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The Third Day 

An Examination of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ

The Third Day 

The Trials of Jesus ðPart 1

The Plot to Murder Jesus
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Examples of Attempts to Trap Jesus

òThen the Pharisees went and plotted together how they might trap 
Him in what He said. And they sent their disciples to Him, along with 
the Herodians, saying, òTeacher, we know that You are truthful and 
teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not 
partial to any. òTell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a 
poll-tax to Caesar, or not?ó But Jesus perceived their malice, and 
said, òWhy are you testing Me, you hypocrites? òShow Me the coin 
used for the poll-tax.ó And they brought Him a denarius. And He 
said to them, òWhose likeness and inscription is this?ó They said to 
Him, òCaesarõs.ó Then He said to them, òThen render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesarõs; and to God the things that are Godõs.ó 

And hearing this, they were amazed, and leaving Him, they went 
away.ó 

(Matthew 22:15ð22)

The Herodians

The Herodians were more a political than religious party. They were Jews who 
attached themselves to the political fortunes of the Herodian family, hoping 
thereby to promote the interests of the Jewish people. They were loose in 

observing Jewish rituals, and though in this respect they were the opposite of the 
Pharisees, they easily fell in with them in efforts to ruin Jesus.  If Jesus spoke 

against the Romans, the Herodians would run His statements back to the 
authorities and Jesus would be taken into custody.

Examples of Attempts to Trap Jesus

òWhen Jesus had finished these words, He departed from Galilee 
and came into the region of Judea beyond the Jordan; and large 

crowds followed Him, and He healed them there. Some Pharisees 
came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, òIs it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife for any reason at all?ó ó 
(Matthew 19:1ð3)

Are the Pharisees simply interested in Jesusõ teaching on divorce? Hardly. Jesus 
was now in Judea, which was under the rule of Herod Antipas. Herod had stolen 
his brother Philipõs wife (Herodias), who was also a blood relative of him. That made 
Herodõs marriage an adulterous and incestuous affair.  Remember that John the 
Baptist was murdered because he had called Herod to account on his marriage. 

Now, the Pharisees likely knew this and thought that if they could get Jesus to say 
something negative about Herodõs marriage in his jurisdiction, they might be able to 

get Jesus killed too.
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An Example of How Far They Would Go

òThe large crowd of the Jews 
then learned that He was there; 
and they came, not for Jesusõ 

sake only, but that they might also 
see Lazarus, whom He raised 
from the dead. But the chief 

priests planned to put Lazarus to 
death also; because on account of 
him many of the Jews were going 
away and were believing in Jesus.ó 

(John 12:9ð11)

òThe Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with 
the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him. ó

(Mark 3:6)

òThe scribes and the chief priests tried to lay hands on Him that 
very hour, and they feared the people; for they understood that 
He spoke this parable against them. So they watched Him, and 

sent spies who pretended to be righteous, in order that they 
might catch Him in some statement, so that they could deliver 

Him to the rule and the authority of the governor. ó 
(Luke 20:19-20)

òSo from that day on they planned together to kill Him. ó 
(John 11:53)

òThey have also surrounded me with 
words of hatred, And fought against me 

without cause. ó 
(Psalm 109:3)
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The Betrayal Plot

òThen one of the twelve, named 
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests and said, òWhat are you 

willing to give me to betray Him to 
you?ó And they weighed out 

thirty pieces of silver to him. From 
then on he began looking for a 

good opportunity to betray 
Jesus. ó 

(Matthew 26:14ð16)

òAnd Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, belonging to the number of the 
twelve. ó 

(Luke 22:3)

òEven my close friend in whom I trusted, 
Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel 

against me. ó 
(Psalm 41:9)

òI said to them, òIf it is good in your sight, give 
me my wages; but if not, never mind!ó So they 

weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my 
wages. Then the Lord said to me, òThrow it 
to the potter, that magnificent price at which I 

was valued by them.ó So I took the thirty 
shekels of silver and threw them to the potter 

in the house of the Lord. ó 
(Zechariah 11:12ð13)

Note: 30 shekels of silver was the price for a common slave 
(Ex. 21:32)
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The Arrest of Jesus

òWhile He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up 
accompanied by a large crowd with swords and clubs, who came from the chief 

priests and elders of the people. Now he who was betraying Him gave them a sign, 
saying, òWhomever I kiss, He is the one; seize Him.ó Immediately Judas went to 
Jesus and said, òHail, Rabbi!ó and kissed Him. And Jesus said to him, òFriend, do 
what you have come for.ó Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him. 
And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out his sword, and 

struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear.ó

The Arrest of Jesus

òThen Jesus said to him, òPut your sword back into its place; for all those who take 
up the sword shall perish by the sword. òOr do you think that I cannot appeal to My 
Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 
òHow then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?ó 
At that time Jesus said to the crowds, òHave you come out with swords and clubs 
to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple 
teaching and you did not seize Me. òBut all this has taken place to fulfill the 
Scriptures of the prophets.ó Then all the disciples left Him and fled. ó

(Matthew 26:47ð56)

The Illegal Religious Trials of Jesus
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òòYou shall appoint for yourself judges and officers 
in all your towns which the Lord your God is giving 
you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge 
the people with righteous judgment. òYou shall not 
distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall 
not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the 

wise and perverts the words of the righteous. 
òJustice, and only justice, you shall pursue, that you 
may live and possess the land which the Lord your 

God is giving you. ó 
(Deuteronomy 16:18ð20)

