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The Word
The Science of Biblical Interpretation

Part 2

òI study my Bible as I gather apples. 
First, I shake the whole tree that the 
ripest might fall. Then I shake each 
limb, and when I have shaken each 

limb, I shake each branch and every 
twig. Then I look under every leaf.ó

- Martin Luther

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

1. Observation ðwhat do I see?
2. Interpretation ðwhat does it mean?
3. Application ðhow does it apply?

Hermeneutical Process
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The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Isnõt that just YOUR interpretationé?

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

òI acknowledge that 
Scripture is a most rich an 
inexhaustible fountain of all 
wisdom; but I deny that its 

fertility consists in the 
various meanings which any 
man, at his pleasure, may 

assign.ó
- John Calvin

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Literal -Historical -Grammatical Method

Recommended Hermeneutical Philosophy

The aim of the historical-grammatical method is to discover the meaning of the 
passage as the original author would have intended and what the original hearers 

would have understood.
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òYou donõt take the Bible literally do youé??!ó

òIs Jesus really a door?ó (John 10:9)   òDoes God have wings?ó (Psalm 61:4)

ôReductio ad absurdumõ argument

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Literal Interpretation
Phenomenological language

Phenomenological language is language that is 
used to describe everyday things in common 

speak:

"It came about at sunsetthat Joshua gave a 
command, and they took them down from the 

trees and threw them into the cave where they had 
hidden themselves, and put large stones over the 

mouth of the cave, to this very day."(Joshua 
10:27).

Even today meteorologists donõt speak of 
òtomorrowõs earth rotation will make the sun 
disappear at 9pmó, but speak of the ôsunsetõ. 

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Literal Interpretation
Hyperbole

Hyperbole: òobvious and intentional 
exaggeration; an extravagant statement or figure 
of speech not intended to be taken literally, as òto 

wait an eternity.óó

"So the Pharisees said to one another, òYou see 
that you are not doing any good; look, the world 

has gone after Him.ó"(John 12:19) 

We use hyperbole all the time: òIõve gotten a cold 
a million times this year.ó
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Literal Interpretation
Metaphors

Metaphor: òa figure of speech in which a 
term or phrase is applied to something to 
which it is not literally applicable in order 

to suggest a resemblance.ó

"òFor I proclaim the name of the Lord; 
Ascribe greatness to our God! òThe 
Rock! His work is perfect, For all His 

ways are just; A God of faithfulness and 
without injustice, Righteous and upright 

is He."(Deuteronomy 32:3-4) 

"òI am the dooré"(John 10:9) 

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Literal Interpretation
Anthropomorphism

Anthropomorphism: òThe representation of 
God under a human form, or with human or 
other living attributes and affections.ó

"Let me dwell in Your tent forever; Let me 
take refuge in the shelter of Your wings."

(Psalm 61:4) 

"òYour right hand, O Lord, is majestic in 
power, Your right hand, O Lord, shatters 

the enemy."
(Exodus 15:6) 

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Literal Interpretation
Personification

Personification: òthe attribution of a 
personal nature or character to inanimate 

objects or abstract notion.ó

"òFor you will go out with joy And be led 
forth with peace; The mountains and the 

hills will break forth into shouts of joy
before you, And all the trees of the field 

will clap their hands."(Isaiah 55:12) 
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Literal Interpretation
Symbolism

Object Meaning

MiraculousSymbols

Sword at east of Eden (Gen. 3:24) Breach of God/man fellowship

Burning Bush (Ex. 3:2) Godõs holiness and presence

Visionary Symbols

Dry bones given flesh (Ezek. 37) Israel physically restored

Four beasts (Dan. 7) Babylon, Medo -Persia, Greece, Rome

Seven stars (Rev. 1:12) Ministers of the seven churches

Material Symbols

Blood Life

Bread and wine Christõs body and blood

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Literal Interpretation
Symbolism

ò The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; 
and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not 

consumed."(Exodus 3:2) 

Fire=judgment. A judgment is coming upon Egypt but Israel will not be consumed.

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Literal Interpretation
Symbolism

A tree becomes 
the physical source 

of death for 
mankind and 

affects the first 
Adam; a tree 
becomes the 

physical source of 
life for mankind 
and is brought 

about by the last 
Adam (Jesus)é
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Literal Interpretation
Symbolism

" Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
passed away, and there is no longer any sea."(Revelation 21:1) 

The sea oftentimes represents judgment, chaos,  wicked humanity in Scripture.  
Eternity will contain none of that.

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Literal Interpretation
Tips for Distinguishing between Literal and Figurative

ÅUse the literal sense unless there is some good reason for a  
departure (e.g. Rev. 7:1-8)
ÅUse the figurative sense when the passage is stated to be figurative 

(e.g. Zech. 126: - òlikeó)
ÅUse the figurative sense if the literal involves an impossibility (e.g. 

Rev. 1:16)
ÅUse the figurative sense if the literal commands immoral action (e.g. 
John 6:53 òdrink bloodó)
ÅUse the figurative sense if the expression fits into one of the figures 

of speech (e.g. Zech 12:2 ða metaphor)
ÅUse the figurative sense if the literal involves a contradiction with a 

parallel passage

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

The Difference Between Law & Proverb
Proverbs are generalized statements that include acting with wisdom 

for certain situations

"Do not answer a fool according to his folly, Or you will 
also be like him. 

Answer a fool as his folly deserves, That he not be wise in 
his own eyes.ò

(Proverbs 26:4-5) 

Which is it?
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Context is Key for Literal Interpretation

How often have you heard this verse used to describe Heaven:

"but just as it is written, òThings which eye has not seen and 
ear has not heard, And which have not entered the heart of 
man, All that God has prepared for those who love Him.óó

(1 Corinthians 2:9) 

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Now in context: 

"Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor 
of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak Godõs wisdom in a mystery, the 
hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom which none 
of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory; but just as it is written, òThings which eye has not seen and ear 

has not heard, And which have not entered the heart of man, All that God has prepared for 
those who love Him.ó For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit 

searches all things, even the depths of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a 
man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows 
except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, which things we 

also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 
combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. But a natural man does not accept the 

things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, 
because they are spiritually appraised."(1 Corinthians 2:6-14) 

Context is Key for Literal Interpretation

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Historical -Cultural Impact on Interpretation


