPI3P CAC CAZ INPM TN VPPI3P TN, CLA NNSM VERPI35

EyELpW el
has beeni taized if

In the original Greek, the construction of verse 15 seems to indicat
Paul saying that God was | ying
the other apostles were spreading falsehoods.

oONow, therefore, he teaches t
denied, God is made qguilty of falsehood in the witnesses that hav
been brought f or walohthCavmd h i



The Unigueness of Christianity Vanishes

| Alive Forever?
Confucius



OMoreover we ar élsewitnessesbfdadbécauseove tedified
against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are
not raised. 0
(1 Corinthians 15: 15)
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If Jesus was not resurrected, then Paul and the apostles
word could not be trusted, Jesus could not be trusted,
and the Bible could not be trusted. What source of truth
IS T e e



"For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ ha
not been raisedyour faith is worthless; you are still in your sinBhen those also
who have fallen asleep in Chrigtave perished'
(1 Corinthians 15:16-18)

Without the resurrection, Jesus could not have done three things:

1. Conqguer Sin
2. Conguer Death
3. Conguer Hell




