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The Plot to Murder Jesus



Examples of Attempts to Trap Jesus

òThen the Pharisees went and plotted together how they might trap 
Him in what He said. And they sent their disciples to Him, along with 
the Herodians, saying, òTeacher, we know that You are truthful and 
teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not 
partial to any. òTell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a 
poll-tax to Caesar, or not?ó But Jesus perceived their malice, and 
said, òWhy are you testing Me, you hypocrites? òShow Me the coin 
used for the poll-tax.ó And they brought Him a denarius. And He 
said to them, òWhose likeness and inscription is this?ó They said to 
Him, òCaesarõs.ó Then He said to them, òThen render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesarõs; and to God the things that are Godõs.ó 

And hearing this, they were amazed, and leaving Him, they went 
away.ó 

(Matthew 22:15ð22)



The Herodians

The Herodians were more a political than religious party. They were Jews who 
attached themselves to the political fortunes of the Herodian family, hoping 
thereby to promote the interests of the Jewish people. They were loose in 

observing Jewish rituals, and though in this respect they were the opposite of the 
Pharisees, they easily fell in with them in efforts to ruin Jesus.  If Jesus spoke 

against the Romans, the Herodians would run His statements back to the 
authorities and Jesus would be taken into custody.



Examples of Attempts to Trap Jesus

òWhen Jesus had finished these words, He departed from Galilee 
and came into the region of Judea beyond the Jordan; and large 

crowds followed Him, and He healed them there. Some Pharisees 
came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, òIs it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife for any reason at all?ó ó 
(Matthew 19:1ð3)

Are the Pharisees simply interested in Jesusõ teaching on divorce? Hardly. Jesus 
was now in Judea, which was under the rule of Herod Antipas. Herod had stolen 
his brother Philipõs wife (Herodias), who was also a blood relative of him. That made 
Herodõs marriage an adulterous and incestuous affair.  Remember that John the 
Baptist was murdered because he had called Herod to account on his marriage. 

Now, the Pharisees likely knew this and thought that if they could get Jesus to say 
something negative about Herodõs marriage in his jurisdiction, they might be able to 

get Jesus killed too.



An Example of How Far They Would Go

òThe large crowd of the Jews 
then learned that He was there; 
and they came, not for Jesusõ 

sake only, but that they might also 
see Lazarus, whom He raised 
from the dead. But the chief 

priests planned to put Lazarus to 
death also; because on account of 
him many of the Jews were going 
away and were believing in Jesus.ó 

(John 12:9ð11)


