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Ultimate  Fighting

LZW =`W_kqe KfdSfWYk - Part 2

n;a`e[VWd fZSf fZW VWh[^ 
does not sleep, but 
seeks our ruin in a 
fZageS`V iSkeo

- Angela Merici

- LZW =`W_kqe KfdSfWYk ïPart 2

ÅReview - LZW =`W_kqe 
Primary Tools
ÅExegesis of Matthew 4:1 - 11
ÅSummary of Matthew 4 Lies 

and Temptations
ÅMatthew 4 Philosophies and 

Religions
ÅFinal Conclusions
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1. Lies

@WTdWi6 nTdWS] 
XS[fZ+fdgefo7 nTdWS] S` 
SYdWW_W`fo* ?dWW]6 nfW^^ S 
XS^eWZaaVo* KSfS` [e fZW 
father of lies (Jn. 8:44) 

2. Temptations

@WTdWi6 nbgf fa fZW fWefo7 
?dWW]6 nV[eUahWd fZW 
nature or character of 
ea_WfZ[`Y Tk fWef[`Yo* 
Satan is the tempter 
(Matt. 4:3) 

The Enemyõs Key Tools
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1. Lies

ÅGgfd[YZf VW`[S^ aX ?aVqe fdgfZ &?W`* /60'
ÅLi[ef[`Y+V[efadf[a` aX ?aVqe fdgfZ &?W`* /61'
Å;ag`fWdXW[f +egTef[fgfW fa ?aVqe fdgfZ &?W`* /61'

2. Temptations

ÅAppeal to self - gain / pleasure (Gen. 3:6)
ÅDoubt concerning truth / reality / God (Gen. 

3:1,5)
ÅRebellion against God (Gen. 3:6) and to substitute 

something for God

Primary Manifestations
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"Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after He had 
fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became 
Zg`Ydk* 9`V fZW fW_bfWd US_W S`V eS[V fa @[_( nAX Qag 
are the Son of God, command that these stones become 
TdWSV*o :gf @W S`eiWdWV S`V eS[V( nAf [e id[ffW`( pES` 
shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
bdaUWWVe agf aX fZW _agfZ aX ?aV*q oLZW` fZW VWh[^ faa] 
Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the 
b[``SU^W aX fZW fW_b^W( S`V eS[V fa @[_( nAX Qag SdW 
the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 
p@W i[^^ Ua__S`V @[e S`YW^e Ua`UWd`[`Y Qagq7 S`V pG` 
their hands they will bear You up, So that You will not 
efd[]W Qagd Xaaf SYS[`ef S efa`W*q o BWege eS[V fa Z[_( 
nG` fZW afZWd ZS`V( [f [e id[ffW`( pQag eZS^^ `af bgf 
fZW DadV kagd ?aV fa fZW fWef*q

Matthew 4
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o9YS[`( fZW VWh[^ faa] @[_ fa S hWdk Z[YZ 
mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory; and he said to Him, 
n9^^ fZWeW fZ[`Ye A i[^^ Y[hW Qag( [X Qag 
XS^^ Vai` S`V iadeZ[b _W*oLZW` BWege eS[V fa 
Z[_( n?a( KSfS`! >ad [f [e id[ffW`( pQag eZS^^ 
worship the Lord your God, and serve Him 
a`^k*q o LZW` fZW VWh[^ ^WXf @[_7 S`V TWZa^V( 
angels came and began to minister to Him." 
(Matthew 4:1 - 11)

Matthew 4
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" Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil *o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅTesting came immediately on the heels of 
Jesus being confirmed by God
ÅThe Spirit led Him into the trial 
ÅJesus led into the wilderness just as Israel 

was led into the wilderness by God in Exodus. 
nGgf aX =Ykbf A US^^WV _k ea`o ï Israel and 
Christ 

Facts:
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" Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil *o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅnfW_bfWVo ïpiradzo ïnfa W`VWShad fa V[eUahWd 
the nature or character of something by 
testing
ÅnVWh[^o ïdiabolos ïne^S`VWdWdo ad nSUUgeWdo
ÅCould Jesus have sinned and have yielded to 

the temptations?

