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òDo you understand what you are 
reading?ó

Philip to Ethiopian Eunuch
Acts 8:30
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òHow could I unless someone guides 
me?ó

Ethiopian Eunuch to Philip
Acts 8:31
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Can we understand what the 
Bible means?
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" And all the people gathered as one 
man at the square which was in front of 
the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra 
the scribe to bring the book of the law 
of Moses which the Lord had given to 
Israel. Then Ezra the priest brought 
the law before the assembly of men, 
women and all who could listen with 

understanding, on the first day of the 
seventh month. He read from it before 

the square which was in front of the 
Water Gate from early morning until 
midday, in the presence of men and 

women, those who could understand; 
and all the people were attentive to the 

book of the law.ó 
(Nehemiah 8:1-9)
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"Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 
the people for he was standing above all 
the people; and when he opened it, all the 
people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the 
Lord the great God. And all the people 
answered, òAmen, Amen!ó while lifting up 

their hands; then they bowed low and 
worshiped the Lord with their faces to the 
ground. . . .They read from the book, from 
the law of God, translating [explaining] to 

give the sense so that they understood 
the reading." 

(Nehemiah 8:5-6, 8)
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òThe Bells started questioning their 
assumptions about the Bible itself ð
òdiscovering the Bible as a human 

product,ó as Rob puts it, rather than the 
product of divine fiat. The Bible is still in 
the center for us,ó Rob says, òbut itõs a 

different kind of center. We want to 
embrace mystery, rather than conquer it.ó 
ò I grew up thinking that weõve figure out 
the Bible,ó Kristen says, òThat we knew 
what it means. Now I have no idea what 

most of it means. And yet I feel like life is 
big again ðlike life used to be black and 

white, and now itõs in color.ó
- Christianity Today, Nov. 2004, pp 37 -8.


