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The Word
The Science of Biblical Interpretation

Part 3

òNo man is better for knowing that God 
in the beginning created the heaven and 
the earth. The devil knows that, and so 
did Ahab and Judas Iscariot.ó

- A . W. Tozer

òNo man is better for knowing that God 
so loved the world of men that He gave 
His only begotten Son to die for their 
redemption. In hell there are millions who 
know that. Theological truth is useless 

until it is obeyed. The purpose behind all 
doctrine is to secure moral action.ó

- A . W. Tozer
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1. Observation ðwhat do I see?
2. Interpretation ðwhat does it mean?
3. Application ðhow does it apply?

Hermeneutical Process
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Contrasting Interpretation / Application

Interpretation
(Meaning)

Application
(Significance)

Nature Interpretation Application
Object Text Life
Goal Get Knowledge

(what it means)
Get Wisdom 

(how it applies)
Status Does not change May change
Number One Many
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How Application Functions

Scripture Convicts us

Scripture Convinces us

Scripture Converts us
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Example of Application

òStand firm therefore, having girded your 
loins with truthéó (Ephesians 6:14)

In Paulõs day, soldiers wore a tunic that had holes 
for the head and arms, which hung low and loose.  
When they were about to fight, they would take 
the four corners of the tunic so that they were 
able to freely move and so the enemy could not 
grab hold of the tunic and pull them down.  To 

slacken the belt was to go ôoff dutyõ.  

The application is that every part of our life 
needs to be tucked into the truth so the enemy 
cannot pull us down to defeat.  We are never to 

be ôoff dutyõ.
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"Do all things without grumbling or 
disputingó

(Philippians 2:14) 

Do you grumble, complain, or find yourselves in disputes? Does this verse convict
you? If so, think about the misery that comes from constantly complaining or arguing 

over things.  Are you convinceditõs better to not grumble or complain?  If so, how 
can God convertyou so that you become a different person?
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Word
Of

God

Transformed

Person

Transformed

Transformed

Persons

Community

Applicationõs End Goal
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Practical Tips for Application

1. Are there examples to follow?
2. Are there commands to obey?
3. Are there errors to avoid?
4. Are there sins to forsake?
5. Are there promises to claim?
6. Are there new thoughts about God?
7. Are there principles to live by? 
8. Is there a prayer to repeat?
9. Is there a condition to meet?
10. Is there a challenge to face?
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Are there examples to follow

"òAll the commissioners of the kingdom, the prefects 
and the satraps, the high officials and the governors 

have consulted together that the king should establish 
a statute and enforce an injunction that anyone who 
makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O 
king, for thirty days, shall be cast into the lionsõ den. 
òNow, O king, establish the injunction and sign the 

document so that it may not be changed, according to 
the law of the Medes and Persians, which may not be 
revoked.ó Therefore King Darius signed the 

document, that is, the injunction. Now when Daniel 
knew that the document was signed, he entered his 

house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open 
toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his 
knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks 

before his God, as he had been doing 
previously."(Daniel 6:7-10) 
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Are there commands to obey?

"Flee immorality. Every other sin that a 
man commits is outside the body, but the 
immoral man sins against his own body. 

Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and that you 
are not your own? For you have been 
bought with a price: therefore glorify 

God in your body."
(1 Corinthians 6:18-20) 
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Are there errors to avoid?

"Those who linger long over wine, Those 
who go to taste mixed wine. Do not look 

on the wine when it is red, When it 
sparkles in the cup, When it goes down 

smoothly; At the last it bites like a 
serpent And stings like a viper. Your 
eyes will see strange things And your 

mind will utter perverse things. And you 
will be like one who lies down in the middle 
of the sea, Or like one who lies down on 

the top of a mast."
(Proverbs 23:30-34) 
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òBible exposition without moral 
application raises no opposition. It is only 

when the hearer is made to understand 
that truth is in conflict with his heart that 

resistance sets in.ó
- A . W. Tozer
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Are there errors to avoid?
" So Samuel spoke all the words of the Lord to the people who had asked of him a king. He 
said, òThis will be the procedure of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and 

place them for himself in his chariots and among his horsemen and they will run before his 
chariots. òHe will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and of fifties, and some to do 

his plowing and to reap his harvest and to make his weapons of war and equipment for his 
chariots. òHe will also take your daughters for perfumers and cooks and bakers. òHe will take 
the best of your fields and your vineyards and your olive groves and give them to his servants. 
òHe will take a tenth of your seed and of your vineyards and give to his officers and to his 
servants. òHe will also take your male servants and your female servants and your best young 
men and your donkeys and use them for his work. òHe will take a tenth of your flocks, and you 
yourselves will become his servants. òThen you will cry out in that day because of your king 
whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.óò