Facts:
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" Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil *o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅOftentimes, trials/tests come on the heels of a 
victory.  Why?  
ÅGod does not tempt us to sin, but allows our character 

to be proven; He already knows
Å?aVqe ea` AedSW^ XS[^WV fZW[d fWef [` fZW i[^VWd`Wee7 
?aVqe Ka` BWege V[V `af( S`V @W ^[hWe [` ge
ÅThe first Adam failed in a plus garden where he had 

everything; the second Adam won in a barren wilderness 
where he had nothing; you can too

Application:
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" Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil *o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅTwo reasons a test is done ï (1) find a weakness (2) 
prove strength 
ÅYou are mimicking the devil when you slander and 

accuse people; choose instead to hold your tongue

Application:
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And after He had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, He then became hungry. 
And the tempter came and said to Him, 
nIf You are the Son of God, command 
fZSf fZWeW efa`We TWUa_W TdWSV*o

Matthew Chapter 4

Ån>adfko S `g_TWd geWV [` KUd[bfgdW Xad fWef[`Y
ÅThe devil patiently waited until Christ was in a tired 

and physically compromised position
ÅnAXo `af geWV fa cgWef[a` [X BWege iSe fZW ;Zd[ef( Tgf 
fa dWX^WUf n[` h[Wi aX fZW XSUf fZSféo
ÅIsrael demanded bread in the wilderness but died 

there; Jesus denied Himself bread and was victorious

Facts:
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And after He had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, He then became hungry. 
And the tempter came and said to Him, 
nIf You are the Son of God, command 
fZSf fZWeW efa`We TWUa_W TdWSV*o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅTrial was a test of physical need; satisfy desire now
ÅTrial was a test for Jesus to act independently of His 

Father. Use Sonship apart from divine mission
ÅTrial was a test to separate the physical from the 

spiritual (Gnostic philosophy) 
ÅTrial was a test to satisfy normal desire in the wrong 

way / at the wrong time

Facts:
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And after He had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, He then became hungry. 
And the tempter came and said to Him, 
nIf You are the Son of God, command 
fZSf fZWeW efa`We TWUa_W TdWSV*o

Matthew Chapter 4

Å<a`qf g`VWdWef[_SfW fZW W`W_kqe bSf[W`UW [` VWS^[`Y 
with you
ÅTemptation can come in time of need and be related to 

that need
ÅAccusation against God is similar to Eve in the 
YSdVW`7 ?aV [e Za^V[`Y agf a` kag( Va`qf TW^[WhW [f
ÅBody and soul are a spiritual unity; physical sins 

have spiritual implications 

Application:
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o:gf @W S`eiWdWV S`V eS[V( nIt is 
written ( pES` eZS^^ `af ^[hW a` TdWSV 
alone, but on every word that proceeds 
agf aX fZW _agfZ aX ?aV*q

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅJesus did not ignore the temptation but addressed it
ÅJesus used the Sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17) to 

counter the temptation (truth vs. the lie)
ÅJesus quoted Deuteronomy, which is a critically 

disputed book in the Old Testament 
ÅJesus pointed to God as being the provider of 

everything 

Facts:
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n@W Zg_T^WV kag S`V let you be hungry , 
and fed you with manna which you did 
not know, nor did your fathers know, 
that He might make you understand that 
man does not live by bread alone, but 
man lives by everything that proceeds 
out of the mouth of the Lord." 
(Deuteronomy 8:3)

- LZW =`W_kqe KfdSfWYk ïPart2

o:gf @W S`eiWdWV S`V eS[V( nIt is 
written ( pES` eZS^^ `af ^[hW a` TdWSV 
alone, but on every word that proceeds 
agf aX fZW _agfZ aX ?aV*q

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅIgnoring the enemy is not the proper strategy
ÅYou must know the truth in order to be victorious over 

a lie
ÅThe believer must be committed to taking the Bible as 

their authority in life and be absorbed in knowing it 

Application:
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oThen the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him 
stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, 
nAX Qag SdW fZW Ka` aX ?aV( fZdai QagdeW^X Vai`7 for it 
is written ( p@W i[^^ Ua__S`V @[e S`YW^e Ua`UWd`[`Y 
Qagq7 S`V pG` fZW[d ZS`Ve fZWk i[^^ TWSd Qag gb( Ka 
fZSf Qag i[^^ `af efd[]W Qagd Xaaf SYS[`ef S efa`W*q o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅDefeated once, the devil did not stop but came back 
with a second temptation
ÅThis was a test to presume upon God and ask Him to 

