
The Word
The Science of Biblical Interpretation

Part 3



òNo man is better for knowing that God 
in the beginning created the heaven and 
the earth. The devil knows that, and so 
did Ahab and Judas Iscariot.ó

- A . W. Tozer



òNo man is better for knowing that God 
so loved the world of men that He gave 
His only begotten Son to die for their 
redemption. In hell there are millions who 
know that. Theological truth is useless 

until it is obeyed. The purpose behind all 
doctrine is to secure moral action.ó

- A . W. Tozer



1. Observation ðwhat do I see?
2. Interpretation ðwhat does it mean?
3. Application ðhow does it apply?

Hermeneutical Process
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Contrasting Interpretation / Application

Interpretation
(Meaning)

Application
(Significance)

Nature Interpretation Application
Object Text Life
Goal Get Knowledge

(what it means)
Get Wisdom 

(how it applies)
Status Does not change May change
Number One Many
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How Application Functions

Scripture Convicts us

Scripture Convinces us

Scripture Converts us
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Example of Application

òStand firm therefore, having girded your 
loins with truthéó (Ephesians 6:14)

In Paulõs day, soldiers wore a tunic that had holes 
for the head and arms, which hung low and loose.  
When they were about to fight, they would take 
the four corners of the tunic so that they were 
able to freely move and so the enemy could not 
grab hold of the tunic and pull them down.  To 

slacken the belt was to go ôoff dutyõ.  

The application is that every part of our life 
needs to be tucked into the truth so the enemy 
cannot pull us down to defeat.  We are never to 

be ôoff dutyõ.
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"Do all things without grumbling or 
disputingó

(Philippians 2:14) 

Do you grumble, complain, or find yourselves in disputes? Does this verse convict
you? If so, think about the misery that comes from constantly complaining or arguing 

over things.  Are you convinceditõs better to not grumble or complain?  If so, how 
can God convertyou so that you become a different person?
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Word
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God

Transformed

Person

Transformed

Transformed
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Community

Applicationõs End Goal
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Practical Tips for Application

1. Are there examples to follow?
2. Are there commands to obey?
3. Are there errors to avoid?
4. Are there sins to forsake?
5. Are there promises to claim?
6. Are there new thoughts about God?
7. Are there principles to live by? 
8. Is there a prayer to repeat?
9. Is there a condition to meet?
10. Is there a challenge to face?
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Are there examples to follow

"òAll the commissioners of the kingdom, the prefects 
and the satraps, the high officials and the governors 

have consulted together that the king should establish 
a statute and enforce an injunction that anyone who 
makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O 
king, for thirty days, shall be cast into the lionsõ den. 
òNow, O king, establish the injunction and sign the 

document so that it may not be changed, according to 
the law of the Medes and Persians, which may not be 
revoked.ó Therefore King Darius signed the 

document, that is, the injunction. Now when Daniel 
knew that the document was signed, he entered his 

house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open 
toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his 
knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks 

before his God, as he had been doing 
previously."(Daniel 6:7-10) 


