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òI study my Bible as I gather apples. 
First, I shake the whole tree that the 
ripest might fall. Then I shake each 
limb, and when I have shaken each 

limb, I shake each branch and every 
twig. Then I look under every leaf.ó

- Martin Luther



The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

1. Observation ðwhat do I see?
2. Interpretation ðwhat does it mean?
3. Application ðhow does it apply?

Hermeneutical Process
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Isnõt that just YOUR interpretationé?
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òI acknowledge that 
Scripture is a most rich an 
inexhaustible fountain of all 
wisdom; but I deny that its 

fertility consists in the 
various meanings which any 
man, at his pleasure, may 

assign.ó
- John Calvin
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Literal -Historical -Grammatical Method

Recommended Hermeneutical Philosophy

The aim of the historical-grammatical method is to discover the meaning of the 
passage as the original author would have intended and what the original hearers 

would have understood.


