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THE QUESTION: How do we know
that the four gospels of the New
Testament are telling the truth,
especially since there were so
many other O6gospe
Church rejected? What about
them?

AMore than eighty gospels were

and yet only a relatively few were chosen for inclusion i Matthew,

Mar k, Luke, and John among them
- Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code, 231

AThe early church needed to con
prophet Jesus was a divine being. Therefore, any gospels that
described earthly aspects of Je
Bible.o

- Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code, 231

AAl'l descriptions of a
documents, and secret rituals in this novel are
accurateo

- Dan Brown, Preface to The Da Vinci Code
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fEventually, four Gospels and twenty-three other texts were
canonized into a Bible. This did not occur, however, until the sixth
century. o

i Dan Burstein, Secrets of the Code, 116.

Fact: Only in the Syrian branch of the church were SOME books
not considered Aino, but all we
West by the end of the 4™ century. The majority of the NT were
accepted as authoritative much earlier.

What was the criteria for canonicity?

1. Written by apostle (defined as person seeing
Jesus Christ after His resurrection) or companion
of apostle

2. No contradiction in core teachings of the faith
(analogy of faith)

3. Accepted early and by majority of churches
(catholicity)
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First collection of New Testament books proposed by Marcion in
AD 140. Facts about Marcion and his collection:

A Was Docetist (says Jesus only appeared human)
A All spirit is good, all material is evil
A Excluded Matthew, Mark, John

Alncluded 10 of Paulés letters,
AKEY POINT: No other gospels in
Gnostic 6gospelso6 were availab

How did we get the New T estament?

Next collection of New Testament books is the Muratorian
Canon, dated AD 170. Included:

A All four gospels

AActs

A13 of Paulds letters
A1,2,3John

A Jude

A Revelation

Final New Testament canon
pronounced in AD 367 by
Athanasius in his Thirty-ninth
Festal Letter. Some
disagreement by some in the
East, but no new gospels ever
proposed being added.
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How did we get the New T estament?

Proof that the writings of Paul and Luke were available very
early in the first century and regarded as Scripture:

“and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also
our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him,
wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these
things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the
untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the
Scriptures, to their own destruction.” (2 Peter 3:15-16)
WP -
“For the Scripture %}?f
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worthy of his wages. 6 " (1 Ti=m
5:18; cf. Luke 10:7) o
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How accurate is our New T estament?

Are there differences between the 24,000 known Greek, Latin,

and other manuscripts? Yes, these are called variants.

However, none call into question one doctrine of the Christian
faith. Only 1% of the text has

Example of meaningful variant:

1 Thessalonians 2:7, Paul eithe

as Ol it tiloae lettdr differences epidi vs. nepioi.

1%

99%

Death of Matthew Luke Mark John Gospel  Gospel Gospel Gospel ~Gospel
Jesus  Wiitten Written Written Written Egyptians Hebrews Mary ~ Peter  Thomas
AD30-33 AD42 ADS58 AD66 AD 90 AD120 AD140 AD160 AD170 AD180

A All Gnostic gospels come much later
A All written after the lifetime of the eyewitnesses
A Early writing is key as eyewitnesses can refute error

* Sources: Why Four Gospels?, David Alan Black; Fabricating Jesus, Craig Evans

The Subtle Nature of Heresy

fi F gertain persons have erept in unnoticed, those who were long
beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn
the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and
Lord, Jesus Ch r i @ude 4)

Crept - a Greek term only found in Jude. The
word i pareisduno i literally means to slip in
beside in a manner that is hard to detect, with
Jude presenting it in the indicative mood
indicating the invasion is real and not just a future
possibility. In extrabiblical Greek the term
describes the cunning craftiness of a lawyer who,
through clever argumentation, infiltrated the
minds of courtroom officials and corrupted their
thinking. Just like tares look like wheat in the
beginning, so too these apostates appeared like
the real thing on the surface, but are now
revealed for what they truly are and are working
against the apostlesd
to enter the sheepods f
sheepds clothing (Matt
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