
12/1/2008

1

Ultimate  Fighting

The Enemy¡s Strategy - Part 1

¢Sin has many tools, but 
a lie is the handle that 

fits them all.£
- Edmund Burke

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

ÅThe Enemy¡s Primary Tools
ÅExegesis of Genesis 3:1 - 6
ÅSummary of Genesis 3 Lies 

and Temptations
ÅGenesis 3 Philosophies and 

Religions
ÅFinal Conclusions



12/1/2008

2

1. Lies

Hebrew: ¢break 
faith/trust£; ¢break an 
agreement£. Greek: ¢tell a 
falsehood£. Satan is the 
father of lies (Jn. 8:44) 

2. Temptations

Hebrew: ¢put to the test£; 
Greek: ¢discover the 
nature or character of 
something by testing£. 
Satan is the tempter 
(Matt. 4:3) 

The Enemyõs Key Tools

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

1. Lies

ÅOutright denial of God¡s truth (Gen. 3:4)
ÅTwisting/distortion of God¡s truth (Gen. 3:5)
ÅCounterfeit /substitute to God¡s truth (Gen. 3:5)

2. Temptations

ÅAppeal to self - gain / pleasure (Gen. 3:6)
ÅDoubt concerning truth / reality / God (Gen. 

3:1,5)
ÅRebellion against God (Gen. 3:6) and to substitute 

something for God

Primary Manifestations

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

¢Here commences the great drama which is being enacted on the 
stage of human history, and which well - night six thousand 
years have not yet completed. Here we find the divine 
explanation of the present fallen and ruined condition of our 
race. Here we learn of the subtle devices of our enemy, the 
devil. Here we behold the utter powerlessness of man to walk 
in the path of righteousness when divine grace is withheld 
from him. Here we discover the spiritual effects of sin - man 
seeking to flee from God. Here we discern the attitude of God 
toward the guilty sinner. Here we mark the universal tendency 
of human nature to cover its own moral shame by a device of 
man¡s own handiwork. Here we are taught of the gracious 
provision which God has made to meet our great need. Here 
begins the marvelous stream of prophecy which runs all 
through the Holy Scripture. Here we learn that man cannot 
approach God except through a mediator.£

Genesis Chapter 3
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"Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the 
field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the 
woman, ¢Indeed, has God said,  You shall not eat from 
any tree of the garden¡?£ The woman said to the 
serpent, ¢From the fruit of the trees of the garden we 
may eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the 
middle of the garden, God has said,  You shall not eat 
from it or touch it, or you will die.¡ £ The serpent 
said to the woman, ¢You surely will not die! ¢For God 
knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.£ When the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from 
its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband 
with her, and he ate." (Genesis 3:1 - 6)

Genesis Chapter 3

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

"Now the serpent was more crafty than 
any beast of the field which the Lord 
God had made£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅSerpent - ¢Nachash£, Hebrew word formed via a word that 
means ¢to shine£. ¢Lucifer£ and ¢Serpent£ are synonyms
ÅCrafty - ¢Aruwm£, Hebrew for cunning and clever
ÅThe serpent was a creature that man had dominion over
ÅOne of three instances in Scripture where Satan takes 

possession of a being

Facts:

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

"Now the serpent was more crafty than 
any beast of the field which the Lord 
God had made£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅThe enemy comes in disguise
ÅThe enemy looks beautiful on the outside
ÅThe enemy utilizes smart and clever tools
ÅBelievers have dominion over the threat

¢The devil¡s cleverest ruse is to make men believe that 
he does not exist.£ - Baudelaire

Application:



12/1/2008

4
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And he said to the woman, ¢Indeed, has 
God said ,  You shall not eat from any 
tree of the garden¡?£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅSatan came to the weaker vessel that he knew would be 
a choice weapon against the man
ÅSatan tests the woman¡s knowledge of God¡s Word
ÅSatan lies about what God really commanded

Facts:
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And he said to the woman, ¢Indeed, has 
God said ,  You shall not eat from any 
tree of the garden¡?£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅSatan often attacks perceived weakness
ÅSatan attempts to infuse doubt concerning the 
authenticity and validity of God¡s instructions
ÅAny questioning of God¡s Word is ultimately Satanic in 

origin
ÅBelievers need to know their Bible, what they believe, 
and why to avoid Satan¡s distortions of the truth

Application:
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The woman said to the serpent, ¢From the fruit 
of the trees of the garden we may eat; but 
from the fruit of the tree which is in the 
middle of the garden, God has said,  You shall 
not eat from it or touch it , or you will die.¡ 
£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅEve got her information from Adam
ÅEve misquotes what God said
ÅEve places greater restrictions on the original 

command 

Facts:
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- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

The woman said to the serpent, ¢From the fruit 
of the trees of the garden we may eat; but 
from the fruit of the tree which is in the 
middle of the garden, God has said,  You shall 
not eat from it or touch it , or you will die.¡ 
£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅAccurate transmission of God¡s Word is essential
ÅBelievers should avoid to not ¢exceed what is written£ 
(1 Cor. 4:6) and not add onto God¡s Word (Rev. 22:18)

Application:

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

£The serpent said to the woman, ¢You 
surely will not die!£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅSatan denied God¡s Word/truth
ÅSatan denied that God would keep His promise/word
ÅFirst doctrine to be denied in Scripture is judgment
ÅMany false religions and belief systems deny judgment

Facts:

