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The Third Day 

An Examination of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ

The Third Day 

The Trials of Jesus ðPart 2

Overview of Jesusõ Trials

Trial Scripture Judge Decision

Religious  
Trials 
Jewish

First John 18:12-14 Annas OK to proceed

Second Matt. 26:57 -68 Caiaphas Death sentence; charge 
of blasphemy

Third Matt. 27:1 -2 Sanhedrin Death sentence made 
legal

Secular
Trials 
Roman

Fourth John 18:28-38 Pilate Not guilty

Fifth Luke 23:6-12 Herod Not guilty

Sixth John 18:39-19:6 Pilate Not guilty; turned over to 
the Jews

There had to be two types of trials because the Jews could not carry out the death penalty 
under Roman law
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Jesus Formal Condemnation Before the Sanhedrin

òNow when morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the 
people conferred together against Jesus to put Him to death; ó 

(Matthew 27:1)

But they have a problem. They canõt put anyone to death under Romans rule: òThe 
Jews said to him, òWe are not permitted to put anyone to death,ó to fulfill the word 
of Jesus which He spoke, signifying by what kind of death He was about to die. ó 

(John 18:31ð32)

Jesusõ Prediction of His Passion Timeline

òòBehold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the 
Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests 
and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, 

and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and 
scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He 
will be raised up.ó ó (Matthew 20:18ð19)

Timeline of Jesusõ Secular Trial

Mills, M. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record. 
Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.
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Jesus Before Pilate

òThen they led Jesus from Caiaphas into the Praetorium, and  it was early; 
and they themselves did not enter into the Praetorium so that they would not 

be defiled, but might eat the Passover. ó 
(John 18:28)

Jewish oral law said that a Jew who entered the dwelling place of Gentiles 
became ceremonially unclean. Note how the chief priests obey the letter of 
the law in regard to ceremonial cleansing, but are willing to murder the Son 

of God é

Pilate

Pilate was appointed by Tiberius as the fifth 
prefect of Judea and served in that capacity from 
ad 26ð36. The procurator had full powers of life 
and death, and could reverse capital sentences 

passed by the Sanhedrin, which had to be 
submitted to him for ratification. He appears in a 

variety of extra-biblical sources as a dispassionate 
administrator who relentlessly pursued Roman 
authority in Judea. Tacitus (Annals 15.44) 

mentions Pilate in connection with the crucifixion 
of Jesus but adds little to the Gospel account. 

Josephus, on the other hand, provides three 
narratives of Pilate, and Philo speaks of him as ôby 
nature rigid and stubbornly harshõ and ôof spiteful 
disposition and an exceeding wrathful manõ. 

Eusebius reports that Pilate ultimately committed 
suicide during the reign of the emperor Caligula, 

AD 37 ð41 (History 2.7).

Archaeological evidence of Pilate

In 1961 an Italian archaeologist, 
discovered an inscription at 
Casesrea Maritima. The 

inscription in Latin contained 4 
lines translated as follows:

òTiberium
Pontius Pilate
Prefect of Judeaó

The stone was probably used in a 
foundation of a Tiberium (temple 

for the worship of Tiberius)
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Pilate

Pilate had three primary 
responsibilities:

1. Command the Roman military
2. Collect taxes from Israel and 

send them to Rome
3. Act as supreme judge on behalf 

of Rome

Jesus Before Pilate ðthe First Hearing

òThen the whole body of them 
got up and brought Him before 

Pilate. And they began to 
accuse Him, saying, òWe found 
this man misleading our nation 
and forbidding to pay taxes to 
Caesar, and saying that He 
Himself is Christ, a King.ó So 
Pilate asked Him, saying, òAre 
You the King of the Jews?ó 

And He answered him and said, 
òIt is as you say.ó ó 

(Luke 23:1ð3)

Jesus Before Pilate ðThe Charge

The Jews canõt go to Pilate and say, òKill Him 
because of blasphemy,ó thatõs not a civil 

crime.They paint the portrait of Jesus as an 
insurrectionist, as a revolutionary, as a rival king 

to Caesar who is misleading the whole 
nation. That is, literally gathering the whole 

nation in an anti-Roman effort and telling them 
to stop paying taxes to Caesar and declaring 
Himself to be the King. So they come up with 

this idea that Jesus is a threat to Roman 
power; a threat to Caesar.Heõs a threat to 
Pac Romana, Roman peace because thereõs 
going to be an insurrection and Heõs leading 
it. If this was true then Pilate would be duty 

bound to execute Jesus, to fulfill his 
responsibility. Thatõs the very thing he was 
supposed to make sure didnõt happen.So 

they crafted it right around what would be his 
primary duty. 
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The Lie of the Chief Priests

Notice how the chief priests charge shifts from blasphemy to this: 
òWe found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes 
to Caesaréó Jesus had said just the opposite: òThen He said to 
them, òThen render to Caesar the things that are Caesarõs; and to 
God the things that are Godõs.ó ó (Matthew 22:21)  Pilate never 

addresses this charge.

Challenge to Caesar?

òTherefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned 
Jesus and said to Him, òAre You the King of the Jews?ó Jesus 
answered, òAre you saying this on your own initiative, or did others 
tell you about Me?ó Pilate answered, òI am not a Jew, am I? Your own 

nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have You 
done?ó Jesus answered, òMy kingdom is not of this world. If My 

kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that 
I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not 
of this realm.ó Therefore Pilate said to Him, òSo You are a king?ó 
Jesus answered, òYou say correctly that I am a king. For this I have 
been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the 
truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.ó Pilate said to 

Him, òWhat is truth? ó (John 18:33ð38)

The Verdict? Innocent

òI find no guilt in Him. ó 
(John 18:38)
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The Ridiculousness of the Charge

Pilate is not stupid and understands the real motivation of the Jews. Pilate must 
have thought: ôIf you really thought this man was a rival to Caesar, if you really 

thought this man was successful in getting the people of Israel to turn against the 
Roman power and presence, if you really thought this man was causing people not to 
pay tax to Rome, you would protect Him. He would be your hero. Youõd help Him, 
you wouldnõt bring Him to me to execute Him. If He really is a threat to Rome, do 
you think Iõm going to buy that you would bring Him here for me to kill Him?õ 

Jesus Before Herod

òBut they kept on insisting, saying, òHe stirs up the people, 
teaching all over Judea, starting from Galilee even as far as this 
place.ó When Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man was a 
Galilean. And when he learned that He belonged to Herodõs 

jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who himself also was in 
Jerusalem at that time. Now Herod was very glad when he saw 

Jesus; for he had wanted to see Him for a long time, because he 
had been hearing about Him and was hoping to see some sign 

performed by Him. And he questioned Him at some length; but 
He answered him nothing. And the chief priests and the scribes 
were standing there, accusing Him vehemently. And Herod with 
his soldiers, after treating Him with contempt and mocking Him, 
dressed Him in a gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate. 

Now Herod and Pilate became friends with one another that very 
day; for before they had been enemies with each other. ó 

(Luke 23:5ð12)

Herod Antipas 

One son of Herod the great. He founded 
Tiberias as his capital city, in honor of the 

emperor who had bestowed on him the dynastic 
title Herod, by which he is designated in the 

New Testament. In 29 A.D. Herod Antipas 
made a trip to Rome and he wanted to go to 
Rome to visit his half-brother, Herod Philip 
I. When he went to visit Herod Philip I he 
became very interested in Herod Philip Iõs 

wife. In fact, he became overly interested in her 
and he had an affair with her.Her name was 

Herodious . She was not only Herod Philipõs 
wife, she was Herod Philipõs niece.And since he 
was the half brother of Herod Philip, she was his 

niece. He had an adulterous and incestuous 
with her. John the Baptist had reprimanded him 
for this and ultimately lost his life because of it. 

So Jesus is dealing with people involved in 
adultery, incest, seduction, divorce, and murder.
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Had Herod Plotted to Kill Jesus?

òJust at that time some Pharisees approached, saying to 
Him, òGo away, leave here, for Herod wants to kill You.ó 
And He said to them, òGo and tell that fox, ôBehold, I 

cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, 
and the third day I reach My goal.õ òNevertheless I must 
journey on today and tomorrow and the next day; for it 

cannot be that a prophet would perish outside of 
Jerusalem. ó 

(Luke 13:31ð33)

Herod Antipas 

A few years after this, the brother of 
Herodious , the brother of his own wife 

turned on him, accused him of treason to 
Caligula, the new emperor.Caligula bought 

the unsubstantiated charges, took all 
Herodõs power away, took all his money 

away, took all his territory away and gave it to 
Herodiousõ brother, Agrippa.He sent 

Herod into exile. Herodious went with him 
into exile. And there he either died, or as 

some historians have said, Caligula had him 
killed. He had been face-to-face with the 

Son of God, face -to-face with the Creator 
of the universe, face-to-face with the Savior 

and Redeemer of sinners, but chose to 
dismiss Him and died in his sins. 

Jesus Before Herod

òBut they kept on insisting, saying, òHe stirs up the people, teaching all over Judea, starting from 
Galilee even as far as this place.ó When Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 
And when he learned that He belonged to Herodõs jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who himself 
also was in Jerusalem at that time. Now Herod was very glad when he saw Jesus; for he had wanted 
to see Him for a long time, because he had been hearing about Him and was hoping to see some sign 

performed by Him. And he questioned Him at some length; but 
He answered him nothing. And the chief priests and the 
scribes were standing there, accusing Him vehemently. And 

Herod with his soldiers, after treating Him with contempt and mocking Him, dressed Him in a 
gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate. Now Herod and Pilate became friends with one another 

that very day; for before they had been enemies with each other. ó 
(Luke 23:5ð12)

ÅThe same Jews who had lied before Pilate now lie before Herod
ÅHerod sees before him a beaten, bloodied, weary person
ÅJesus does not respond to any charge nor entertain Herod
ÅThe end result? Herod thinks this is silly; a joke
ÅJesus is no threat to him, Caesar, or Rome
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Fulfillment of Prophecy

òAnd when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one 
accord and said, òO Lord, it is You who made the heaven and the 
earth and the sea, and all that is in them, who by the Holy Spirit, 
through the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, ôWhy did 
the Gentiles rage, And the peoples devise futile things? ôThe kings 
of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together 
Against the Lord and against His Christ.õ òFor truly in this city there 
were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You 

anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and 
the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 

predestined to occur. ó 
(Acts 4:24ð28; cf. Psalm 2)

The Verdict? Innocent

òPilate summoned the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, 
òYou brought this man to me as one who incites the people to rebellion, and behold, 

having examined Him before you, I have found no guilt in this man regarding the 
charges which you make against Him. òNo, nor has Herod, for he sent Him back to 

us; and behold, nothing deserving death has been done by Him. ó 
(Luke 23:13ð15)

Agreement in the Verdict

Why did Pilate send Jesus to Herod? Just to get Jesus off his back? 
Perhaps. Or perhaps he was looking for confirmation in the verdict that he 

himself had reached. And he got it.  God had used two pagan rulers to meet 
His own standard of two witnesses.