prove Himself
ÅThis was a test to be acknowledged as the Messiah 

without the cross
ÅSatan knows what God says, but chooses to disobey it

Facts:
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oThen the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him 
stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, 
nAX Qag SdW fZW Ka` aX ?aV( fZdai QagdeW^X Vai`7 for it 
is written ( p@W i[^^ Ua__S`V @[e S`YW^e Ua`UWd`[`Y 
Qagq7 S`V pG` fZW[d ZS`Ve fZWk i[^^ TWSd Qag gb( Ka 
fZSf Qag i[^^ `af efd[]W Qagd Xaaf SYS[`ef S efa`W*q o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅBe prepared for persistent attacks from the enemy
ÅBe prepared for attacks to use shortcuts to get what 

you believe is rightfully yours
ÅBe prepared for the enemy and others to present to you 

attractive temptations to sin and even use parts of 
the Bible that appear on the surface to support their 
position

Application:
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oBWege eS[V fa Z[_( nG` fZW afZWd ZS`V( 
it is written ( pQag eZS^^ `af bgf fZW 
DadV kagd ?aV fa fZW fWef*q

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅChrist uses the same tactic against Satan as before ï

He quotes Scripture back to him
Å<WgfWda`a_k [e geWV SYS[` Se BWegeq eagdUW 
ÅSatan knew what God said, although he left out a part 

of the text

Facts:
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oBWege eS[V fa Z[_( nG` fZW afZWd ZS`V( 
it is written ( pQag eZS^^ `af bgf fZW 
DadV kagd ?aV fa fZW fWef*q

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅPresuming upon God (e.g. cults not recommending 
medical help) or asking for signs (various charismatic 
groups) is wrong
ÅA believer needs to know the context and full story of 

Scripture to not be misled by quotes taken out of 
context or not viewed in light of the whole of 
Scripture

Application:
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oAgain , the devil took Him to a very high 
mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory; and he said to Him, 
n9^^ fZWeW fZ[`Ye I will give You , if You 
fall down and worship me *o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅDefeated twice, the devil comes with a 3 rd temptation
ÅSatan claims to have authority to give authority over 
fZ[`Ye [` fZW iad^V*  Dg]W SVVe( nXad [f ZSe TWW` 
ZS`VWV ahWd fa _W( S`V A Y[hW [f fa iZa_WhWd A i[eZ*o
ÅOadeZ[b6 nTW`V fZW ]`WWo ad nbdaefdSfWo*  nBgef a`UWo 

is implied in Greek verb form
ÅTest of glory and dominion now; God had already 

promised Christ everything, but the cross came first

Facts:

- LZW =`W_kqe KfdSfWYk ïPart2

oAgain , the devil took Him to a very high 
mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory; and he said to Him, 
n9^^ fZWeW fZ[`Ye I will give You , if You 
fall down and worship me *o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅAgain, do not be surprised at how relentless the enemy 
can be
ÅAs the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4), Satan has this 

present age in his control (1 John 5:19). He can and 
does give the world to people who follow him
ÅLZW fW_bfSf[a` aX nZShW [f+YWf [f `aio SbSdf Xda_ 
?aVqe f[_[`Y [e hWdk efda`Y [` faVSkqe Ug^fgdW

Application:

- LZW =`W_kqe KfdSfWYk ïPart2

oLZW` BWege eS[V fa Z[_( n?a( KSfS`! >ad 
it is written ( pQag eZS^^ worship the 
Lord your God, and serve @[_ a`^k*q o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅJesus, a third time, quotes from Deuteronomy to rebuke 
Satan 
ÅBWege V[V `af VW`k KSfS`qe U^S[_ fa ai`WdeZ[b
ÅJesus identifies the fact that there is only one true 

God to worship
ÅJesus links the concept of worship and service 

together, whereas Satan omitted service 

Facts:
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oLZW` BWege eS[V fa Z[_( n?a( KSfS`! >ad 
it is written ( pQag eZS^^ worship the 
Lord your God, and serve @[_ a`^k*q o

Matthew Chapter 4

ÅYou serve what/who you worship
ÅThis concept trickles down into all areas of your 
^[XW* 9* O* LalWd eS[V fZSf S _S`qe WfZ[Ue `WhWd d[eW 
above his religion, and his religion never rises above 
his concept and view of God
ÅQag i[^^ SeUd[TW niadfZ- eZ[bo fa ea_WfZ[`Y7 _S]W egdW 
[fqe ?aV S`V `af ea_WfZ[`Y+a`W W^eW