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

£The serpent said to the woman, ¢You 
surely will not die!£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅSatan and his agents deny God¡s Word/truth; know your 
Bible
ÅSatan attempts to undermine believer¡s confidence in 
God¡s promises and pronouncements; remember God keeps 
His promises and is sovereign over all 
ÅJudgment and consequences for rebellion and believing 

false ideas is certain

Application:
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¢For God knows that in the day you eat 
from it your eyes will be opened , and 
you will be like God , knowing good and 
evil.£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅSatan claims that God is knowingly holding out on them
ÅGain will be instantaneous
ÅSatan claims that God is really not good
ÅSatan tells her she will have something good she 
didn¡t have before (eyes will be opened)
ÅMany false religions claim to give ¢hidden£ wisdom 

(e.g. Gnosticism) 

Facts:

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

¢For God knows that in the day you eat 
from it your eyes will be opened , and 
you will be like God , knowing good and 
evil.£

Genesis Chapter 3

Å¢Like God£ - promise of divinity.  Many false 
religions teach man can become God. 
ÅAdam and Eve did have a new knowledge of good and 
evil, but it wasn¡t what was promised by Satan
ÅAdam followed the spiritual leading of Eve 

Facts:

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

¢For God knows that in the day you eat 
from it your eyes will be opened , and 
you will be like God , knowing good and 
evil.£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅSatan tempts believers to think God isn¡t really good. 
ÅSatan knows he cannot go any further in destroying man 
unless he undermines man¡s confidence in the mind and 
heart of God
ÅOne result is that, rather than having their eyes 

opened, God now says that fallen man is blind. We need 
to be born again to truly see again

Application:
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¢For God knows that in the day you eat 
from it your eyes will be opened , and 
you will be like God , knowing good and 
evil.£

Genesis Chapter 3

ÅSeeking wisdom apart from God¡s truth and wisdom is 
like asking for wrong directions 
ÅThe temptation to be your own god is strong and 
mirrors Satan¡s own desire (Is. 14, Ezek. 28)
ÅSatan¡s promises always fall short and are never 

intended for good

Application:

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

In Genesis é

The Outcome

éGod¡s Word brings Life and Order

éSatan¡s words brings Death and Chaos

ÅAlienation from God 
ÅBlame against God
ÅRebellion against God

ÅAlienation from each other
ÅRelationships damaged

ÅAlienation from self
ÅConscience damaged (depravity) 

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

However, God still pronounces victory é

The Outcome

"The Lord God said to the serpent, ¢Because you 
have done this, Cursed are you more than all 
cattle, And more than every beast of the field; 
On your belly you will go, And dust you will 
eat All the days of your life; And I will put 
enmity Between you and the woman, And between 
your seed and her seed ; He shall bruise you on 
the head , And you shall bruise him on the 
heel.£" (Genesis 3:14- 15)
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Lies & Temptations from Genesis 3
Lies ÅDƻŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇhis promises

ÅDƻŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ 
ÅThere is no judgment
ÅYou can be like God
ÅKnowing good/evilŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

desirable 

Temptations ÅDoubtwhat God said
Å5ƻǳōǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ
ÅThere is a good better than what God is offering
ÅBelieve no consequences exist for following error
ÅBe your own god or just like God
ÅDesire wisdomŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

provisions

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

Genesis 3 Philosophies
ÅBe divine, your own god, like God
ÅMormonism 
ÅNew Age
ÅAtheism 
ÅGnosticism 
ÅHumanism

ÅDoubt (did God really say?)
ÅSkepticism 
ÅPostmodernism 
ÅAgnosticism

ÅNo judgment
ÅUnitarian Universalists
ÅChristian Science

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

Genesis 3 Philosophies

ÅGod is not good
ÅDeism 

ÅNo consequences for following error
ÅPluralism
ÅPostmodernism 

ÅGet hidden wisdom
ÅGnosticism
ÅWicca
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Key Temptation é

Genesis Chapter 3

The imagination of a good that 
was better than that which God 

offered. 

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

Overall Strategy
Keep a person away from God.

No God or Bad God False God

- The Enemy¡s Strategy ¤Part 1

Overall Strategy
Keep a person away from God.

"For we wanted to come to you ¥I, Paul, more 
than once ¥and yet Satan hindered us.¢

(1 Thessalonians 2:18)

¢Now the parable is this: the seed is the word 
of God. Those beside the road are those who 
have heard; then the devil comes and takes 

away the word from their heart, so that they 
will not believe and be saved.¢

(Luke 8:11 - 12) 
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See Sin for What it is
Believing lies and submitting to 

temptation brings undesired 
consequences éand the enemy knows that.

"But each one is tempted when he is carried away and 
enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it 
brings forth death." (James 1:14 - 15)

¢In order that it might be demonstrated 
forever that there is no good apart from 
His will, God in His love and grace 
created the nature of the whole horrible 
pattern of consequences which must follow 
the choice of any other will than His. If 
this truth could become established as a 
definite part of our thinking and be held 
constantly before our minds, perhaps we 
would not depart from the will of God so 
often.£

- Donald Barnhouse
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The Battle in Evangelism

1. They Must Come to Their Senses

Our Job: With the Spirit¡s help, bring them the truth
The Enemies Job: To confuse them and keep them blind

2. They Must Believe They will be 
Welcomed Home

Our Job: Show them the true character and love of God
The Enemies Job: Make them fear God and distort His nature

For a Prodigal to Return Home, Two Things Must Happen