(1 Samuel 8:10-18)

During the reign of King James I in England (1601- 1625), his attendants found 
that the Geneva Bible, produced by Calvin, contained notes in the section above 
that stated only one true King existed ðJesus. This was one factor that led to the 

production of the 1611 King James Bible, which did not contain such notes.
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Are there sins to forsake?

"Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, 
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 

idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 

dissensions, factions, envying, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these, of which I forewarn you, just as I 
have forewarned you, that those who 
practice such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God."
(Galatians 5:19-21) 
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òWhat is generally overlooked is that 
truth as set forth in the Christ Scriptures 
is a moral thing; it is not addressed to the 
intellect only, but to the will also.ó

- A . W. Tozer
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Are there promises to claim?

"òBring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, so that there may be 
food in My house, and test Me 
now in this,ó says the Lord of 

hosts, òif I will not open for you the 
windows of heaven and pour out 

for you a blessing until it 
overflows."

(Malachi 3:10) 
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Are there new thoughts about God?

"òBut rather, you are to tear down 
their altars and smash their sacred 
pillars and cut down their Asherim
ñfor you shall not worship any 
other god, for the Lord, whose 

name is Jealous, is a jealous God"
(Exodus 34:13-14) 

The Word ðThe Science of Biblical Interpretation 

Are there principles to live by?

"Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all comprehension, 
will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus."
(Philippians 4:6-7) 
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Is there a prayer to repeat?

"For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives 
its name, that He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power 

through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be 

filled up to all the fullness of God. Now to Him who is 
able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask 

or think, according to the power that works within us, to 
Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 

all generations forever and ever. Amen."
(Ephesians 3:14-21) 
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Is there a condition to meet?

" What is the source of quarrels and 
conflicts among you? Is not the source 
your pleasures that wage war in your 

members? You lust and do not have; so 
you commit murder. You are envious and 
cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. 
You do not have because you do not 

ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask with wrong motives, so that you 

may spend it on your pleasures."
(James 4:1-3) 
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Is there a challenge to face?

"òTherefore if you are presenting 
your offering at the altar, and there 

remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your 
offering there before the altar and 

go; first be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and 
present your offering.ò

(Matthew 5:23-24) 
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Practical 
Recommendations for 

Deeper Bible 
Studyé
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Tips for Bible Reading

ÅRead 1-3 chapters of the Old Testament at a 
time; start with Genesis and go through until 
the end
ÅSeveral techniques can be used for the New 

Testament
ÅDo the same as the Old Testament
ÅPick a book and read 3-4 chapters a day 

for a month; then continue until you finish 
the book

ÅUse a one year Bible (some of the Old, 
Psalms, a Proverb, some of the New)
ÅWrite in your Bible:
ÅNotes on insights you get
ÅHighlight key themes
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Look up Scripture Cross References

ÅIn most Bibles, you will have a cross 
reference of other verses
ÅLooking up these references can give 

you deeper insight into how the same 
thought was used by another author
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Use a Concordance
ÅA concordance helps you trace the usage of a word thru the Bible
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Get a Good Study Bible (or 2 or 3é)
ÅObtain the benefit of great theologians, teachers, and students of 
Godõs Word
ÅGood ones include the Ryrie Study Bible, MacArthur Study 

Bible, and ESV Study Bible
ÅA good study Bible for application is the Life Application Study 

Bible
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Have a Topical Bible
ÅA topical Bible arranges the Scripture under various topics such 
as òangeró, òbaptismó, etc.
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Utilize Commentaries
ÅCommentaries provide insight, word studies, cultural/historical 

information, and much more
ÅSome of the better commentaries include 
ÅThe Bible Knowledge Commentary
ÅJohn MacArthur New Testament Commentary
ÅThe Expositorõs Bible Commentary
ÅJohn Calvinõs Commentaries 
ÅThe Bible Exposition Commentary