Application:
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In the Old Testament é

The Outcome

éAedSW^( ?aVqe ea`( XS[^e fZW i[^VWd`Wee fWef

In the New Testament é

é;Zd[ef( ?aVqe Ka`( bSeeWe fZW i[^VWd`Wee fWef

- LZW =`W_kqe KfdSfWYk ïPart2

At the same time Jesus' hunger introduces us 
to a number of ironies to which Matthew more 
or less explicitly alludes: Jesus is hungry 

(v. 2) but feeds others (14:13 - 21; 15:29 - 39); 
he grows weary (8:24) but offers others rest 

(11:28); he is the King Messiah but pays 
tribute (17:24 - 27); he is called the devil but 
casts out demons (12:22 - 32); he dies the death 
of a sinner but comes to save his people from 

their sins (1:21); he is sold for thirty 
pieces of silver but gives his life a ransom 
for many (20:28); he will not turn stones to 
bread for himself (4:3 - 4) but gives his own 

body as bread for people (26:26). 

The Outcome
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Lies & Temptations from Matthew 4
Lies ÅThe physical and the spiritual are separate

ÅGod is holding out on you
ÅYou should test God's care and provision for you
ÅNo need to wait on God
ÅThere is no implied service in worship

Temptations ÅPride from a great victory/confirmation
ÅSatisfy seemingly normal desire the wrong way
ÅAct independent of God's will
ÅUse shortcuts to get to the end goal; only the end 

matters
ÅGod's word supports you in your actions

- LZW =`W_kqe KfdSfWYk ïPart 2

Matthew 4 Philosophies
ÅPhysical and Spiritual are Separate
ÅGnosticism
ÅChildren of God
ÅAncient Dualism 

ÅGod is not good
ÅDeism

ÅGod should be tested
ÅVarious cults (e.g. Christian Science)

ÅEWS`e fa S` W`V VaWe`qf _SffWd
ÅPragmatism 
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Final Conclusions

KSfS`qe fW_bfSf[a`e aX =hW [` fZW ?SdVW` aX =VW` 
correspond to those of Jesus in the desert. 

Satan appealed to the physical appetite (Gen. 
3:1 - 3; Matt. 4:3), the desire for personal gain 

(Gen. 3:4 - 5; Matt. 4:6), and an easy path to 
power or glory (Gen. 3:5 - 6; Matt. 4:8 - 9). And in 
WSUZ USeW KSfS` S^fWdWV ?aVqe OadV &?W`* /607 

Matt. 4:6). 
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Final Conclusions

LZW Hd[`UW aX fZ[e iad^V eSke nLZWdW [e `a afZWd 
world than this one é

LZW LW_bfWd eSke( nLZWdW [e `a Ua`eWcgW`UW Xad 
your actions éo

LZW 9UUgeWd eSke nLZWdW [e `a bSdVa` Xad kagd 
actions éo

nLZW VW_a`e eSk a`W fZ[`Y fa YWf ge fa e[`( S`V S`afZWd fa 
ahWdiZW^_ ge [` VWebS[do ïJohn Climacus

- LZW =`W_kqe KfdSfWYk ïPart 2

Final Conclusion
Jesus defeated the enemy using the Word 

of God and reliance on the Spirit of God. 
You have both available to you as well.

"For the word of God is living and active and sharper than 
any two - edged sword, and piercing as far as the division 

of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to 
\gVYW fZW fZagYZfe S`V [`fW`f[a`e aX fZW ZWSdf*n

(Hebrews 4:12)

"Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the 
Kb[d[f aX ?aV ViW^^e [` kag8n

(1 Corinthians 3:16) 
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Final Conclusion
Jesus defeated the enemy using the Word 

of God and reliance on the Spirit of God. 
You have both available to you as well.

"You are from God, little children, and have 
overcome them; because greater is He who is in 
you than he who is in the world." (1 John 4:4) 
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Final Conclusion
God is in control of the trials you face.

"No temptation has overtaken you but such as is 
common to man; and God is faithful, who will not 

allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will provide the 

way of escape also, so that you will be able to 
endure it." (1 Corinthians 10:13)

Ultimate  Fighting
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