Overview of Jesusõ Trials

Trial Scripture Judge Decision

Religious  
Trials 
Jewish

First John 18:12-14 Annas OK to proceed

Second Matt. 26:57 -68 Caiaphas Death sentence; charge 
of blasphemy

Third Matt. 27:1 -2 Sanhedrin Death sentence made 
legal

Secular
Trials 
Roman

Fourth John 18:28-38 Pilate Not guilty

Fifth Luke 23:6-12 Herod Not guilty

Sixth John 18:39-19:6 Pilate Not guilty; turned over to 
the Jews

There had to be two types of trials because the Jews could not carry out the death penalty 
under Roman law

Timeline of Jesusõ Religious Trials

Mills, M. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record. 
Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.
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Jesus Before Annas

òSo the Roman cohort and the commander and the officers of the Jews, 
arrested Jesus and bound Him, and led Him to Annas first; for he was 

father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. Now Caiaphas 
was the one who had advised the Jews that it was expedient for one man to 

die on behalf of the people. . . .The high priest then questioned Jesus 
about His disciples, and about His teaching. Jesus answered him, òI have 

spoken openly to the world; I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, 
where all the Jews come together; and I spoke nothing in secret. òWhy do 
you question Me? Question those who have heard what I spoke to them; 
they know what I said.ó When He had said this, one of the officers standing 
nearby struck Jesus, saying, òIs that the way You answer the high priest?ó 
Jesus answered him, òIf I have spoken wrongly, testify of the wrong; but if 
rightly, why do you strike Me?ó So Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas 

the high priest. ó (John 18:12-14,19ð24)

òThe Lord is God, and He has given us light; Bind 
the festival sacrifice with cords to the horns of the 

altar. ó 
(Psalm 118:27)

òThen they came to the place of which God had 
told him; and Abraham built the altar there and 

arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood. ó 

(Genesis 22:9)

òòI have not spoken in secret, In some dark 
land; I did not say to the offspring of 
Jacob, ôSeek Me in a waste placeõ; I, the 

Lord, speak righteousness, Declaring 
things that are upright. ó 

(Isaiah 45:19)
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Annas

Annas had been high priest for about five or six 
years, but that 20 years before this. The 

Romans had pressurized Annas out of the 
office of high priest because he was amassing so 
much power. He was a wily and clever man. And 
so he had been pushed out as high priest after 
about five or six years, but still carries the name 
because a high priest was to be a high priest for 
life. But when Annas went out as high priest, 
five of his sons and one son-in-law, Caiaphas 

who married his daughter, succeeded him, so he 
maintained control. It was "in the family," if you 
will. He was behind everything. In fact, all of the 
money changers and the selling and the buying 
in the temple, all of that was called "the bizarres
of Annas." He got a piece of all that action. He 
was the big boss, if you will, in the temple mafia, 

the temple criminal proceedings of extortion. He 
controlled it all.

Jesus Before Annas

1. It was illegal to hold a trial in a personõs house
2. It was illegal to try and induce self-accusation as Annas was doing
3. It was illegal to strike an unconvicted person

Jesusõ statement to Annas was completely warranted. Annas was attempting to get Jesus to 
implicate Himself vs. hear the testimony of witnesses. Jesus, however, knew the law and 

requested they interview witnesses and obtain the right testimony. Remember that Jesus in 
John 2 had run all the money changers and extortionists out of the temple ðthis was Annasõ 

operation. This entire episode was likely a stall tactic to get the Sanhedrin assembled. 

The Sanhedrin 

To practically apply Deuteronomy 16:18-20, the nation formed local councils in 
any region where one hundred and twenty men served as heads of families. That 
large a community could support a synagogue as well. The local councils became 
known as Sanhedrin, which is a Hebrew transliteration of a Greek word meaning 

"sitting together." Each Sanhedrin was made up of twenty-three men who sat 
together to make judgments and decide civil and criminal issues. An odd number was 

necessary so that there could always be a majority in any close decision. The 
twenty-three men were chosen from the elders of the village, and they acted as 

judges and jury in all matters.
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The Sanhedrin 

The great Sanhedrin ruled in Jerusalem, the capital city and religious center of 
Israel. It was composed of seventy men plus the high priest. Twenty-four were chief 
priests, twenty-four were elders, and twenty-three were scribes. This council was 
the final court for appeal. Anyone who believed that a verdict rendered at a lower 

level was unfair could appeal to the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem. Under the right 
conditions they could gain a hearing. The great Sanhedrin was the highest ruling 

body in Israel.

The Sanhedrinõs Guarantees to an Accused 

1. A public trial ðno hidden or secret trials were permitted.
2. The right to self-defenseðsomeone to provide a defense, 

complete with witnesses to testify for the defendant.
3. Eyewitness testimony for the prosecutionðno guilty verdict 

could be rendered without an agreeing testimony of at least 
two witnesses.

The Penalty of providing false testimony

The law stated that anyone bearing false testimony against a person in court would 
suffer the punishment for the crime of which the defendant was accused. 

òòIf a malicious witness rises up against a man to accuse him of wrongdoing, then both the men who have 
the dispute shall stand before the Lord, before the priests and the judges who will be in office in those 
days. òThe judges shall investigate thoroughly, and if the witness is a false witness and he has accused his 

brother falsely, then you shall do to him just as he had intended to do to his brother. Thus you shall 
purge the evil from among you. ó (Deuteronomy 19:16ð19)


